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What is the Opportunity Corridor
and what is its purpose?
ODOT and the FHWA, in cooperation with the

City of Cleveland and Greater Cleveland 

Partnership (GCP), are developing the 

Opportunity Corridor Transportation Study.  

ODOT and FHWA are responsible for the 

planning and design of the transportation 

facility and are coordinating closely with the

City of Cleveland and GCP to establish a 

vision for future land use and potential 

economic development opportunities in the

project study area and beyond.  

The Opportunity Corridor study area 

is shown on page 3 of this newsletter.

The purpose of the Opportunity Corridor Project,

which was developed in collaboration with

local stakeholders and public officials, is to:

• Create a transportation infrastructure to 

improve access to the southeast section 

of Cleveland and its eastern suburbs;

• Connect University Circle to the interstate

system; and

• Support the revival and redevelopment 

of large tracts of vacant industrial and 

residential land.

As currently envisioned, the Opportunity 

Corridor would be a 3.5-mile boulevard connect-

ing Interstate 490 at East 55th Street and In-

terstate 77 on its west end to East 105th

Street at Chester Avenue in the University

Circle area 

on its east end.  

The multi-lane boulevard would have traffic 

signals, a median and accommodations for

pedestrians and bicyclists.  

The sample boulevard rendering and typical 

section shown to the right, should help visu-

alize the physical characteristics of a typical

boulevard. 

A TRANSPARENT PLANNING PROCESS
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MEETING #1

Tuesday, October 5

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church

7510 Woodland Avenue

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Presentation: 6:30 p.m.

MEETINGS #2 AND #3

Wednesday, October 6

Kenneth L. Johnson 

Recreation Center

9206 Woodland Avenue

#2 Time:  8:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Presentation:  8:30 a.m.

#3 Time: 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Presentation: 11:30 a.m.

MEETING #4

Wednesday, October 6

Edgewood Park

3215 E 55th Street

Time:  6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Presentation: 6:30 p.m.

MEETINGS #5 AND #6

Thursday, October 7

John Hay High School

2075 Stokes Boulevard

#5 Time: 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Presentation: 4:30 p.m.

#6 Time:  6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Presentation: 6:30 p.m.

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) will
conduct six public meetings in the beginning of October 2010
to engage local residents, businesses and other stakeholders in
the Opportunity Corridor project planning process.  

The meetings will be conducted at various locations within
a one-week period to maximize the opportunity for public
participation. Exhibits and formal presentations will be the
same at all meetings. 

The presentations will summarize the engineering and 
environmental analyses completed since the previous public
meetings in September 2009.  They also will identify the 
alternatives recommended for further study in the next step of
ODOT Project Development Process (PDP).  

The meetings will be held in an open house format to
allow Opportunity Corridor area residents and others to view
exhibits and ask questions of the project study team, including
ODOT, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the
consultant staff.  

A formal presentation will also be made, which will include
an overview of the findings of the work completed since the
last public meetings.  

Afterward, the public will have the opportunity to 
comment about the project via an open microphone session.
Verbal comments will be limited to three minutes or less. They
will be recorded and transcribed into the official project
record. Following the open microphone session, the public
can review exhibits and ask additional questions of the 
project study team.

What is a 
Boulevard?
A boulevard is 

a multi-lane 

roadway divided 

by a median. 

It includes 

landscaping 

and provides

for bicycle and 

pedestrian usage. 

What Public Meetings are scheduled 
for the Opportunity Corridor?
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•  One new alternate to address traffic operations and access 
concerns at the intersection of I-490, East 55th Street, and 
proposed Opportunity Corridor Boulevard.

• One additional alignment alternate between East 75th Street
and Quincy Avenue.

• Three separate alignment alternates for widening East 105th
Street between Quincy Avenue and Chester Avenue.

Other minor alignment modifications were also explored to 
minimize effects to study area resources. Moreover, in order to 
simplify the alternatives evaluation process, the study area was 
divided into three geographic sections:

• West  – between I-77 and East 75th Street

• Central – between East 75th Street and Quincy Avenue

• East – along  East 105th Street from Quincy Avenue to 
Chester Avenue.

Within each geographic section, three alternates were 
developed and evaluated. They were evaluated on:

• Impacts to man-made and natural resources

• Impacts to the surrounding and adjacent communities

• Impacts to existing surface streets, including accessibility

• Impacts to freight and passenger rail operations

• Traffic operations and

• Costs.

Using these screening criteria, it is being recommended that
two alternates in the west section; two alternates in the central 
section and one alternate in the east section be further studied in
Step 6. These alternates are shown in the figures below. In 
addition, a No Build alternative will be carried forward for 
comparison to the build alternatives.

The recommended Conceptual Alternatives, as well as the screening
criteria and analysis leading to their recommendation, will be 
presented at the October 2010 public meetings. 

Fall 2010

ODOT uses a 14-step
Pro jec t  Deve lopment
Process (PDP) to guide the
implementation of trans-
portation projects from
concept to construction and
operation. The PDP is
shown on the graphic to
the right. 

The Oppor-
tunity Corridor
Project is in Step 5 
of the PDP, which identifies
and evaluates Conceptual 
Alternatives. The result of
Step 5 is to recommend
Conceptual Alternatives
for further study.  

Step 6 will further 
develop the Conceptual
Alternatives based on 
public and agency 
comments, environmental
impact, and design criteria.

We are here

EAST SECTIONCENTRAL SECTIONWEST SECTION

Gateway features

STEP 4 RECOMMENDED CONCEPTUAL ALTERNATIVES

STEP 5 RECOMMENDED CONCEPTUAL ALTERNATIVES

Aesthetic Elements and 
Sustainable Design

ODOT is committed to developing a sustainable 

transportation system through the study area that 

is aesthetically pleasing and sensitive to protecting

and enhancing the environment.   The alternatives 

developed to date are still conceptual in nature and

do not fully illustrate these features.  

Sustainable design concepts could include:

• Best management practices for water quality

• Innovative storm water treatment

• Small parks or green space

Aesthetic treatments could include:

• Decorative lighting

• Architecturally coordinated finishes/materials

• Lighting/signage/traffic signal standards

• Public art and gateway features

• Wayfinding elements for pedestrians and bicyclists

• Landscape features

Sustainable roadway features and aesthetic 

treatments will be identified and evaluated throughout

the process based on public comment and stake-

holder input. The photos below illustrate some of the

aesthetic features and themes being considered for

the project.  These will be discussed at the public

meetings in October 2010 and the discussion will 

continue in upcoming public involvement activities.

Streetscape features Small parks and green space

Who is on the
Opportunity Corridor
Steering Committee?
Harriet Applegate  North Shore Federation of Labor

Anthony Brancatelli  City of Cleveland Council

Peter Buszuk  Slavic Village Resident 

Bob Chalfant  University Circle Resident

The Honorable Phyllis Cleveland  City of Cleveland Council

James D. Ireland  Early Stage Partners, LP  (Co-Chair)

Vickie Johnson  Fairfax Renaissance Development Corporation

Mark Barbash  Ohio Department of Development

Joseph A. Calabrese  Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority

Joe Dennis  Buckeye Resident

Terrance Egger  The Plain Dealer (Co-Chair)

Frank Jackson  Mayor, City of Cleveland

Marie Kittredge  Slavic Village Development Corporation 

Joyce Hairston  Slavic Village Resident

John Hopkins  Buckeye Area Development Corporation

Lieutenant Governor Lee Fisher  State of Ohio 

Paul Lewis  Fairfax Resident

Robert Lucas  Kinsman Resident 

Mamie Mitchel  City of Cleveland Council

John Anthony Orlando  Orlando Baking Company 

Joseph A. Roman  Greater Cleveland Partnership 

Timothy L. Tramble  Burten Bell Carr Development Corporation

Joseph Lopez  New Era Builders

Jolene Molitoris  Ohio Department of Transportation

James Rokakis  Cuyahoga County Recorder 

Chris Ronayne  University Circle, Inc.

Architecturally coordinated finishes and materials

2
3

What alternatives are being considered for the 
project and how were they developed?

In Steps 1 through 4, four Conceptual Alternatives were developed
and evaluated on their ability to improve access and mobility within the
study area, as well as their potential to maximize economic development of
the surrounding land. 

The Conceptual Alternatives were also evaluated to determine impacts
(both positive and negative) to the environment and community resources
in the project study area. Construction costs were also taken into 
consideration.

ODOT presented the Conceptual Alternatives at two Public Meetings
on September 22, 2009. Residents and stakeholders who attended these
meetings provided the project study team valuable feedback. Since the 
September 2009 public meetings, ODOT, the City of Cleveland, the
Greater Cleveland Partnership, and the consultant team have also met
with many stakeholders within the project study area. 

The input from these meetings, along with results of the engineering
and environmental analyses, was used to determine which Conceptual
Alternatives should be carried forward for additional study.  

The results of the public involvement activities of September 2009 and
the Step 5 analysis are summarized in the Conceptual Alternatives Study
Report. This report can be reviewed during the upcoming public meetings.
Electronic copies of the report will also be available on the project 
website (www.buckeyetraffic.org/OpportunityCorridor). Hard copies will
be available at the Woodland, Martin Luther King Jr., and Garden Valley
branches of the Cleveland Public Library.

Based on this information, ODOT, in coordination with the Project
Steering Committee, decided to proceed with combinations of two 
alternatives for further study during Step 5. The Step 4 recommended 
Conceptual Alternatives are shown on the figure to the right.  

During Step 5, the recommended Conceptual Alternatives were 
advanced to a higher level of engineering design detail. The work 
completed during Step 5 included environmental field studies to 
inventory existing conditions and identify possible impacts on:

• Community facilities and neighborhood features

• Historic properties

• Archaeological sites

• Potential hazardous waste and contamination sites.

The study team also reviewed the geometric design 
details of the Conceptual Alternatives to better understand
how the project would fit in with the community.  

Work during Step 5 also identified additional road-
way alignments and intersection configurations to avoid 
and minimize potential impacts to the surrounding 
community. These additional alternatives included:

Wayfinding signage

Where is the Opportunity Corridor
Project in the planning 
and design process?
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What types of questions and comments were 
received at the September 2009 public meetings?
How is this information being incorporated into the
project planning and design process?

ODOT is committed to providing meaningful opportunities for
public participation in the planning and design of the Opportunity
Corridor.  Public comments are reviewed and
summarized by ODOT and its consultant
team for consideration prior to moving to the
next step of the Project Development Process
(PDP).

To date, ODOT has held two general
public meetings on Tuesday, September 22,
2009.  The purpose of the September 2009
meetings was to obtain agreement and 
acceptance of the Step 4 recommended 
Conceptual Alternatives (see map on pages 3
of this newsletter).  Afterward, a business
community meeting was held along 
with neighborhood meetings in Fairfax, 
University Circle, Slavic Village, Kinsman

and Buckeye neighborhoods.  Consistent information was presented
by ODOT, the City of Cleveland, and Greater Cleveland Partnership
at each meeting.  

At each of the meetings, stakeholders provided ODOT with a 
variety of comments and concerns for consideration during 
the development of alternatives. These comments included 

questions or concerns about 
community involvement during
the planning and design process,
impacts and benefits to the 
community, impacts to property
owners, alternatives development,
and aesthetic elements along the
new roadway. A handout providing
information on how these 
comments or concerns were taken
into consideration throughout the
planning and design process will
be provided at the fall 2010 public
meetings.

The 2009 public meetings were well-attended.

What are the next steps 
for the Opportunity Corridor Project?

ODOT will conduct a series of public meetings in early October
to summarize the engineering and environmental analyses and to
discuss the alternatives recommended for further study in Step 6.

All comments received during the October 2010 public meetings
will be summarized and considered by ODOT prior to making any
decisions to advance the project to Step 6.  If the comments received
during the public meetings indicate general agreement and acceptance
of the recommended Conceptual Alternatives, they will be advanced
for design refinement in Step 6. These refinements will focus on
improving access and traffic flow and minimizing potential impacts
to community and environmental resources as much as possible.
These additional environmental and engineering studies conducted
during Step 6 would result in Feasible Alternatives
(Summer 2011) that would be carried forward for further
environmental review under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) in Steps 7 and 8.  This environmental review will be
summarized in an environmental document that will be made
available for public review in 2012. 

Public involvement activities will continue to be conducted through-
out Steps 6, 7, and 8 and include stakeholder meetings to fully under-
stand community interests and preferences with regard to the proposed
improvements, and a public meeting as part of each of the three steps.  

How can I provide my input or ask questions 
regarding the Opportunity Corridor Project?

We encourage you to become involved in the planning of the
Opportunity Corridor project. ODOT welcomes public comments
at any time during the project development process and all comments
received are considered by the study team as the project advances. As
part of the project development process, we work very hard to provide
multiple opportunities for the public and identified stakeholders
to become actively engaged in the project. All comments
received help direct the outcome of the planning and design process.
To keep current on upcoming public involvement opportunities or
to submitcomments at any time, please visit our project website:
www.buckeyetraffic.org/OpportunityCorridor

Questions or comments regarding the project can also be sub-
mitted via e-mail to Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us  or via mail
service to:

ODOT District 12

Attn: Jocelynn Clemings

5500 Transportation Boulevard

Garfield Heights, Ohio  44125

www.buckeyetraffic.org/OpportunityCorridor

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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What have we done since the last meeting? 
What has changed since the last meeting?  
Since the last public meetings, the project footprint 

was established. The footprint is how much room the 

construction crews will need to build the road, 

accounting for how wide and steep the road will be, 

where bridges, walls, and sewers will be, and which 

buildings will be demolished. The order in which the 

road will be built and what roads and lanes will be 

closed during construction were also considered 

when developing the project footprint. This area is 

being used now for more studies to measure impacts. 

Based on this work, the study team has slightly 

changed the Preferred Alternative since it was last 

shown. 

• The number of lanes was revised based on traffic 

and development studies.  Lanes were added or 

removed to provide acceptable traffic flow.    

• The  road location was slightly changed between 

E. 79th Street and Kinsman Road to allow more 

room for planned business expansion. This 

change was coordinated with and accepted by 

the City of Cleveland.  

• The  east leg of Quincy Avenue will be closed 

between E. 105th Street and Woodhill Road so 

that Opportunity Corridor can pass through the 

area without a costly disturbance of the nearby 

railroads.   
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What will happen between now and the next public meeting?  

The project website will continue to be updated: 

 www.buckeyetraffic.org/opportunitycorridor 

A Draft EIS (DEIS) will be published in early 2013.  Agencies and the public 

have at least 45 days to review the DEIS and other project information and 

provide their comments to ODOT.  

A public hearing will be scheduled in the spring of 2013 to allow people to 

talk with the planners, engineers and officials who have been directly 

involved with the project. People can provide their comments publicly at 

the hearing or in a written statement. 

How can I get involved? 

We encourage you to get involved in 

the Opportunity Corridor project. One 

of the best ways to take part is to 

come to the public hearing in 2013. 

We are working hard to give you 

different ways to provide your ideas, 

including the project website at: 
  

www.buckeyetraffic.org/ 

opportunitycorridor  
  

Questions and comments can also be 

emailed to Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us 

or mailed to: 

ODOT District 12 

Amanda Lee 

5500 Transportation Boulevard 

Garfield Heights, OH 44125 

What happened at the last public meeting? 
Based on the public, business and agency comments received throughout the study, ODOT picked the final path the 

Opportunity Corridor will take from I-490 to University Circle. This is called the Preferred Alternative. ODOT last met 

with residents and businesses in July 2011 to present their recommendations and to gather feedback about the 

Preferred Alternative. The purpose of the Opportunity Corridor Project is to improve the transportation system and 

support planned growth in the areas between I-490/I-77 and University Circle in Cleveland. At this time, we want to 

update you on the project’s status. 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
5500 TRANSPORTATION BOULEVARD 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS, OH 44125 
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PUBLIC 
MEETING #3 

(July 2011) 

PUBLIC HEARING  
ON DEIS 
(Spring 2013) 

ISSUE RECORD 
OF DECISION 

(Summer 2013) 

EVALUATE 
ALTERNATIVES 

DEVELOP                                       
FINAL EIS (FEIS) & RECORD OF DECISION  

  

WE ARE HERE 

DEVELOP  
DRAFT EIS (DEIS) 

The changed road location allows for planned business 
expansion between E. 79th Street and Kinsman Road.  

Quincy Avenue will be closed at E. 105th Street to avoid 
disturbing nearby railroads. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

E
 79th S

t 
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 105th S
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Walking and cycling  

The proposed boulevard would include wide outside 

travel lanes for shared use with bicycle traffic. It would 

also include a multi-use path on the south side of the 

road and a sidewalk on the north side. To allow walkers 

and bike riders to cross the boulevard, the proposed 

design would include appropriate pedestrian and bicycle 

crossings to make sure this can be done safely.  The 

proposed project is expected to have a positive effect on 

bicycle and pedestrian safety within the study area.  

What is the current status of the project?  
The study team is working on a few important tasks: 

• Identifying the properties and buildings that will be 
impacted by Opportunity Corridor  

• Updating the estimated cost to construct the road  

• Completing air quality and noise studies  

• Writing the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

What is the EIS? 
Since it is expected that the Federal Highway 

Administrations (FHWA) will pay for much of the project, 

Federal law requires that an EIS be prepared and/or 

approved by FHWA when Federal funds are used on a 

project with major impacts. The EIS is a document that 

provides a complete picture of a project, from beginning 

to the end. It describes why the transportation project is 

needed, the alternatives that were studied, potential 

positive and negative effects, and includes public and 

agency comments. The EIS outlines a Preferred 

Alternative with its impacts, design, cost, and measures 

to lessen negative impacts. Public review of the EIS allows 

environmental effects to play an important role – 

alongside other considerations such as feasibility and cost 

– in decisions made about a project.  Four steps make up 

the EIS process:  

• Notice of Intent (NOI) – An NOI announces an 

agency’s decision to prepare an EIS for a project. The 

NOI for this project has been completed by FHWA. 

• Draft EIS (DEIS) – A DEIS explains the alternatives 

studied and their impacts.  

• Final EIS (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) – The 

FEIS summarizes comments received and changes to 

the project since the DEIS was published. The ROD is 

the formal approval of the EIS, which also includes 

the approval of the Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

 

 

 

What were the comments from the last 
meeting? 

Forty-five written comments and over 70 oral 

comments were received at the last public meeting.  

Although all the comments cannot be discussed here, 

three of the concerns that were repeated fairly 

frequently were:   job creation, impacts to residents 

and businesses, and walking and bicycle travel. A 

summary of the responses for each point of concern 

is below: 

Impacts to residents and businesses 

The Opportunity Corridor project would result in 

residential and business relocations.  These have 

been minimized as much as possible by adding 

retaining walls and moving the location of the roads 

to avoid houses and businesses.  The Uniform 

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 

Policies Act (Uniform Act) was passed by Congress to 

provide equal and fair treatment for people whose 

property is bought for public use, such as this project. 

The Uniform Act makes sure property owners receive 

a fair price for their property and help in finding a 

similar home nearby. A Relocation Assistance 

Program (RAP) survey completed for the project 

found that these residents and businesses could be 

relocated within five miles of their current location if 

they would like to. The Uniform Act also requires the 

replacement property to be safe, clean, and 

comparable to the current location.  

Job creation  

There would be increased opportunities for local 

construction jobs while the boulevard is being built.  

Local companies  may also see increased business by 

providing services to the construction crews. After 

the construction is finished, the new roadway will 

provide better access to the area and more exposure 

to businesses on the boulevard.  This, coupled with 

other city-led efforts should encourage current 

businesses to grow and new businesses to come to 

the area. In addition, the City of Cleveland and other 

community leaders and businesses have worked 

together to create a roadway design that supports 

planned expansions for major employers in the area.  

Typical Boulevard Signalized Intersection (Cross-section) - Looking East 

BEGIN 3 LANES  

END 2 LANES 

BEGIN 2 LANES  

END 3 LANES 
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Opportunity Corridor and the Inner Belt Bridge

 

So far the crowd's favorite part of the speech was when the mayor 

identified four infrastructure projects as really important to our 

economy: a new Inner Belt bridge, the Opportunity Corridor, the 

West Shoreway and (this one's new to me) the riverbed road. 

 

That's good, because everyone wants a new Inner Belt Bridge. Most 

every commuter I know is scared of the current bridge, now that the 

state has had to lighten its load, though few feel they can easily avoid 

the bridge. 

 

Years ago, Jackson was not enthusiastic about the Opportunity 

Corridor, the proposed boulevard to connect I-490 and University 

S U B S C R I B E

A B O U T  M E

ERICK TRICKEY

I'm a senior editor at Cleveland 

Magazine. I've been writing about 

Cleveland and its politics since 2000.
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Sheriff McFaul (June 2009)
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and convention center (Inside 
Business, June 2009)
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Associated Press file

Related content

• Opportunity Corridor in Cleveland could

be a toll road, ODOT says

• Opportunity Corridor project between

Interstate 490 and University Circle may

be back on track

• Cleveland's Opportunity Corridor project

gets back on track

Opportunity Corridor panel holds first meeting
Published: Friday, May 15, 2009, 9:09 PM     Updated: Friday, May 15, 2009, 10:25 PM

 
Karen Farkas, The Plain Dealer

Extending Interstate 490 from East 55th Street to East 105th Street could be a

promising endeavor for University Circle and nearby Cleveland neighborhoods.

Few road projects hold so much promise for so many people.

The Opportunity Corridor, a proposed 2¾ -mile parkway extending from

where Interstate 490 ends at East 55th Street to East 105th Street, could

lead to economic development.

It could also lead to community development for neighborhoods ravaged by

unemployment and foreclosure as well as provide a transportation link

between interstates and the thriving medical and cultural hub in University

Circle.

The proposed corridor holds so much promise that a private-public steering

committee, with a paid project director, will work with the Ohio

Department of Transportation to make it a reality.

Opportunity Corridor panel holds first meeting | cleveland.com http://blog.cleveland.com/metro//print.html
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It is the first time an independent committee has formed to help ODOT coordinate and promote a project, said

Bonnie Teeuwen, deputy director of the district that includes Cleveland.

The 19-member panel, which met for the first time Friday, includes political leaders and civic, business and

neighborhood representatives.

ODOT recently allocated $20 million in federal stimulus money for the project's environmental studies and planning.

Mayor Frank Jackson, a member of the committee, is seeking $59.2 million in the new federal transportation bill for

the parkway's right-of-way acquisition and design. If $300 million can be acquired to build the road, it would be

completed in 2017, said project director Terri Hamilton Brown.

The goals of the steering committee include planning the community and economic components of the project and

meeting with residents to seek suggestions. Still, much needs to be done to make the Opportunity Corridor a

success, said Jackson, Cleveland Foundation President Ronn Richard and several City Council members who are on

the committee.

Richard said the area has to be attractive to business owners or it could face the same problems as the newly

completed Euclid Corridor, which still has empty storefronts.

Council members Phyllis Cleveland and Mamie Mitchell said the development has to extend beyond the corridor into

their communities.

"In my community they say it is an 'Opportunity for whom?' " said Cleveland. "My focus is that this will equally

benefit the neighborhoods. I need to know the commitment to make that happen is there."

Plain Dealer President and Publisher Terrance C.Z. Egger and Jamie Ireland, managing director of Early Stage

Partners, which provides venture capital financing, co-chair the committee, which is supported by the Greater

Cleveland Partnership.

Many of the participants Friday, including Hamilton Brown, have been involved in the corridor project since it was

proposed in 2000 as the University Circle Access Boulevard. That name, in fact, is part of the reason residents in the

affected Central, Kinsman and Fairfax neighborhoods opposed the road, saying it would merely funnel commuters to

University Circle.

ODOT set up a 60-member committee but the project stalled in 2007 after the state agency, which was not convinced

the road was needed, froze $4 million of the $5 million it had allocated for planning.

That money was freed up last year after Jackson met with Gov. Ted Strickland and Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher, a member of

the newly formed committee.

On Friday, committee members said they will tour the corridor area on June 9 and meet again on a date to be

decided.

Opportunity Corridor panel holds first meeting | cleveland.com http://blog.cleveland.com/metro//print.html
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ODOT meetings

The Ohio Department of Transportation is

holding two meetings on Tuesday, Sept. 22,

to get public input on routes for the proposed

East Side boulevard known as Opportunity

Corridor.

The first meeting is from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30

p.m. at the Cleveland Play House, 8500 Euclid

Ave. There will be a presentation at noon.

The evening meeting is from 6 to 8 p.m. at

Mount Sinai Baptist Church, 7510 Woodland

Ave., Cleveland. That presentation starts at

6:30 p.m.

The agenda is the same for both meetings.

Information on the project is available at

www.innerbelt.org.

Opportunity Corridor needed to spur development more now than 4
years ago, when Ohio Department of Transportation plans stalled
Published: Thursday, September 10, 2009, 8:41 PM     Updated: Friday, September 11, 2009, 8:34 AM

Mary Ann Whitley, The Plain Dealer 
Mary Ann Whitley, The Plain Dealer

The need for a parkway from East 55th Street to University Circle to spawn

economic and community development has grown even greater since the

proposal has lain fallow for four years because of a lack of funds.

With so much vacant property near the proposed Opportunity Corridor, the

development possibilities are limitless, said Terri Hamilton Brown, project

director of the group that will coordinate and promote the project.

Eight potential development areas along the 23/4-mile route, totaling 352

acres, have been identified.

"Land use and transportation can't be separate," said Brown who heads the

steering committee working with the Ohio Department of Transportation.

"We have to look at how to reactivate abandoned land."

Proponents of the $375 million project say it would spawn economic and

community development and provide a transportation link between

interstates and the thriving medical and cultural hub in University Circle.

Many residents in the affected neighborhoods have remained unconvinced,

saying it would merely funnel commuters to University Circle. The road

could open in 2017 if federal officials approve the project and money is

allocated.

The amount of vacant land along the proposed boulevard, which would run through Cleveland's Central, Kinsman and

Fairfax neighborhoods, surprised the committee, Brown said at a recent committee meeting. The group includes

political leaders and civic, business and neighborhood representatives.

A 3-square-mile area near the proposed road, which will extend from where Interstate 490 ends at East 55th Street,

will be directly affected, she said.

"We have planned with this project in mind for the last five years," said Vickie Johnson, executive director of Fairfax

Renaissance Corp. and a committee member. She said vacant and abandoned houses and buildings along East 105th
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Street and near the planned road have been targeted for demolition because of potential redevelopment.

"There is more vacant land, absolutely," she said. "But I don't know if as many of them would be gone if it was not

for major development coming down the pike, which helps you prioritize."

Brown said office/research facilities could be built along East 105th Street and the University Circle area and

distribution facilities between East 55th and East 79th streets. Light industry would be sought for large tracts of land.

"If there was small retail we would make sure it would not compete with established retail in neighborhoods," she

said. The group is focusing on business and industry. "There was very little conversation about housing or public or

community service activities."

ODOT invested several years and $1.1 million to identify two routes for the Opportunity Corridor for further study

until it ran out of money in November 2004. It is now moving forward with $14 million in federal funds allocated for

planning and environmental studies.

The agency will choose the route and submit required engineering and environmental documents to the Federal

Highway Administration by March 2012, said Dale Schiavoni, director of transportation planning for the ODOT district

that includes Cleveland.

© 2010 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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The 2¾-mile Opportunity Corridor parkway, the road linking East 55th Street with

University Circle, is slated to open in 2017. Residents of the Central, Kinsman and Fairfax

neighborhood in Cleveland are concerned about the route the road is going to take.
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Residents, business owners along Opportunity Corridor are skeptical
of project's benefits
By Karen Farkas, The Plain Dealer

September 22, 2009, 7:35PM

CLEVELAND, Ohio — The Opportunity

Corridor probably will be built,

according to most people who live along the proposed 2¾-mile parkway

from East 55th Street to University Circle.

But some longtime residents, who have listened to similar road proposals

for almost 40 years, say they probably will reap no benefits from the

project, which Cleveland and state officials say will lead to economic and

community development in the city's Central, Kinsman, Buckeye and

Fairfax neighborhoods.

"We understand it is a done deal but this will not give anyone a job," Joe

Dennis said at a public hearing Tuesday afternoon at the Cleveland Play

House. "These are feel-good sessions."

He and his sister, Mary Dennis, who both live on East 90th Street, believe their homes are in the way of the

preferred route for the road.

"I've been here almost 60 years and it is going to put me outside," said Mary Dennis.

The siblings joined about 150 other residents, business owners and officials at the hearing organized by the Ohio

Department of Transportation. The agency must hold hearings as part of the process to build the road. It held a

similar meeting Tuesday evening at Mount Sinai Baptist Church.

ODOT is resuming work on the $375 million project after setting it aside for five years because of a lack of money. It

now has $14 million in federal funds for planning and environmental studies.

At the meeting at the Play House, ODOT and other officials reviewed work done in 2004 that narrowed its scope to

two alternative routes for the road, both of which are south of the Norfolk Southern rail trench and will result in

demolition of an unknown number of homes and businesses.
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The road is expected to open in about 2017.

Many at the meeting supported the project, and some asked if it can be completed earlier than proposed.

"Let's get on and do it," said Roosevelt Smith Jr. of East 69th Street, who said he recalled discussions of a road in the

mid-1960s. "There is finally a chance to complete it so let's put it on the fast track."

Bonnie Teeuwen, deputy director of the ODOT district that includes Cleveland, and Terri Hamilton Brown, project

manager of a new committee working with ODOT to coordinate and promote the project, repeatedly emphasized that

residents in the area around the route would have input and would benefit from development spurred by the road.

"Our hopes are that we have a process that involves you in our plan," said Brown. Her committee, co-chaired by

Terrance C.Z. Egger, publisher of The Plain Dealer, plans to reach out into the community well beyond ODOT's

federally required public meetings, next scheduled for March 2010.

Brown said the committee will soon organize community gatherings.

"We will talk further of routes, land use for vacant and underutilized land and project design," she said.

Skepticism remains high about the project, which some residents who spoke maintain will simply provide quick

access for commuters working at the Cleveland Clinic and University Circle institutions.

And while the road will attract business, it may also lead to the loss of businesses in its way, said Steve Horvath of

Brost Foundry Co. on East 55th Street.

"No one has consulted with us," he said of concerns his business may be eliminated. "This could affect hundreds of

workers."

© 2010 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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OPPORTUNITY OR OPPORTUNISM?  
East-side residents wary of "Opportunity Corridor" proposal 
by DAMIAN GUEVARA  

Opportunity fled Emma Barnes' Kinsman neighborhood decades ago, along with the white people 
who flew to the suburbs and the industry that closed up shop (but conveniently forgot to take its 
toxic waste). Kinsman earned the bleak tag of "Forgotten Triangle." Barnes, 79, has lived among th
neglect all her life, but local government and big business want to assure her that prosperity is on 
the way. 

How exactly do city and civic leaders want to transform the fortunes of Kinsman, one of Cleveland'
poorest enclaves? Tear it up and build a road through it. While the idea of a faster commute may 
sound good to some, the plan could dislodge Barnes and her neighbors from their homes — 
houses they do not wish to abandon. "We are people with homes paid for," says Barnes. "Some of 
them don't look too hot, but it's home." 

Pushed by the area's business elite and guided by the Ohio Department of Transportation, 
Cleveland wants to construct a three-mile, 35-mph boulevard to connect the end of interstates 77
and 490 (at East 55th Street) to East 105th Street and the University Circle district. To sweeten the 
idea for doubters, the road proponents promise that the undertaking will ignite business and job 
growth in Kinsman and 350 acres of inner city. The target area also includes parts of the Central, 
Fairfax and North Broadway (in Slavic Village) neighborhoods. 

The occupants of up to 123 residential units — homes and apartments — could be displaced, 
according to officials and a project fact sheet provided by ODOT. Construction activity could affect
many more streets. Officials must first map out an exact route for the proposed road. Then the city
will attempt to secure $375 million in federal money needed for the project ($15 million in taxpaye
money has already been put into the planning of the road). 

It's yet another project born from the alliance of government and business, and residents remain 
suspicious. The idea of building a road through Cleveland's near East Side neighborhoods has 
surfaced time and again since the late 1950s, say neighbors; its usefulness as a thoroughfare 
seems to be the only thing that draws the city's interest. Where have city and business leaders bee
all these years, as Kinsman became the city's industrial dumping ground, streets fell into disrepair,

February 10, 20

Page 1 of 4OPPORTUNITY OR OPPORTUNISM? | News Features | Cleveland Scene

2/11/2010http://www.clevescene.com/gyrobase/opportunity-or-opportunism/Content?oid=1836287&...



and supermarkets, banks and playgrounds disappeared? Today, the neighborhood is predominantl
black (96 percent) and mostly poor — 57 percent living under poverty level, according to Case 
Western Reserve's NEOCANDO database. (That figure is based on 2000 Census data and is likely 
higher today). 

Now, Barnes and her neighbors fear that the only things they have — their homes and land — will 
be stripped away. "It's just wrong," says Barnes on a recent afternoon, sitting in an easy chair in he
home on Rawlings Avenue. "It's like they're milking the cow — the udder is empty, and they're still 
pulling on it." 

Jerking the udder these days are Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson and the Greater Cleveland 
Partnership, the region's influential chamber of commerce/business coalition. Jackson, who used to
represent the area (Ward 5) as a councilman, was at one time opposed to any road project. But 
when business leaders made the golden promise of economic growth in the neighborhood, the 
mayor jumped on board. (In the past, Jackson has spoken sharply against questionable building 
projects, including a 1992 proposal by Cuyahoga County to build a jail in the neighborhood: "If 
they want to improve the area, why not build new homes, places for people to shop?" Jackson was 
quoted in The Plain Dealer.) 

The public face of the Greater Cleveland Partnership for the road project is Terri Hamilton Brown, a
former National City Executive, and former head of University Circle Inc. and the Cuyahoga 
Metropolitan Housing Authority. In an effort to win support for the project, Brown has helped to 
organize townhall meetings where she and city planners tell residents that officials want to improv
the neighborhood. To further market the idea to skeptics, the proponents have dubbed the project
"Opportunity Corridor." 

That moniker spurred the obvious question: "Opportunity for whom?" For special interests, say 
critics. Longtime watchdog journalist Roldo Bartimole has blasted the project online and has been 
especially critical ofPlain Dealer publisher Terry Egger's involvement in the project, calling it a 
conflict of interest. Roldo says the paper's coverage of the issue is little more than propaganda. 
Egger is on the board of directors of the Greater Cleveland Partnership and co-chairs its 
"Opportunity Corridor" steering committee. He is also a trustee for the Cleveland Clinic, which is 
just minutes from University Circle. Egger declined to be interviewed for this story. 

"Corruption doesn't always mean a politician or building inspector taking a pittance of a bribe," 
writes Roldo. "Corruption comes in many forms. And selling this as a project to help poor people is
as sick as it gets." 
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But pushing the project they are.Scene visited a townhall meeting last week at Elizabeth Baptist 
Church on Holton Avenue, and two moods prevailed: frustration and resignation. 

Councilwoman Phyllis Cleveland, who represents Ward 5, said she understood that the project 
could "kill the neighborhood" but was willing to hear about possible benefits to the community. "I 
don't really care about getting people to University Circle any faster, but I see what it can do for the
neighborhood," Cleveland told the audience of about 60 people. 

When officials opened the floors for questions, Jeff Buster, an activist from Shaker Heights, called 
the plan to spend millions on the boulevard a "social crime" that exploits a poor community. "Woul
you raise your hand if the Greater Cleveland Partnership has ever done anything in your 
neighborhood?" asked Buster (no one did). He suggested that the city use the millions to fix up the
streets that exist in disrepair today. 

Danny Williams, who lives on Holton Avenue, says he and his wife don't know whether to make 
essential improvements to their house, like installing new windows, with yet another road project 
looming over their heads. "We really don't care about the road," says Williams. "Our lives are on 
hold. We need to know when and how much money." 

Emma Barnes and her husband Robert sat in the audience and also chimed in. "We know this is bui
for the people in Akron and other suburbs," says Robert. "All of this is designed for people out of 
town." 

Officials told residents that a federal program would allow them to relocate to a comparable home
but Robert Barnes wants assurances that any compensation deal is fair. "If you want the land, pay 
the people for what they've put into it," he said. 

Others asked if residents would be able to get jobs and if business leaders had prospects for 
industry lined up (the answer to the latter was no). 

In an interview a few days after the meeting, Brown said she understands people's frustration with 
the lack of details, but that's why proponents are reaching out to residents now. "We will refine our
plan based on what we've heard, and then we will be able to talk specifics about whose property is
being touched or not," she says. She told residents that the option to nix the project remains. 

As for the suggestion that the money be used to fix up existing infrastructure, Brown says the 
status quo will not spur growth. "The roads are there now; the land is there now," she says. "That's
not causing anybody to build anything." 
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Save for several businesses and churches — the Orlando Baking Company fills Barnes' street with 
the scent of bread — the neighborhood looks dangerously desolate. According to proponents, 
more than 200 of the 350 acres eyed for the project are vacant, but crumbling structures on the 
brink remain standing. Environmental concerns, including lead hazards, threaten the health of 
residents, and an ODOT official says testing for environmental dangers is underway as part of the 
roadway planning. 

It's this tough political and physical landscape officials must negotiate, and their feel-good 
message is not reaching everyone. Antonio Wesley II lives in the path of the highway-to-be, on a 
small residential street just south of Buckeye called Tennyson. A dreary, abandoned metal works 
sits across the street from the house Wesley shares with his girlfriend and their two children. 

Wesley, 26, grew up in the neighborhood and says he and his young family would rather not leave 
their home. He only heard about the project from seeing a newspaper article. Someone with a 
camera taking pictures in the neighborhood (presumably a consultant) also informed him of the 
plan. Despite his house's location — smack in the middle of the future road — he has yet to hear 
anything else. The word of opportunity has yet to reach him. "We're still in the dark about it," says 
Wesley. "We find it disappointing if they go forward with it." 

dguevara@clevescene.com 
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Opportunity Corridor plan moves ahead 
Committee conceptualizes development along I-490, University Circle link 
 
By JAY MILLER 
 
 
4:30 am, April 5, 2010 
 

A sour economy and a lack of firm financing haven't deterred state highway planners and Cleveland 

community leaders from pressing ahead with the Opportunity Corridor, a $350 million plan to create a 

2.75-mile boulevard and development zone that would connect the eastern stub of Interstate 490 with 

University Circle. 

 

The Ohio Department of Transportation expects to select a final route for the four-lane road by early 

2011, with construction likely to begin in 2015 and to be completed in 2019. That's a long way off — too 

long for some advocates — but the project is in a better position now to move ahead than it has been 

since it was first proposed in 2003 during planning for reconstruction of Cleveland's Inner Belt. 

 

Terri Hamilton Brown, a consultant to the Greater Cleveland Partnership business advocacy group who's 

heading a public-private steering committee planning the corridor, said she hopes the committee can 

complete a community and economic development plan for neighborhoods along the route by Jan. 1 and 

can win the city of Cleveland's approval of a land use plan before year-end. 

 

The project still needs to line up federal, state and perhaps local money for construction of the corridor, 

which has been the subject of on-again, off-again financing commitments. That wait and the long timeline 

for construction frustrates some of the roadway's strongest backers, who would like to see the project put 

on a faster track for completion. 

 

“We don't think the project can come soon enough,” said Chris Ronayne, president of University Circle 

Inc., one of the project's biggest boosters. “University Circle is growing out of land.” 

 

Mr. Ronayne said he already is envisioning what he calls a “Medical Mile” along the corridor's eastern end 

that would give University Circle health care and medical institutions room to grow. It could include office 

space for the Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals, both of which already have back-office workers in 

buildings in the eastern suburbs. 

 

Mr. Ronayne noted the Clinic had to push its boundaries south toward the corridor site to build its Global 
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Cardiovascular Innovation Center, and that Cleveland developer MRN Ltd. is transforming the former 

Tudor Arms Hotel into a $22 million Doubletree Hotel at East 105th Street and Carnegie Avenue, where 

the corridor would meet University Circle.  

Catalyst needed 

The Opportunity Corridor is planned as a divided and landscaped boulevard with limited intersections that 

would link to Interstate 490 at East 55th Street, follow rail tracks to East 105th and then become East 

105th until it reaches University Circle. 

 

The road is a priority for Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson because it would open for redevelopment 200 

acres of largely abandoned land — much of it already zoned for commercial and industrial uses — in a 

section of the city's impoverished southeast side that is called the “Forgotten Triangle.” 

 

To push the project, the city, ODOT and the Greater Cleveland Partnership created the Opportunity 

Corridor steering committee chaired by Ms. Brown to oversee the project and hold public meetings in the 

neighborhoods touching the corridor. 

 

Paul Volpe, president and founding principal of City Architecture, already is working with the steering 

committee on design concepts for developments along the road as well as site plans for key areas.  

 

“This neighborhood is very depressed,” said Robert Brown, Cleveland's planning director. “Unless we do 

something different, like this roadway, the chances of a dramatic turnaround (in that area) are not great.” 

 

Project planners estimate that 2,200 of 5,500 parcels of land in the target area are already vacant or 

abandoned.  

After an urban feel 

The idea is that while ODOT designs and builds the roadway, the city and community development groups 

would assemble adjacent land into developable tracts. 

 

“I imagine as we begin our market assessment we will begin to talk to developers, not with the purpose of 

selling them anything but gaining their insight to help shape our plan,” Ms. Brown said. 

 

Mr. Brown, the planning director, imagines an urban feel to the corridor, with buildings separated from a 

tree-lined roadway by only a sidewalk, what he is calling “linear, urban office parks.” Some of the 

boulevard could be home to office or research-and-development buildings, while other space could be 

used for light manufacturing. Parking lots would be hidden from view, behind the buildings. 

 

At the west end of the corridor, Slavic Village Development, a community development nonprofit, is 

looking at the potential for residential and other development. Marie Kittredge, executive director of Slavic 

Village Development, said there are some businesses to the west of East 55th Street, “but there's a lot of 

land that is underutilized.”  

 

“That's where we would look for development, also along East 55th,” Ms. Kittredge said. 
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Others were reluctant to be more specific about development opportunities for fear of stirring up land 

speculation.  

No quick fix 

One reason the project likely will continue to move slowly is that there is little interest among  

 

investors for development land in a slow economy.  

 

Joseph Martanovic, a senior vice president with Colliers Ostendorf-Morris who specializes in industrial 

property, said there would be little interest in the land for several years. 

 

“It's not attractive industrial land now,” Mr. Martanovic said. “It's going to take minimally 10 years (for 

interest to blossom) and assembling the land will take time. Way down the road there is going to be 

development there, but the road has to be done (first).” 

 

Minimizing dislocation is another reason for a slow pace. Avoiding as much residential disruption as 

possible will be a key factor in the choice of a roadway alignment.  

 

Cleveland City Councilwoman Mamie Mitchell, whose Ward 5 covers a large portion of the corridor, said 

she hasn't been swamped with objections to the concept, but knows backs will stiffen when a final route is 

chosen. 

 

“The best route will be the one that displaces the fewest people,” she said.  

 
 
PRINTED FROM: http://www.crainsclevelandbusiness.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?

AID=/20100405/FREE/304059952/1018/resources&template=printart 
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Maingate Market Place plan could bring renewal to East 55th 
Street and Woodland Avenue
Published: Monday, July 19, 2010, 8:00 PM     Updated: Tuesday, July 20, 2010, 6:55 AM

 
Steven Litt, The Plain Dealer  

View full size

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The intersection of East 55th Street and Woodland Avenue, one of the busiest in 

Cleveland, is dominated by gas stations, fast food joints and lots of asphalt and concrete. 

If the Maingate Business Development Corp. has its way, five acres of sunburned grass and weeds at 

the southwest corner of the intersection could sprout something healthier and more appealing than the 
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Dorsky Hodgson Parrish Yue

present landscape -- a new East Side market.  

 

Conceived as the gateway to the large but little-noticed cluster of food wholesaling businesses in the area, 

the Maingate Market Place would be the East Side's answer to the West Side Market. 

It would also bring fresh food to low-income neighborhoods in the area, while giving a nondescript part of 

the city a far more prominent place on the mental map of the region. 

"This has the ability to draw from all of Northeast Ohio, but also to be the front door to the neighborhood," 

said Michael May, executive director of the Maingate Corp. 

The nonprofit organization represents 500 businesses with 15,000 employees in the city's little-noticed food 

distribution and industrial zone, which swings in an arc from the Cuyahoga River to East 93rd Street. 

Over the past year, May has quietly promoted Maingate's vision for the $30 million project. It would include 

a seasonal farmers market, restaurants, retail outlets for local food distributors plus the renovation of an 

office and warehouse building just west of the intersection, owned by the Cleveland Metropolitan School 

District. 

Maingate will formally test the viability of the idea in mid-September by sending a request for proposals to 

developers. The main challenge is money. Maingate Corp. can't finance the development independently, but 

hopes a private developer will step up. 

The vision is very much back-to-the-future. In the 1940s, before explosive growth in the city's suburbs, East 

55th and Woodland was a dense, vibrant retail district. 

An artist's rendering of the Maingate Market Place proposal.

May said the Maingate Market could restore vitality to the intersection and call attention to nearby 

businesses such as the Northern Ohio Food Terminal, which houses a large slice of the region's wholesale 

food industry. 
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It would also boost prior redevelopment projects in the area, including Arbor Park Village, an attractive, 

federally subsidized housing project built in the 2000s, which replaced the blighted Longwood apartments. 

Conceptual plans drawn by the Cleveland architecture firm of Dorsky Hodgson Parrish Yue call for a 50,000-

square-foot farmers market on five acres of city-owned land facing the big intersection, with an arcade 

leading to a pair of restaurants, specialty food shops and a greenhouse. 

The main building would be open-air, but would also have enclosed areas to keep it running year-round, May 

said. 

"It would be a food and farmers market through the more friendly months, but also a venue for activities, 

entertainment, festivals and holiday gatherings," he said. 

The school district building west of the intersection, built in the 1930s as an office and factory for General 

Electric, would be renovated with a year-round public market on the ground floor and with spaces for 

culinary education and offices above. 

May said the school district would lease back the building's third floor, which is now used as a computer data 

center. 

In total, the project would encompass more than 10 acres of property and roughly 270,000 square feet of 

construction. 

So far, the concept is receiving a strong positive response from city officials, neighbors and foundation 

officers. 

In March, the Cleveland Planning Commission approved the market enthusiastically. 

"This proposal is a way of capitalizing on assets" such as the Northern Ohio Food Terminal, said Robert 

Brown, the city's planning director. "It's a great marriage of retail with a wholesale facility." 

Lillian Kuri, the Cleveland Foundation's program director for architecture, urban design and sustainable 

development, said Maingate Market "is a fabulous idea." 

"It's going to take something that is already an important economic engine for the future, like food, and turn 

it into and anchor for the community. From a strategic planning point of view, it's top-notch." 

Kuri also said the market would bring fresh food to a "food desert" on the city's East Side, where 

supermarkets are scarce -- an irony considering the massive wholesaling operations in the neighborhood. 
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Eliot Gelb, president of Ohio Farmers Inc., which operates a food service distribution plant on 13.5 acres just 

south of the site proposed for Maingate Market, said it would bring new prominence to the wholesaling 

district. It would also capitalize on the area's close proximity to Interstates 490 and 77. 

"I think they'd get a lot of visibility," Gelb said. "A lot of people would go through there." 

May said that part of the motivation behind the project is to prevent the last open property at the 

intersection from filling up with another gas station or drive-through business. On a hot July morning, the 

roar of traffic mingles with the aroma of tailpipes and fried food. 

Brown said he agrees strongly with May's logic. 

"If there were a modern, classy destination" at the intersection, "you would get people going to that corner," 

Brown said. 

It's uncertain how much Maingate or its developer would have to pay to acquire the property needed for the 

project. Discussions have been cordial, but Maingate hasn't asked about prices. For their part, officials for 

the district and the city say they haven't evaluated how much the property might be worth. 

May said he doesn't want to make the "asks" until he hears from developers. 

"It's chicken-egg," he said. 

Nevertheless, May said he hopes the city would simply give the five acres to Maingate or charge only a 

nominal amount. 

"These kinds of projects are costly, so obviously if [the cost of] land can be brought down as part of the 

financing. That's a great jump start," May said. 

Brown said it would be premature to discuss what the land might be worth. A spokesman for the school 

district said the same of the district's building. 

Still, May is hopeful. 

The market, he said, "is going to be a great gathering place for people of the immediate area and all of 

Northeast Ohio. We really want to see it be a draw throughout the region" 

© 2010 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Is Cleveland’s Proposed Opportunity Corridor a Good Example of Smart 
Shrinking?

September 18th, 2010 · 1 Comment

If you're new here, you may want to subscribe to my RSS feed. Thanks for visiting!

You knew I would be hung up on this phrase, smart shrinking, since writing this post about it.  Again, it’s something 
that is being practiced anyway, just gives it a good name!  The PD’s Tom Breckenridge writes about continuing plans 
for the layout of the Opportunity Corridor   The population of the surrounding neighborhoods is shrinking, this allows 
for an adjustment in business space and residential space that does not make as much sense anymore.  At least 
according to one resident who would be affected, the compensation offered to take these homes/businesses seems fair. 

You know what I think: It’s long overdue for the East side of Cleveland to start getting the same kind of opportunity 
(no pun intended) as Tremont and Ohio City and Detroit Shoreway.  This is definitely a good mix of neighborhoods 
(Fairfax and Slavic Village are included for example). 

I understand completely the anxiety of some regarding the stability of the neighborhood.  But since tearing down 
(demolishing) homes or having blocks of boarded up homes does not help the neighborhood either, does this not sound 
like some long term potential for growth and sensible restructuring? 

I’m more interested in what you think, because I get a headache  thinking or talking to myself!  Peace Out – 3C

Note: Adding this link from the PD article which gives you all four potential recommendations for Opportunity 
Corridor routes.  A few of them look good, the only one that makes the least sense to me is the one that would possibly 
keep Orlando Bakery from expanding.  You know what they say, if it works don’t fix it?

 

Tags: Cleveland Real Estate · Ohio Sustainability and Green Jobs · economic development

1 response so far ↓

1 Is Cleveland's Proposed Opportunity Corridor a Good Example of … // Sep 18, 2010 at 4:45 pm•
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Homes, businesses in Cleveland neighborhoods would be leveled 
to make way for Opportunity Corridor
Published: Saturday, September 18, 2010, 12:00 PM     Updated: Sunday, September 19, 2010, 9:46 PM

 
Tom Breckenridge, The Plain Dealer  

Joyce Hairston, a resident of the St. Hyacinth neighborhood in Slavic Village, believes she will be 

compensated fairly if she has to relocate to make room for the planned Opportunity Corridor. Hairston is 

standing in front of her home on Butler Avenue.

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- A number of homes, some existing businesses, even a few small churches, would be 

leveled in the Slavic Village, Kinsman, Fairfax and Buckeye neighborhoods to make way for the proposed 

Opportunity Corridor. 

The project is a top priority of elected, business and neighborhood leaders, who say a dynamic link with 

Cleveland Clinic, University Hospitals and other economic engines could spin development into struggling 

neighborhoods. 

The $375 million boulevard is at least nine years in the offing, but the potential for razed homes and 

businesses is already sparking anxiety in communities that have to give up land to make way for the 2 3/4-

mile roadway linking Interstate 490 and University Circle. 
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Residential impact would be highest in the Slavic Village neighborhood of St. Hyacinth that is already 

battered by foreclosures and a closed Catholic parish. The neighborhood is in the western section of the plan 

that runs from I-490 to East 75th. 

Up to 49 of St. Hyacinth's structures -- mostly homes and duplexes -- and buildings that house three 

businesses, would come down under a favored alternative for sending the boulevard through East 55th 

Street. 

Local and city leaders say they would strive to relocate as many displaced residents as possible back into the 

neighborhood. 

View full size

Still, a Slavic Village leader frets about the viability of St. Hyacinth if residents and businesses eligible for a 

state-funded relocation don't choose to remain. 
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"This neighborhood had some challenges and at the same time, it's got some strengths," said Marie 

Kittredge, executive director of Slavic Village Development. "My job is to ensure the project is a net 

benefit to the neighborhood." 

Tear-downs threaten the viability of a neighborhood where boarded-up homes and demolitions are common, 

said Kittredge. Last year's closing of St. Hyacinth church by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland added to the 

pain, she said. 

Yet Kittredge believes the project can be a boon, if handled skillfully. The St. Hyacinth area, lying south and 

east of I-490 and East 55th, has assets that include a park, access to freeways and an RTA rapid station to 

the north. 

Demolitions and relocations in neighborhoods along the proposed route are among a raft of sensitive issues 

spinning out of the most recent planning for Opportunity Corridor. 

The public will have a chance next month to weigh in on nine options for the western, central and eastern 

parts of the plan. Six neighborhood meetings are set for Oct. 5-7. 

At previous meetings, residents were skeptical of the project's ability to spark development. Some believe 

the boulevard will simply provide quick access to Cleveland Clinic and other large employers in University 

Circle. 

Public meetings

The Ohio Department of Transportation will host public 

meetings on the latest plans for the Opportunity Corridor. 

Formal presentations begin 30 minutes after the meetings 

start. The times and locations are as follow: 

â�¢Tuesday, Oct. 5 -- 6 to 8 p.m., Mount Sinai Baptist 

Church, 7510 Woodland Ave. 

â�¢Wednesday, Oct. 6 -- 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. to 

1 p.m., Kenneth L. Johnson Recreation Center, 9206 

Woodland Ave. 

â�¢Wednesday, Oct. 6 -- 6 to 8 p.m., Edgewood Park, 3215 

East 55th St. 

â�¢Thursday, Oct. 7 -- 4 to 6 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., John 

Hay High School, 2075 Stokes Blvd. 
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That's not so, the city's lead planner insists. Zoning and neighborhood master plans are being updated with 

the corridor and future development in mind. 

"There's no way to add this beneficial road without taking some buildings," said Robert Brown, director of 

the Cleveland City Planning Commission. "The city's intent is that this roadway benefits neighborhoods 

by creating development opportunities and updating the areas nearby." 

Brown said the city supports "finding replacement homes in the neighborhood, if possible." 

The Ohio Department of Transportation estimates Opportunity Corridor could be completed by 2019, if 

federal officials approve the project and allocate money. 

So far, ODOT has received $14 million in federal funds for planning and environmental studies. 

ODOT and its consultant, working with the city and a local steering committee, have chopped the boulevard 

plan into three sections with three alternatives in each section. Razing and relocating homes and businesses 

could occur with each of the alternatives revealed during a recent meeting of the steering committee. 

In the boulevard plan's central section that runs from East 75th to Quincy Avenue, planners want to avoid 

impacts on the Kenneth L. Johnson Recreation Center and two businesses with plans to expand, Miceli Dairy 

Products and Orlando Baking Co. 

"We want to come up with an alternative that deals with all of that," said Dale Schiavoni, project manager 

and administrator of transportation planning and programs for ODOT's District 12. 

Residential demolitions range from four structures to 14, depending on the alternatives. Business relocations 

range from nine commercial structures to 16. Two small churches might also be torn down and relocated. 

And there's up to 118 sites that could be tainted with hazardous materials, Schiavoni said. They are the 

legacy of manufacturing plants that left long ago. 

Councilman Kenneth Johnson said he's hearing anxiety from his constituents "because they don't know 

where the route will be." 

But the project's development potential "far outweighs" relocations of businesses or homes, he said. 

On the boulevard plan's eastern section, the focus is East 105th Street and the widening needed to handle 

traffic streaming into and out of University Circle. 

Enlarging the road's east side is preferable because it would require razing only three dwellings and 

relocating two existing businesses, ODOT's consultant reported. 
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Project planning is still in its early stages, with officials hoping to craft a preferred route by next spring. 

ODOT's consultant and city officials will visit properties to confirm if homes and businesses potentially 

impacted by the project are occupied. 

The project has an environmental justice component. It requires extensive outreach into the low-income 

neighborhoods, Schiavoni said. 

"You have to make sure you treat everybody fairly," Schiavoni said. "You ensure everybody gets notified and 

understands the process if there's going to be impact on homes and businesses." 

In Slavic Village, Kittredge wants homes that are leveled for the project to be replaced directly in the 

neighborhood, whether displaced residents move there or not. 

"Our point has always been if you take too many units, the neighborhood is no longer valid," she said. 

That's beyond what ODOT must do. The project's budget includes money to move homeowners and renters 

to "a comparable house in a comparable neighborhood," said Schiavoni. 

St. Hyacinth resident Joyce Hairston has attended public meetings about the Opportunity Corridor and 

believes ODOT will deal fairly with the relocation. But many others in the neighborhood don't know about the 

project or don't believe it will happen, she said. 

Hairston said she wants to stay in the St. Hyacinth area, even if she is relocated. She and her husband have 

lived more than 15 years in a two-story home on Butler Avenue, directly in the path of the new boulevard. 

"I've seen a lot of good things here and seen it go down," she said from her front porch. "But I want to be 

here. I love the neighborhood because it's multi-ethnic. There's no racial tension." 
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Cleveland's proposed Opportunity Corridor generates anxiety and
hope at East Side meeting
Published: Wednesday, October 06, 2010, 12:01 AM     Updated: Wednesday, October 06, 2010, 4:02 AM

 
Tom Breckenridge, The Plain Dealer

Severance Hall and the Case Western Reserve University campus are among institutions, large and small, that

would benefit from Opportunity Corridor, a proposed boulevard linking Interstate 490 and University Circle.

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- East Side residents had a mix of emotions -- fear battling hope, mostly -- as they eyeballed

future routes for the proposed Opportunity Corridor on Tuesday night.

About 50 residents and officials gathered at Mount Sinai Baptist Church on Woodland Avenue to view plans and

comment on the planned 2 3/4-mile boulevard that would link Interstate 490 at East 55th Street with University

Circle.
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Business and elected leaders, including Mayor Frank Jackson, support the project as a way to move traffic more

efficiently to University Circle, while spurring development in the struggling neighborhoods of Slavic Village, Kinsman,

Fairfax and Buckeye.

The project is at least nine years from completion, with final plans and funding far from state and federal approval.

But the proposal is already sparking anxiety because dozens of homes and businesses would be demolished to make

way for the multilane boulevard.

An hour into the meeting, no one had expressed outright opposition. But several residents were skeptical the route

will generate any jobs. The real thrust, they said, was to move employees to the Cleveland Clinic and other large

employers in University Circle.

Meetings on the corridor

The Ohio Department of Transportation will hold public

meetings on the latest plans for the Opportunity Corridor

today and Thursday.

Formal presentations begin 30 minutes after the meetings

start. The times and locations are as follow:

• Today from 8 to 10 a.m. and again at 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,

Kenneth L. Johnson Recreation Center, 9206 Woodland Ave.

• Today from 6 to 8 p.m., Edgewood Park, 3215 East 55th St.

• Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. and again at 6 to 8 p.m., John

Hay High School, 2075 Stokes Blvd.

Previous coverage

 Homes, business would be leveled to make way for

corridor (Sept. 18, 2010)

 Residents, business owners are skeptical of project's

benefits (Sept. 22, 2009)

 Plain Dealer coverage of the Opportunity Corridor

"Let's just be truthful," said Joe Dennis, who lives near East 90th Street and Buckeye Road. "This is nothing but a

road to get from University Circle and the Cleveland Clinic to the freeway."

Tim Tramble, head of a neighborhood development corporation operating in Kinsman and Central, said he has the

same concerns. But the potential of the boulevard to create multiple links and development along East Side streets is

compelling.

"We can recognize it was probably initiated by the powers from University Circle," said Tramble, who sits on a
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committee of city, civic and business leaders that's steering the project. "But we have the power to influence what it

can be."

Residents also wanted to know how affected homes would be appraised and replaced. Project costs include relocating

residents into comparable housing that is "decent, safe and sanitary," even if it's more expensive than the value of

the home they leave, officials said.

ODOT and city planners showed nine alternatives for the proposed route -- three each in west, central and east

sections of the project.

The planning area is bounded by Cedar Avenue to the north, East 55th Street to the west, Woodhill Road and East

93rd Street to the east, and Union Avenue on the south.

Planners are recommending that five of the nine alternatives go forward for more study, based on such factors as

construction cost, traffic congestion and adverse impact on properties, especially demolitions. Combined, the five

recommended alternatives result in four possible routes.

Demolition along the four routes means relocating from 71 to 94 residences, mostly homes and duplexes, and up to

16 businesses, estimates showed. Two churches would be relocated in each scenario, planners reported.

The largest residential impact would be in the plan's west section, where the St. Hyacinth neighborhood could see the

relocation of up to 49 structures that hold 77 dwellings.

For more information, go to dot.state.oh.us/projects/Pages/default.aspx and click on Cleveland Opportunity Corridor

© 2010 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Residents in battered Slavic Village aren't sure whether 
Opportunity Corridor would be boon or bane
Published: Wednesday, October 06, 2010, 10:20 PM     Updated: Thursday, October 07, 2010, 5:20 AM

 
Tom Breckenridge, The Plain Dealer  

Joyce Hairston stands in front of her Slavic Village home last month. It sits in the path of the proposed 

Opportunity Corridor, a roadway project she welcomes.

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- A neighborhood that has taken big hits in recent years, including a closed Catholic 

church and the ravages of foreclosure, might take another blow in the coming years. 

But the prospect of dozens of homes coming down for a new roadway isn't sparking knee-jerk opposition in 

the St. Hyacinth neighborhood, tucked southeast of East 55th Street and Interstate 490 in the city's Slavic 

Village area. 

Some longtime residents bobbed their heads approvingly during a public meeting Wednesday night on the 

Opportunity Corridor. 

The proposed 23/4-mile boulevard would link I-490 and University Circle -- and would mean the demolition 

of up to 49 buildings, mostly homes and duplexes, in and around St. Hyacinth. 

Some residents expressed concern about traffic noise. Others believe their homes will drop in value sitting 

close to a busy new road. They want the state to buy them out. 
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"It's a wait-and-see with a lot of the residents," said Cleveland Councilman Anthony Brancatelli, whose Ward 

12 includes Slavic Village. "People are nervous about losing their homes, wondering whether they should 

invest in them." 

About 25 residents attended the meeting at Edgewood Park on East 55th. They viewed the latest route 

alternatives and development strategies that are evolving with the $375 million project, planned by the Ohio 

Department of Transportation and city of Cleveland. 

Business and elected leaders support the project as a way to move traffic more efficiently to University 

Circle, while spurring development in the struggling areas of Slavic Village, Kinsman, Fairfax and Buckeye. 

Meetings on corridor

The Ohio Department of Transportation and city of Cleveland 

will hold two more public meetings today (Thursday, Oct. 7) 

on the latest plans for the Opportunity Corridor. 

Formal presentations begin 30 minutes after the meetings 

start. The times and locations are as follows: 

• At 4 to 6 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., John Hay High School, 2075 

Stokes Blvd. 

The project is at least nine years from completion, with final plans and funding far from state and federal 

approval. 

Brancatelli said he supports the project because it opens access to struggling side streets and large tracts of 

vacant land that could yield new development. 

Resident Joyce Hairston's home on Butler Avenue sits in the path of the proposed boulevard. Her neighbors 

fear the project, but she thinks it will be a plus. 

If her home must come down, she wants to relocate in the neighborhood. 

"This will be part of the revitalization of Slavic Village and link us to everyone else," she said before the 

meeting. 

Others aren't so sure. Goldie Zagozan lives nearby, but her home wouldn't be acquired by the state. 

"I don't like it, unless they take my house," said Zagozan, a 50-year resident. "Nobody wants to be that 

close to a major road." 
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Marie Kittredge, head of the Slavic Village Development Corp., said the neighborhood has been devastated 

by foreclosures and last year's closing of St. Hyacinth church. 

She wants any displaced homes to be replaced in the neighborhood, which she thinks could get a boost from 

the Opportunity Corridor and the expanding Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority rapid station to the 

north. 

For more information, go to dot.state.oh.us/projects/Pages/default.aspx and click on Cleveland 

Opportunity Corridor. 

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter: tbreckenridge@plaind.com, 216-999-4695 

© 2010 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Miceli Dairy Products looks to expand Cleveland cheese operation
Published: Friday, December 11, 2009, 5:31 PM     Updated: Saturday, December 12, 2009, 5:48 AM

 
By Michelle Jarboe, The Plain Dealer

View full sizeCLEVELAND, Ohio -- Miceli Dairy Products Co., a family-owned

cheese maker, wants to nearly double the size of its manufacturing operation south of Buckeye Road in Cleveland.

The company is considering a $20 million expansion onto land to the west of its longtime facility at 2721 E. 90th St.

The project would include building a new cheese factory and buying 12.6 acres for a facility to transform waste from

the cheese-manufacturing process into energy.

Known for its ricotta cheese, Miceli also produces mozzarella and specialty cheeses including mascarpone. The

company makes cheese sold under the Miceli brand and private labels at supermarkets across the country. Food

companies buy Miceli's cheese and incorporate it into frozen meals and other products.

The family started selling cheese in the 1920s and opened the East 90th Street facility in 1949. The Miceli children,

including Chief Executive Officer Joe Miceli, grew up in a nearby house that was demolished as the manufacturing

plant expanded. Now Miceli owns about 11.3 acres in the neighborhood, along both sides of East 90th and East 92nd

streets. A dozen family members work for the company.

Roughly half of Miceli's 135 workers live in Cleveland, where the expansion could create 50 more jobs.

"My family is a Cleveland family," Joe Miceli said. "We actually grew up here. It's dear to our hearts, it's close to our

houses. The sad part about it is, if we can't do something here, eventually we'll be forced to move."

The big question is whether Miceli can use the 12.6 acres, the onetime site of factories and a metal-plating operation.

Last week, Cleveland's City Council signed off on a plan to help Miceli conduct an environmental assessment of the

property. The city will request a grant of up to $300,000 through the Clean Ohio Assistance Fund, which provides

money for soil sampling and analysis of land that might be contaminated.

If cleaning up the land is possible and affordable, Miceli could start its project next year. The company would begin by

building a 60,000-square-foot manufacturing plant on land it already owns, including the former Eberhard
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Playground, a little-used city park that the company bought last year.

Miceli will keep its current plant and warehouse, which comprise about 70,000 square feet. The existing plant will

produce specialty cheeses, while the new facility would churn out more ricotta and mozzarella.

Construction on the former factory site -- known as a "brownfield" because of its industrial history -- could start in

2011. The company wants to build a bio-digester, which converts waste from the cheese-making process into gas. An

engine would power a generator to turn that gas into electricity. The process could create enough power for the

cheese facility, Joe Miceli said.

The company also is exploring whether it can put a natural gas well on the property. The company uses natural gas

to run boilers that cook ricotta cheese.

The city is intent on helping the company expand, said Tracey Nichols, Cleveland's economic development director.

Cuyahoga County officials said Miceli could be eligible for a low-interest loan to help clean up the industrial land.

"I think that Miceli's is a fabulous company," Nichols said. "They're really invested in the city of Cleveland."

Company representatives have attended meetings about the Opportunity Corridor, a proposed parkway that would

run from East 55th Street to University Circle. Ohio's Department of Transportation has not set a final course for the

road, which will impact the Buckeye neighborhood. Joe Miceli said he is looking forward to the development but

wants to make sure it will not hamper Miceli's expansion.

"Our primary objective of the [Opportunity Corridor] project is business expansion, as well as business attraction,"

said Terri Hamilton Brown, director of a committee that is working with ODOT to coordinate and promote the project.

"So I'm confident that we will identify a route that will support their plan."

© 2011 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Rosa E. Quinones, a worker at Miceli Dairy Products in Cleveland, opens
a vat door to allow ricotta cheese to float off onto a conveyor belt. The
company produces more than 100,000 pounds of ricotta a day.
Expansion plans are expected to double production within the next two
years.
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Miceli Dairy Products describes plan for expansion in Cleveland
Published: Thursday, January 06, 2011, 10:00 AM     Updated: Thursday, January 06, 2011, 3:02 PM

 
By Marcia Pledger, The Plain Dealer

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- It seems an unlikely place for

one of the nation's largest ricotta cheese makers.

The 62-year-old Miceli Dairy Products on East 90th

Street in Cleveland is surrounded by vacant land

and run-down buildings. But Chief Executive Officer

Joe Miceli, who grew up in a nearby house along

with his siblings, sees a neighborhood full of

potential.

"They call this the forgotten triangle," Miceli said.

"That's not the way we look at it. We think it's an

ideal spot."

It's the spot where the Miceli family plans to break

ground this summer on a $16 million to $20 million

expansion of its operation south of Buckeye Road

that will add 60 workers to its 138-employee work

force within five years.

The first phase, which will include additions to the current plant as well as to property behind it, is expected to be

done by mid-2012, enabling the company to double production of ricotta cheese. The second phase, to be completed

a few years later, includes a new mozzarella and provolone factory, a bio-digester and waste treatment facility.

Those plans became a reality this week when the company was awarded a $5.49 million

loan through the Small Business Administration's 504 program, which helps small

businesses with plant and equipment expansion. The loan is the largest in the program's

history. Other funding will come from Cleveland banks.

"It's not only the largest loan ever done in the history of the SBA, but more importantly

it's significant because of what it means for Cleveland," said Gil Goldberg, director of the Cleveland SBA district,

which includes most of the northern half of Ohio. "A family owned business that got its start in the neighborhoods can

stay and expand in Cleveland, creating new jobs."
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Joseph D. Miceli, CEO of Miceli Dairy Products Co.

Miceli never planned to move -- not when other communities tried to entice him with incentives or even when

Cleveland suggested he move to another area. It's not easy buying several small parcels of land, said Tracey Nichols,

Cleveland's economic development director.

The company hopes to buy 12.6 acres for a facility to transform waste from the cheese into energy.

A vacant building torn down two weeks ago at East 90th and Buckeye Road was last used as a grocery store -- a few

groceries to be exact.

"First it was an A&P. Then it was Krogers and then

SaveMore," Miceli recalled. "That's where our new

visitors center will be, along with a test kitchen and

a research-and-development center.

"We're in a great location. We're just over a mile

from Cleveland Clinic, a stone's throw from the

new Juvenile Center on East 93rd and about three

miles from downtown. We're also close to major

freeway interchanges," he said.

Nichols admires the family's allegiance and

commitment to the neighborhood, which includes

hiring and promoting from within the company.

About half the company's employees live in

Cleveland and about a third are minorities, she

said.

"A lot of people I've met have moved up from sweeping a broom to operating equipment and learning new roles,"

she said. "They're really a company that takes care of their neighborhood. Their history is there."

The company started when Miceli's father, who worked on a dairy farm in Newbury Township as a youth, started

making cheese from unsold milk. When a bottling company went on strike, the family got serious about making

money with cheese.

"One door closed and another one opened," Miceli recalled. Back then, curdling was done by hand and cheese was

sold in horse-drawn wagons and pickup trucks that had to be hand-cranked.

Today, the company uses state-of-the art technology, large vats and conveyor belts to make more than 8,000

pounds of ricotta every hour with whey, milk and cream. It also makes 70,000 pounds of shredded mozzarella a day.

The company produces more than 60 products, ranging from mozzarella sticks and shredded cheese sold in grocery

stores throughout the country to cheese packaged for food service distributors, schools and government institutions.
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"We're like any other business. You can't stay the same," Miceli said. "You have to keep moving ahead."

© 2011 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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An even bigger cheese in Cleveland: editorial
Published: Sunday, January 09, 2011, 4:26 AM

 
By The Plain Dealer Editorial Board

Everyone prospers when Miceli Dairy Products, a thriving, 62-year-old, family- run company, is able to add up to

60 jobs in a part of Cleveland sorely in need of them.

The growth of the 138-employee company on East 90th Street prompted plans for a $16 million to $20 million

expansion of its cheese plant, to be completed by mid-2012.

Another cheese factory, a biodigester and waste treatment facility may be built after that, as part two of the project.

Miceli's expansion, like good cheesemaking, is the product of great teamwork. But much of the credit for the

hometown expansion should go to CEO Joe Miceli, son of the founder. As the company found more markets for its

ricotta and other cheeses, Miceli wanted to expand production but not desert the city where his father started the

business.

On that score, he got key help from Gil Goldberg, director of the Cleveland district of the U.S. Small Business

Administration. The SBA gave the company a record-breaking $5.49 million loan under a program to help small

businesses grow.

Miceli's project could be near the Opportunity Corridor, proposed to link Interstate 490 with University Circle.

Wherever and whenever the corridor is built, the Ohio Department of Transportation should make sure it does not

interfere with this significant Cleveland investment.

© 2011 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Carl Trice explains why he can not sell his home on E. 77th St.,
north of Donald, in Cleveland.

Vacant lots in Cleveland gallery (5 photos)
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As neighborhoods empty, planners look for new
and bold uses for Cleveland's green acres
Published: Saturday, March 19, 2011, 10:00 PM     Updated: Saturday, March 19, 2011, 11:39 PM

and Rich Exner, Plain Dealer Data
Analysis Editor

Cleveland, Ohio - A manmade marsh

named Saylor Grove covers a once-

empty section of Philadelphia. It's a

three-acre wetland where birds nest,

streams cascade and stormwater is

naturally filtered before flowing into

creeks that feed the city's drinking

water system.

Terry Schwarz, a local urban planner,

hopes Clevelanders might imagine such

a natural scene and picture it here,

somewhere in the shrinking city. We

have stormwater problems of our own

to address and, more to the point,

space to fill in the old neighborhood.

Acres and acres of available urban

space.

Housing vacancy rates in Cleveland surged by 65 percent as neighborhoods declined and emptied

last decade, and the result is ghostly. According to the 2010 census, nearly 20 percent of

Cleveland's housing units have no one living in them.

Only busy bulldozers kept the vacancy rate somewhat in check. More than 8,000 homes

disappeared from the urban landscape between 2000 and 2010, the census found. If all those

houses and apartments were still standing, they would push Cleveland's vacancy rate to 22

percent. That compares to 12 percent in 2000.
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More census data

Find population and race details for each village, city
and county in Ohio

Cleveland population drops below 400,000

Census results will eliminate two City Council seats

County and metro population estimates nationwide,
2009

Other archived census data at 
cleveland.com/datacentral

Emptied neighborhoods
Nearly one-in-four Cleveland homes that existed in 2000 are
either vacant or no longer exist, new Census data shows.
Struck hardest has been the East Side.

Here are three examples  of census tracts where less than half
of the 2000 capacity remains occupied.

Tract 1153: An area from Broadway to the east and south
of Union - 723 of the 874 dwellings were occupied in 2000.
By 2010, there were only 546 homes left and just 343 were
occupied. This means that 39.2 percent of the 2000 housing
stock remains in use.

Tract 1147: An area along Kinsman and south of Grand,
between East 55th and East 75th streets. In 2000, 393 of
494 homes were occupied. By 2010, there were just 210
homes, of which 100 were in use. This means that just 20.2
percent of the year 2000 housing stock remains in use.

Tract 1117: An area from St. Clair Avenue south, between
East 71st and East 79th streets. In 2000, 887 of 1,107
dwellings were occupied. That dropped to 541 of 937 by
2010. So only 48.9 percent of the 2000 housing capacity
was in use in 2010.

-- Rich Exner

Abandonment afflicts many sections of the city but it's most severe on the East Side, where most

census tracts are at least one-quarter vacant and, in some neighborhoods, less than half the

housing capacity of 2000 is in use today.

It's not uncommon to come upon a home that stands like a farmhouse in a once densely packed

neighborhood, acres away from the next dwelling.

Schwarz, the director of the Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative of Kent State University, takes

a sunny view of the grim picture.

She said it's time for Clevelanders to

accept what's been lost, assess the

city's long-term needs, and take smart

steps toward reuse that could include

bold ideas.

"It really is this luxury of vacant land

that we have," she said. "You have

these truly huge vacant parcels. We

can get some good out of this

admittedly difficult situation."

But none of the solutions are quick or easy. Nor do they offer a sure path back to what built the

neighborhoods in the first place: Jobs, safety and a sense of community.

Much of what is missing is forever lost, experts say -- or at least lost for a long time.

"You have to be pragmatic about it," said Edward "Ned" Hill, dean of the College of Urban Affairs

at Cleveland State University. "Some of this land has to go fallow, put out of use until we need it

again. Most of this land has either a value of zero or a negative value."

That does not mean it can be ignored. The city or someone "must convey a sense of ownership,"

Hill said. "Otherwise, it becomes a dangerous parcel."

Others say much can be done to redevelop empty land and to revive neighborhoods, perhaps by

consolidating small lots, building new homes, and remodeling vacant and outdated homes.

Rebuilding strategies could work in some neighborhoods, certainly. But others are so far from what

they once were, dramatic re-use looms likely.

When Cora Thompson and her son,

Carl, step out on their front porch on

Rawlings Avenue, near East 75th

Street north of Kinsman Avenue, they

drink in a view almost pastoral on a

sunny morning.

The nearest house shimmers behind a

thicket of leafless trees two blocks

away. Their entire street supports only

five houses, one of which is boarded

up. Surrounding blocks stretch off like

pasture. Often, driveway aprons are

the only clue to what was lost.

"It's like you're on a farm out here,"

said Carl Thompson, 44. "We get deer,

raccoons, someone said they saw a

fox. Every blue moon you see a police

car, that's how quiet it is."
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The Thompsons live in an area of the

Kinsman neighborhood some call the forgotten triangle, in a census tract that lost 75 percent of

its households last decade.

Cora Thompson, who grew up in the neighborhood, recalls the era of houses, schools, shops and

factories. The Orlando Baking Co. still steams on Grand Avenue, scenting the air with the aroma of

fresh bread. But there are few other signs of city life.

Cora Thompson moved back four years ago to care for her ailing mother, whose house she can

see over the back fence. Her mother passed on, but she's staying.

"Well, you know, it would be nice to have other houses around here," she said. "But it's real

peaceful. Everyone around here knows each other, and we watch out for each other."

Almost on cue, the phone rang. It was her nephew, from two blocks away, calling to ask about

the strange man with a notebook on the porch.

A few miles north, in the St. Clair-Superior neighborhood, Carl Trice was in his driveway on East

77th Street vacuuming his mini van. A "For Sale" sign stood in front of the small, tidy house, but

Trice and his wife, Luenna, don't have much hope of selling. They're asking $20,000. The home is

assessed for $11,000.

"As you can see," he said, pointing up the long, narrow block, "we have some problems."

Trice figures half the houses on the street are empty; some boarded up, some needing to be. The

houses stand wedged close together on small lots with sometimes a second house in back.

Such arrangements had an appeal in an immigrant city, when multigenerational families lived

together and walked to work at factories that thrummed on St. Clair Avenue.

That city died for the Trice's last decade.

They paid $60,000 a dozen years ago and moved into a neighborhood where the block club

cleaned the street and hosted parties for the kids.

When drug boys moved in up the block, near Superior Avenue, Trice said, dark days commenced.

A young man was shot and left dead in the street.

"As the houses deteriorated, people just walked off and left them," Trice said.

He and his wife would move, too. "Anywhere," Luenna Trice said, if they could sell.

Obsolete real estate. Surplus real estate. The city has acres of both.

"I don't really see an answer," said John Ferchill, a Cleveland developer known for bold ideas.

He said the city probably needs to physically shrink, like Detroit, which has abandon some empty

neighborhoods, eliminating services.

"That's probably the only thing I can see that makes any sense," he said.

Population creates demand for housing, which sparks development, Ferchill said. Anything built in

the city now would compete with ample cheap housing in safe suburbs.

Ferchill also wonders if a city needing new, industrious people should go and recruit some.

"I'm a big believer in immigrants because they create jobs," he said. "That's been successful in

other cities."

CSU's Hill said the city should focus on its "viable neighborhoods," like downtown and University

Circle, and help them to grow until they intersect with the weaker neighbors.
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For now, the administration of Mayor Frank Jackson has settled on a dual strategy: One

traditional, one creative.

The city hopes to attract new housing and business to vacant land on marketable routes, like the

Euclid Corridor, said city Planning Director Bob Brown.

Projects like the Opportunity Corridor, a planned boulevard connecting Interstate 490 to University

Circle, could link isolated neighborhoods to the freeway system and become a job magnet, Brown

said.

The city is also considering tactics like Urban Agriculture Innovation Zones, farmer training, to

employ residents in a city suddenly home to an estimated 230 urban farms.

But Brown and other planners say urban farming offers only a better use, not a solution.

"It's not the answer because we can't farm the whole city," Schwarz said.

The answers lie in enticing people who are living like homesteaders, people like the Thompsons, to

move to more populated areas. That could allow the city or someone to assemble vast acreage

and plot something transformative.

"If we can get homeowners to move to a place where there are other people, that's certainly what

we'll try to do," said Wayne Mortensen, a planner for Neighborhood Progress Inc., one of three

local planning agencies working with the city to address its surplus real estate.

In a neighborhood like the Trices', where the housing stock is obsolete, much might have to be

knocked down, he said. Some solid but empty structures, like apartment houses, could be

mothballed, sealed off until better days.

The city is not without weapons. Neighborhood Progress has $23 million in federal funds to

address vacant structures and two years of planning completed, Mortensen said.

"It's kind of an opportunity in disguise," he said. "We have this incredible opportunity to create

and inlay the urban amenities that were missing when the population peaked in the 1970s."

He envisions neighborhoods of energy-efficient homes dappled with parks and urban gardens.

Or, maybe, a big beautiful pond.

To reach these Plain Dealer Reporters: rsmith@plaind.com, 216-999-4024

rexner@plaind.com, 216-999-3505

Related topics: carl thompson, carl trice, census, census 2000, cleveland urban design
collaborative of kent state univesity, cora thompson, edward hill, john ferchill, karen schwartz,
luanna trice, neighborhood progress inc.
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A lease of the Ohio Turnpike could be structured to limit toll increases 
and ensure roads are maintained properly, says ODOT Director Jerry 
Wray.

 

ODOT says big bucks from leasing Ohio Turnpike would be spent 
in northern Ohio 
Published: Saturday, June 11, 2011, 3:00 PM     Updated: Saturday, June 11, 2011, 11:11 PM

 
By 

Tom Breckenridge, The Plain Dealer 
 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Most of the several 

billion dollars the state hopes to collect by 

leasing the Ohio Turnpike would be spent 

on projects across northern Ohio, where 

the 241-mile toll road operates, says the 

director of the Ohio Department of 

Transportation. 

A lease deal would limit toll increases, 

ensure the Turnpike is properly maintained 

and deliver money for projects that won't 

get done under the current, dwindling 

stream of tax dollars, says ODOT 

Director Jerry Wray. 

Faced with growing opposition here to a Turnpike lease, Wray went on offense last week to refute what 

he calls "misinformation" about the proposal, which is at a crucial stage. Ohio legislators are crafting a two-

year spending bill that includes provisions to pursue a turnpike lease. 

Gov. John Kasich wants to lease the Turnpike but won't give away the store, Wray said. 

"The deal has to benefit Ohio, or we won't do it," Wray said during a sit-down interview with Plain Dealer 

editorial writers and a reporter. 

Turnpike salaries for toll-takers are excessive, and the toll road is generating money far beyond what it 

needs to operate, Wray and his staffers say. 

"It's a very rich system with a lot of revenue coming in that's an asset to the state," Wray said. "It's not 

being used to benefit the state of Ohio." 
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ODOT funding is near "crisis" levels, he said. Drivers are hitting the road less, partly due to high gas prices, 

and they are driving higher-mileage vehicles. 

That's dampened state and federal revenue from taxes at the fuel pump, which generate about $2.4 billion 

yearly for ODOT. That's not enough to meet the needs of an aging road system, ODOT officials said. 

Leasing the turnpike would bridge the funding gap, yielding money for projects like a reconfigured Inner 

Belt and the Opportunity Corridor, a proposed link between Interstate 490 and University Circle, ODOT 

officials said. 

Kasich has said he'd like to clear $2.4 billion from a lease deal. A majority of that would go to northern 

Ohio, Wray said. 

Kasich would like a 30-year lease, with an upfront payment and a yearly cut of the toll revenue, Wray said. 

But local leaders and transportation planners say they are against leasing the Turnpike, which is separate 

from ODOT. The Turnpike is governed by a nine-member commission, which includes the ODOT director, 

and covers all its expenses with toll revenue. 

The Turnpike is well run, local officials say, and putting it in the hands of a private operator could lead to a 

host of problems. 

Higher tolls are likely, which could result in truck traffic diverting to alternate routes. That would make them 

less safe and costlier for local communities to maintain, local officials said. 

Wray said a lease would be structured to cap tolls and to ensure roads are maintained to ODOT standards, 

from grass cutting and bridge upkeep to pavement replacement and snow removal. 

A private operator would face penalties if it doesn't meet expectations, Wray said. 

The operator risks losing traffic -- and revenue -- if tolls go too high and roads fall apart, he said. 

"If the restaurant is dirty and the food's bad, then nobody comes," Wray said. "It's in their interest to keep 

the turnpike in good condition and make it a good buy." 

A private operator will have no trouble finding fat to cut, lessening the pressure to raise tolls, Wray and his 

staff believe. 

They think the turnpike is overstaffed and overpaid. 
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Greg Murphy, Wray's chief of staff, cited a Plain Dealer story while claiming that over 600 toll takers make 

an average $63,000 a year. 

That kind of pay "to take a ticket and give change seems a little excessive to me," Murphy said. 

In fact, the story Murphy cited said 230 full-time collectors averaged about $56,500 yearly. The Turnpike 

has about 460 full- and part-time collectors. 

The story also noted that, excluding toll workers, the Turnpike pays its employees 17 percent more, on 

average, than ODOT. 

Wray noted that the average county engineering department in Ohio maintains some 350 to 400 miles of 

roads with budgets of $10 million to $15 million. 

The turnpike, by comparison, takes care of 241 miles of road with a $231 million budget, Wray said. 

But the turnpike is far more than a highway, said Daniel Castrigano, the turnpike's chief engineer and 

interim executive director. 

It's duties include maintaining 16 service plazas, fueling stations, 31 interchanges, eight maintenance 

buildings and an Ohio Highway Patrol post. 

Murphy said the turnpike operates on about $90 million to $100 million a year, less than half of its annual 

revenue. 

"What they do with their revenue is to spend the money," he said. "They pave more often than they need to, 

they buy trucks and equipment more often than they need to." 

Castrigano said resurfacing projects this summer include two stretches that haven't been resurfaced in 15 

years and one that hasn't been done in 20. 

The turnpike will spend about $120 million to operate this year, nearly half of the $250 million it expects 

to collect, Castrigano said. 

Other expenses include $50 million for debt payments. Nearly $80 million is set aside for capital projects, 

though the turnpike rarely comes close to spending that much, he said. 

ODOT is studying other options besides a lease, including making the Turnpike part of ODOT. Toll profits 

could be used to issue bonds for transportation projects, Wray said. 
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The governor prefers a lease because of the up-front cash it would yield, Wray said. The pathway to a 

Turnpike lease will likely be laid out in provisions of the two-year spending bill that legislators are 

hammering out in Columbus. 

Kasich prefers the Senate version, which would have the General Assembly vote on terms and conditions of 

a Turnpike lease. 

Those terms would then be put out for bid, with ODOT and Kasich's top budget officers striking a deal with 

the best bidder. The Ohio Controlling Board would vote on the deal. 

Wray expects the complex process to take at least a year. 

"I'm not here to pick on the Turnpike," Wray said. "We are looking at what do we need to do to benefit the 

state, and this is an asset that has value to us that's not being leveraged."

© 2011 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Enlarge John Kuntz, The Plain Dealer

Construction continues at the site of the Cleveland Medical Mart &
Convention Center on Thursday. The $465 million project, scheduled
to open in late 2013, is one of several big-ticket developments
bringing attention to downtown Cleveland. The prospect of increased

 By Michelle Jarboe, The Plain Dealer 
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Billions of dollars in development, redevelopment
stir up dust around Cleveland
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14
Map updated with new controls

After decades of complacency followed

by years of playing catch-up, Cleveland

finally has the potential to stride

forward.

At least that's how Joe Roman, head of

the region's chamber of commerce,

sees things. Admittedly a booster,

Roman still acknowledges the city's

challenges -- a shrinking population,

high unemployment and the scars of

years of residential and corporate flight

to the suburbs.

But with big-ticket projects popping up

downtown and in University Circle, the

repositioning of Midtown as a possible

health-technology corridor, major

investments by Cleveland's hospitals

and expansions of homegrown business

from Miceli Dairy Products to Great

Lakes Brewing Co., he sees Cleveland

at a turning point -- one where detailed

planning and public investment are

finally bringing more private dollars to

play.
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convention traffic has prompted a hotel renovation and construction
race downtown, as developers jostle to see who can find financing
first to remake dilapidated hotels or revive historic buildings as a
hospitality project.

A billion dollars' worth of projects in Cleveland
gallery (10 photos)

See the gallery as a
photo essay

"It's really

fun right now

in our town,"

said Roman,

chief executive officer of the Greater

Cleveland Partnership. "That doesn't

mean everything is solved, but we're

seeing the investment total tipped

toward the heavy positive side. ... We're not fixing bridges. We're creating new addresses."

Actually, one of the largest projects is a bridge -- the dramatic makeover of the Inner Belt into

two spans over the Cuyahoga River. Add that to other significant public and private projects, and

there's $5.4 billion-plus in new construction or major redevelopment recently finished, under

construction or planned within the city's borders.

Amid chatter about big investments in the region -- the Greater Cleveland Partnership estimates

about $7 billion is being spent on major real estate, corporate and business-development efforts in

Cleveland and its suburbs - The Plain Dealer looked at the landscape of some of the most notable

projects, with price tags of at least $5 million.

It's not an exhaustive study. Many neighborhood projects cost far less, but they have huge

impacts for residents who benefit from refurbished houses, parks, redesigned streets, public

spaces and storefront-renovation programs. Other undertakings, including the transformation of a

former department store into apartments at 668 Euclid Ave., were finished before 2011 - the

cutoff point for this exercise.

And some plans - a master vision for Cleveland Hopkins International Airport, emerging ideas for

fixing up the Flats, possible paths for the Opportunity Corridor on the east side and a lakefront

proposal floated by the Cleveland Browns - are still evolving, with too much uncertainty about the

details or the sources of funding.
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Locations in the map below are approximate. Green markers show completed projects, red
markers are under construction, blue markers are planned, and gray ones are "other."
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Lisa DeJong, The Plain Dealer

Joyce Hairston stands in front of her Slavic Village home last October. 
It sits in the path of the proposed Opportunity Corridor, a roadway 
project she welcomes.

 

Opportunity Corridor's latest alignment would uproot more than 
90 families, a dozen businesses 
Published: Monday, July 18, 2011, 5:55 AM     Updated: Monday, July 18, 2011, 7:34 AM

 
By 

Tom Breckenridge, The Plain Dealer 
 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- More than 90 families 

and a dozen businesses would be uprooted 

to make way forOpportunity Corridor, 

the boulevard that would link Interstate 

490 and University Circle through the 

city's poorest neighborhoods. 

After two years of study, planners for the 

city and ODOT have unveiled a preferred 

route that curves 23/4 miles, creates a 

half dozen intersections and makes way 

for expansion plans at Orlando Baking Co. 

and Miceli Dairy Products. 

A committee of transportation, business 

and neighborhood leaders recently 

endorsed the 35 mph route's path. 

The proposed boulevard features a green median and a bike-and-hike trail, renderings show. 

The committee is co-chaired by Terry Egger, publisher of The Cleveland Plain Dealer, and venture capitalist 

Jamie Ireland. 

"This project is much more than just transportation," said Terri Hamilton Brown, who is directing the 

project as a consultant to the Greater Cleveland Partnership. "We see it as an opportunity to advance 

economic development in Cleveland neighborhoods." 

The route's path is not finished. The city and ODOT want residents and businesses from Central, Slavic 

Village, Kinsman, Fairfax and Buckeye to weigh in at four public meetings later this month. 

Page 1 of 5Opportunity Corridor's latest alignment would uproot more than 90 families, a dozen busi...

7/18/2011http://blog.cleveland.com/metro//print.html



Public meetings on 

Opportunity Corridor

ODOT and Cleveland 

have scheduled four 

meetings to update the 

public, and hear their 

feedback, on plans for 

the Opportunity Corridor. 

• 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 

p.m. July 26, at Calvary 

Hill Baptist Church, 2171 

East 103rd St. 

• 6 to 8 p.m. July 27, 

Elizabeth Baptist Church, 

6114 Francis Ave. 

• 6 to 8 p.m. July 28, 

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, 

7510 Woodland Ave. 

Features of Opportunity Corridor

Plans for the 2¾-mile boulevard include:  

 

• A roadway that's up to 40 yards wide, to accommodate six 

lanes. 

• A green median and a 10-foot-wide path for pedestrian and 

bicyclists. 

• New intersections at Kinsman Road, East 75th Street, East 

79th Street, Buckeye Road, Woodland Avenue, East 93rd 

Street and Quincy Avenue. 

• A $213.4 million estimated cost, not including utility 

relocation. That's down from estimates as high as $360 

million, which included more expensive alternatives for the 

corridor's alignment. 

Once a consensus is reached, construction would start no sooner than 2016 -- if 

funding can be found, officials said. 

Money is not available for the project, as federal and state transportation 

budgets tighten. 

But ODOT officials have said Opportunity Corridor is the kind of project that 

could be funded with proceeds from leasing the Ohio Turnpike, which Gov. John 

Kasich is pursuing. 

The project is estimated at $213.4 million, which does not include the cost of 

relocating utilities, officials said. 

The boulevard would create intersections -- and, hopefully, pockets of vitality -- 

at arteries including Kinsman and Buckeye roads and Woodland Avenue. 

But building the boulevard means acquiring dozens of properties, knocking 

down buildings and relocating families and businesses, at an estimated cost of 

$22.7 million, ODOT's study of the proposed alignment showed. 

That includes 63 homes and multi-unit dwellings, sheltering 95 families. Thirteen companies in 23 buildings 

would be relocated. One church - the Greater Roman Baptist Church at East 88th and Buckeye -- would be 

displaced. 

Crews would also deal with up to 18 sites contaminated with hazardous materials. 

The St. Hyacinth neighborhood in Slavic 

Village, rocked in recent years by 

foreclosure and the shutdown of a Catholic 

church, would take the heaviest hit, with 

more than 40 residential properties taken 

for the project. 

The number is high because Councilman 

Anthony Brancatelli and the 

project committee favor a traffic option 

that has Opportunity Corridor running 

under East 55th Street. The two roads 

would link via a short, curving connector 

to the south that cuts into the St. Hyacinth 

neighborhood. 
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Previous stories

Oct. 7: Residents in battered Slavic Village aren't sure 

whether Opportunity Corridor would be boon or bane 

 

Oct. 6: Cleveland's proposed Opportunity Corridor 

generates anxiety and hope at East Side meeting  

 

More about Opportunity Corridor 

Other options either didn't fully link the two streets or resulted in a regular intersection with roads up to nine 

lanes wide, a dicey crossing for pedestrians. 

A key to redevelopment of St. Hyacinth will be a strong, pedestrian link to the refurbished RTA station 

nearby. It's northeast of East 55th and I-490. 

Brancatelli and Marie Kittredge, executive director of the Slavic Village development corporation, are 

pushing for a pedestrian bridge that would link the neighborhood to the RTA station over Opportunity 

Corridor. 

The city and ODOT are considering the idea. 

The new RTA station, the corridor's bike-and-hike path and the easy drive to University Circle are assets that 

would attract new housing and help revive the neighborhood, Kittredge said. 

Of the homes that would be razed, only about a dozen are occupied by owners, Brancatelli estimated. 

Property owners are leery of the project, he said. 

"There absolutely is a fear of the unknown and the timing," Brancatelli said. "The questions I hear is. 'Should 

I fix my roof, buy a furnace, put a new driveway in?' " 

Some are afraid of losing their properties for pennies on the dollar, he said. 

For those who must relocate and want to stay in the area, the foreclosure crisis has yielded a supply of 

quality homes in Slavic Village, he said. 

Joyce Hairston's home sits in the boulevard's path in St. Hyacinth. Only now are her neighbors starting to 

realize the project's potential impact, said Hairston, a member of the steering committee. 

She'll miss a weeping willow her husband 

planted for her and the sense of 

community, if the project ever comes to 

fruition. 

But she supports it. Renderings show an 

attractive boulevard that would lift the 

neighborhood's image, she said. 
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But Hairston and others have concerns. They wonder whether project advocates will truly push for 

development in the suffering neighborhoods. 

"I have some concerns that it lives up to its name," said Tim Tramble, director of Burten, Bell, Carr 

Development, Inc., which serves Central, Kinsman and North Broadway. "I think it could be a very 

dangerous thing that it simply transports people from 490 to University Circle." 

History shows that highway links to urban employment centers allow population and investment to move 

out, he said. 

Project proponents said the corridor's curving alignment, multiple intersections and 35 mph speed limit 

aren't designed to speed traffic along. 

The aim is to open access to hundreds of acres of vacant and underused land, they said. 

Plans call for no retail along the boulevard, to avoid competing with neighborhood shops, said Hamilton 

Brown. 

Instead, officials favor development that dovetails with manufacturing uses to the corridor's west, near 

Interstates 490 and 77, and medical uses to the east. 

The Cleveland Clinic and other major institutions "are running out of space and could have related facilities 

that could push down the corridor," said Cleveland Planning Director Bob Brown. 

Several grant-funded studies of the corridor's impact are underway. One will gauge future real estate 

demands, while another will plot ways to clean up and develop contaminated sites. 

Traffic engineers, and Mayor Frank Jackson, want the corridor's path to accommodate Miceli and Orlando, 

too, Brown said. 

"Both [businesses] have persevered in very difficult areas and have serious expansion plans,'' Brown said. 

Designs show the corridor going through an Orlando's parking lot. 

"So we're trying to move it a little bit south," Brown said. 

Hamilton Brown, the project director, is unabashed in support of the corridor's other aim of move traffic 

more easily to University Circle. 

"The University Circle area is growing and it is adding jobs and we will help support that,'' Hamilton Brown 

said. "So it is an investment that will help the community continue to grow.'' 
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Opportunity Corridor to connect I-490 to University Circle 

provides bittersweet opportunity

   

 

Posted: 07/26/2011 
Last Updated: 20 hours and 34 minutes ago 

 By: Paul Kiska, newsnet5.com

CLEVELAND - Opportunity Corridor, a new two-and-

a-half mile long boulevard that would connect I-490 

to University Circle, provides bittersweet opportunity 

for neighbors.

When Joyce Hairston thinks about leaving her home 

of 16 years, she said she considers it a bittersweet 

prospect. Her home on Butler Avenue is one of 95 

that may be taken by eminent domain to make way 

for the Cleveland Opportunity Corridor.

The Opportunity Corridor is a massive transportation

project on the city’s southeast side that would connect I-490 to University 

Circle. The project promises to open the door to new economic development 

and jobs in an area with little to no economic activity right now.

The route the Ohio Department of Transportation recommended will connect 

490 from East 55th to East 105th and Quincy. This will allow thousands of 

motorists to have an alternate route into the University Circle area and 

possibly trigger business growth in what has become known as the forgotten 

triangle.

Homeowners like Joyce Hairston would lose their homes -- and that gives her 

the opportunity to get out of a rundown, depressed neighborhood.

“I probably couldn’t get a thousand bucks for my house right now,” said 

Hairston. “But where do you go? I’ve had 16 wonderful years here.”

Hairston did say the state is making an “equitable offer” for her property. Out 

of 95 homes that may be affected, it appears only 12 are owner-occupied. 

Many are boarded up. Some are spray painted with the words "No Copper 

Inside" -- a warning to vandals who might try to steal the pipes.

City and state officials are holding public meetings this week to hear from 

residents and others with an interest in the project.

A meeting will be held Tuesday night from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Calvary Hill 

Baptist Church at 2171 East 103rd Street in Cleveland.

What do you think of this project? Chime in by entering your comments in the 

form below.

For more information about the Opportunity Corridor project, go to ODOT's 

website: http://5.wews.com/DFm 

Copyright 2011 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed.
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WJW
'Opportunity Corridor' Could Put Homes, Businesses in Jeopardy

By Mark Zinni

Fox 8 News Reporter

10:33 PM EDT, July 26, 2011

CLEVELAND

Businesses and homeowners are bracing for some possible
bad news as the city gears up for a major road project.

On Tuesday, Cleveland's planning director and
representatives from the Ohio Department of Transportation
held informational meetings on the Opportunity Corridor.

The newly-proposed multi-lane boulevard would stretch from
the end of I-490 at E. 55th Street to University Circle.

"The idea here is to build a boulevard that connects traffic
into these neighborhoods that so much need the development
and job growth," said Robert Brown from the city planning
department.

Because the road would be new, it would require the demolition of some old homes, possibly as many as 90,
including Eula Scott's house on Grand Avenue.

"Why?" asked Scott. "That would be my thought, why? Could they fix it, I don't know, some other kinda
way?"

The plan also calls for the demolition of the Greater Roman Baptist Church at E. 88th and Buckeye.

"We are working very hard to minimize the number of buildings, the number of households that would be
displaced," said Brown.

The Orlando Baking Company has been a Cleveland staple for more than a century and the proposed
roadway would run right outside their front door on Grand Avenue.

"You know, as a company, we all feel that the road is great for the city, we want to see the road happen. But
in return, we don't want to get landlocked either," said John Anthony Orlando.

The Orlando's want the road moved further south, which is possible since the plans haven't been finalized.

The city needs federal approval before breaking ground.
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The plan will be evaluated and submitted to the federal highway department early next year.

Additional informational meetings have been scheduled for Wednesday, July 27 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at
Elizabeth Baptist Church, 6114 Francis Avenue and Thursday, July 28 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Mt. Sinai
Baptist Church, 7510 Woodland Avenue.

Copyright © 2011, WJW-TV
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Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Your input is wanted about the 
Opportunity Corridor
Proposed highway would connect I-490 with University Circle

By Tom Moore, Newsradio WTAM 1100

WTAM - Local News

 

(Cleveland)--The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) is holding four public input sessions 
this week on the proposed Opportunity Corridor, the proposed highway to run from the eastern 
end of I-490 at East 55th Street to University Circle. 
 
ODOT spokeswoman Amanda Lee tells WTAM 1100 that the purpose of these sessions this week 
is to get community feedback, to present environmental and engineering studies, and to present 
what ODOT says is the preferred route for the proposed route. 
 
The idea of the Opportunity Corridor is to make it easier for traffic to get to an area of Cleveland 
known as the "forgotten triangle" where commercial activity has died in recent years due to a lack 
of easy access to freeways. It'll also make it easier to get from the west side to University Circle.

 
 
Lee says the Opportunity Corridor won't be a freeway, rather it'll be a highway with three lanes in 
each direction, a boulevard-type median, and bicycle lanes. She says it'll be designed so as not to 
slice neighborhoods in half, as freeways have done. 
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The public input sessions are as follows: 
 
--Tuesday, July 26, 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m., both at Calvary Hill Baptist Church, 2171 East 103rd 
Street 
 
--Wednesday, July 27, 6-8 p.m., Elizabeth Baptist Church, 6114 Francis Avenue  
 
--Thursday, July 28, 6-8 p.m., Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, 7510 Woodland Avenue 
 

 Get breaking news sent to your mobile phone. Text "news" to 21095.  
 
(Copyright 2011 Clear Channel, all rights reserved.)  
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While construction of a new Inner Belt Bridge continues apace, local 
transportation officials fear funding uncertainties will harm other big-
ticket road projects across the region. 

Home > Metro - cleveland.com > Real Time News

Cleveland-area road projects face tight funding, 
uncertain future
Published: Monday, October 17, 2011, 6:00 PM     Updated: Tuesday, October 18, 2011, 10:57 AM

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Funding for sorely 

needed, big-ticket road projects is in 

trouble here and across Ohio. 

Local transportation leaders said Friday 

they are confident money will be 

available for the region's most-vital 

project, the $350 million demolition 

and replacement of the existing 

Inner Belt Bridge by 2016. 

But unrelenting needs, limited 

resources and dwindling federal cash 

have thrown a shroud of uncertainty 

over projects ranging from the 

widening of Interstate 271 in Oakwood 

and Bedford to the Opportunity 

Corridor in Cleveland. 

"We are on the precipice here of a real infrastructure funding crisis," Ronald Eckner, a top 

transportation planner, said in an interview this week. 

Eckner delivered the same message to a room full of government leaders Friday, during a board 

meeting of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency. 

NOACA sets transportation priorities across Cuyahoga, Lake, Geauga, Medina and Lorain counties. 

The NOACA board voted Friday to recommend $1.07 billion worth of projects (pdf, p. 32) to 

the little-known but powerful Transportation Review Advisory Council. 

TRAC, chaired by Ohio Department of Transportation Director Jerry Wray, annually sets a multi-

year agenda for design and construction of projects costing $12 million or more. 

TRAC's job has grown increasingly difficult. 

 

Sign in | Register for free Site Search Search Local Business Listings

  

Brought to you by:

Home News Business Sports Entertainment Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate Rentals Classified Ads Shopping

Search for keywords, people, locations, obituaries, Web ID and more.. Submit Q

Page 1 of 5Cleveland-area road projects face tight funding, uncertain future | cleveland.com

10/18/2011http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2011/10/cleveland-area_road_projects_f.html



©2011 Google -
Map data ©2011 Google - 

View Proposed ODOT Projects in Northeast Ohio in a larger map.

The 45 northern Ohio projects proposed for TRAC funding are on the 

map above -- some clustered in broader projects -- but not ranked in 

any order.

Click on the markers to read more about each project, including the cost 

(in TRAC money only, many have other funding attached as well). Which 

projects would you fund first? Which ones should wait? Leave a comment 

at the end of this story offering your opinion on how the committee could 

have ranked the projects.

Wray recently warned NOACA and other planning agencies statewide that TRAC had committed to 

$3.3 billion in big-ticket projects through 2017. But projected revenue for all that work is only 

$1.7 billion. 

To bring a dose of reality to the scene, Wray urged planning agencies to huddle with elected and 

business leaders to rank their road projects. 

And he wanted them prioritized by phase, such as land acquisition, design and construction. 

NOACA's regional wish list has about 20 projects broken into 45 phases. It will compete against 

other regions, with TRAC expected to vote in December on a statewide priority list. 

After public hearings, TRAC will finalize the list by next spring. 

The statewide competition probably means important projects here will be delayed - unless more 

federal funding can be found. 

Congress, locked in partisan debate over budget priorities, recently approved transportation 

funding at current levels only through next March. 

The multibillion-dollar pot of 

federal gas tax money that 

pays for road projects 

continues to decline, partly 

because fuel-efficient cars and 

trucks are using less gas. 

Unless Congress acts to raise 

the gas tax or generate money 

in other ways, NOACA's list of 

road projects "is in jeopardy," 

NOACA's Eckner told his board 

Friday. 

An ODOT spokesman said the 

funding dilemma "reinforces 

the importance of exploring all 

funding alternatives.'' That 

includes the possible lease of 

the Ohio Turnpike, which Gov. 

John Kasich believes could yield 

several billion dollars for the 

state. 

The cash crunch is creating 

uncertainty for high-profile 

projects here. 

Money is already set aside for the $287.4 million construction of a new Interstate 90 bridge in 

Cleveland, going up north of the existing one. 

Myron Pakush, head of ODOT's Cleveland-area district, is among officials who say they'd be 

surprised if TRAC didn't put its stamp of approval on money for the 2013 demolition of the 

existing bridge over the Cuyahoga River and its $320 million replacement. 

Once built, the replacement will handle eastbound traffic, while the first bridge will handle traffic 

headed west. 

The top project on NOACA's priority list is the $21.2 million separation of road and rail line on 

Ohio 58 in Wellington, south of Oberlin in Lorain County. The long-sought project would be done 

by 2014. 

Ranked high in Cuyahoga County is the $6 million construction of a bike-and-hike path on 

the Lorain-Carnegie (Hope Memorial) Bridge. 
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Traffic streams through the intersection of East 55th Street, Woodland 
Avenue and Kinsman Road Friday afternoon. Crashes are a regular 
occurence here. 

Home > Metro - cleveland.com > Real Time News

Greater Cleveland's riskiest intersections 
spotlighted by new crash analysis
Published: Monday, January 09, 2012, 6:00 AM 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The snow flying 

Tuesday afternoon made the region's 

most-perilous intersection a bit more 

dicey. 

Traffic stacked, horns blared and 

pedestrians scurried where East 55th 

Street, Woodland Avenue and Kinsman 

Road meet on Cleveland's East side. 

The five-way crossroad "is one big 

confusion-congestion," Denise 

McPherson, 57, of South Euclid says, 

while warming herself in a nearby 

Marathon gas station. "If you're not 

from Cleveland, you'll get in an 

accident." 

Indeed, 161 smashups -- roughly one a week -- occurred here from 2007 to 2009, more than any 

other intersection in five counties, a new study shows (pdf). 

Cleveland's downtown and East Side have eight of the top 10 high-crash intersections, the 

analysis by the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency shows. 

The five-county planning agency ranked 103 intersections that saw 50 crashes or more during the 

three years. The study counted crashes 100 feet from the middle of an intersection. 

Intersections were ranked by the number of accidents, the cost of property damage and injuries, 

and the rate of accidents. 

NOACA, the Ohio Department of Transportation and the region's cities use the data to 

spotlight problem-plagued intersections and fix them, if possible. 

The highest-crash intersections are no surprise, says NOACA's Gary Grano, the study's author. 
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They're big intersections moving lots 

of traffic, often cheek-by-jowl with 

busy retail and gas stations that 

complicate traffic movement. 

"When you have lots of traffic, that's 

where you'll have a lot of crashes," 

Grano said. "It really is that simple 

sometimes." 

Crashes, in general, are down across 

the region's roadways, the study 

showed. 

In Cuyahoga, Lorain, Medina, Lake 

and Geauga counties, crashes 

declined 25 percent from 2000 to 

2009, a bit better than the statewide 

reduction. 

Drivers crashed 48,530 times in 2009, an average of 133 each day across the five counties. 

The crashes resulted in 121 fatalities in 2009, 18 percent fewer than 2000. 

Statewide, fatalities declined 25 percent over the same period. 

"Vehicle safety technologies, along with increased enforcement of seat-belt laws, speed limits and 

penalizing aggressive driving, have made a very large impact," the study said. 

But alcohol showed an alarming persistence. More than one-third of the fatalities in 2009 were 

alcohol-related, compared with 24 percent in 2000.  "It is possible further education of the 

dangers of drinking and driving is needed," the study said. 

Public safety officials and transportation planners are well aware of the high-crash intersections in 

their communities. 

Cleveland Traffic Commissioner James 

P. Muhic said a recent crash analysis 

by the city found East 55th-Woodland-

Kinsman to have the most accidents 

since 2006, the same finding as the 

NOACA study. 

His office recently recommended 

placing a fixed traffic camera near East 

45th Street and Woodland, to slow 

eastbound traffic headed for the intersection. 

About 48,000 drivers a day approach the intersection, on their way to and from University Circle, 

downtown and East Side communities. 

The mayhem included 51 smashups in which someone was injured, also the highest number in the 

region, the NOACA study showed. 

Muhic noted that some of the top crash sites in Cleveland are near downtown attractions or 

University Circle, which draw throngs of drivers unfamiliar with the chancy intersections. 

He believes traffic cameras near two of the city's high-crash intersections -- East 55th and 

Carnegie Avenue, and East 131st and Harvard Avenue -- have improved safety, though he did not 

have crash statistics to show that. 

The number of tickets at both intersections is declining, evidence that camera-wary drivers are 

more careful, officials said. 
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Six intersections had more than 100 crashes over the three years.

In Cleveland, that included the East 55th-Kinsman-Woodland site; the intersection of Ontario 

Street, Carnegie Avenue and Central Viaduct, with 148 crashes; and Harvard Avenue and Lee 

Road, with 105 crashes. 

The other three sites were outside of Cleveland. One was the confounding six-way nexus of 

Chagrin Boulevard, Warrensville Center Road, Northfield Road and Van Aken Boulevard in Shaker 

Heights, which saw 160 crashes.

It's due for an $18 million conversion to a four-way intersection, with construction scheduled to 

start in 2013. 

In Lake County, Reynolds Road (Ohio 306) and Mentor Avenue in Mentor registered 140 crashes. 

ODOT is studying this intersection under its Safety Program, which recommends short- and long

-term improvements at high-crash sites, spokeswoman Amanda Lee said in an e-mail. 

The program has $72 million a year to help pay for fixes, Lee said. 

ODOT engineers are also studying the Royalton (Ohio 82) and Howe roads in Strongsville, Lee 

said. The intersection congests with traffic from Interstate 71 and the nearby Westfield SouthPark 

Mall. 

The intersection had 108 crashes over three years. 

In Lorain County, the highest-crash intersection was Center Road (Ohio 83) and Detroit Road, just 

south of Interstate 90 near the Avon Commons shopping center. The Avon intersection saw 91 

crashes. 

In Medina County, the High Street (Ohio 94) and Great Oaks Trail intersection in Wadsworth saw 

65 crashes. The site is just north of Interstate 76, serving a busy shopping center. 

Geauga County, the least populated of the five counties, had no intersections on the NOACA crash 

list. 

But the county has a roadway nemesis -- animals, particularly deer. 

One of every seven crashes involved an animal, the highest rate in the five counties, the study 

showed. 

Related topics: noaca, northeast ohio areawide coordinating agency, odot, ohio department of 
transportation 
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Cleveland officials feel that funding for the second span of the Inner
Belt Bridge should be a top priority. Cleveland's second new bridge
might not open until 2026 instead of 2016, under a draft of a
funding list that ODOT released Jan. 17.

 By Tom Breckenridge, The Plain Dealer 
Follow

Home > Metro - cleveland.com > Innerbelt Bridge

Funding for second Inner Belt Bridge could take a
back seat to statewide projects
Published: Sunday, January 29, 2012, 6:00 AM

A dozen projects, including a highway

upgrade in downtown Dayton and the

widening of Pearl Road in Strongsville,

will see money for construction years

before the second Inner Belt Bridge is

funded.

And that boggles the minds of

Cleveland officials, from Mayor Frank

Jackson on down.

They don't begrudge money for

projects elsewhere. But they believe

that the two-bridge replacement of a

deteriorating Interstate 90 span -- a

vital east-west link for Cleveland and

northern Ohio -- should be the top

priority.

Officials at the Ohio Department of Transportation insist they're not giving Cleveland the shaft.

They're just following policy: Major road and bridge projects that are ready for bid get the money

first.

That means Cleveland's second new bridge might not open until 2026 instead of 2016, under a

draft of a funding list that ODOT released Jan. 17. It's not that the project won't be ready, it's just

that the money won't be available when it is ready to be bid.

The list is based on wrong-headed policy, Cleveland-area leaders say.

They have quickly coalesced to press ODOT -- and an advisory panel that will approve the final

funding list -- to stick with the original plan.
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ODOT big-ticket projects

The Ohio Department of Transportation's draft of a list of

funds for big-ticket projects statewide is generally bad news

for local road and bridge efforts. Here's how a number of

local projects fared.

• West Shoreway conversion: $30 million that local officials

expected to have for a West 73rd Street underpass in 2014

wouldn't be available until 2026.

Doing otherwise leaves the city dealing with "intolerable" choices between bridge safety and traffic

congestion, says Chris Warren, chief of regional development for Jackson.

Cleveland officials aren't the only ones grumbling.

ODOT, under Gov. John Kasich, released a draft funding list that, in some cases, postponed the

state's largest construction projects by a decade or more.

ODOT Director Jerry Wray and Kasich, the man who appointed him, said it was time for fiscal

discipline.

Previous administrations vastly over promised what the state could afford in building multimillion-

dollar infrastructure improvements, they said.

Bill Dingus, a member of ODOT's advisory panel, acknowledged that the panel was too optimistic

in projecting how much federal gas tax money would flow to the state.

ODOT receives about $1.2 billion a year in federal fuel taxes, a number that's expected to dwindle

unless Congress passes a more robust spending bill soon.

"You think things will be better," said Dingus, a six-year panel member and executive director of

the Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce in southern Ohio.

Inflation also pumped up the cost of projects, which take years to design, bid out and build, he

said.

Under ODOT's draft funding list, projects simply roll out as they are ready to be bid and as money

-- about $100 million a year -- is available.

The policy is meant to be objective and fair and "to take the politics out of decision-making,"

ODOT spokesman Steve Faulkner said.

Unfortunately, 12 other projects will be ready for construction bidding before July 2013, when the

second bridge would be ready for bidding, the funding list showed.

The dozen projects include the $238 million upgrade of Interstate 75 in downtown Dayton; the

$152 million improvement of a stretch of I-75 in Cincinnati; and the $11.8 million widening of

Pearl Road, from Boston to Drake roads in Strongsville.

The list shows no money for construction projects in Ohio in the three years before 2023, when

ODOT would release $320 million for the second Inner Belt Bridge.

The three-year lull allows ODOT to gather money, at the rate of $100 million a year, to pay for

the second bridge, Faulkner said.

The funding crunch highlights the need to find new income for roads and bridges, such as

leveraging toll revenue from the Ohio Turnpike, Kasich and ODOT officials have said.

Kasich has denied the project-funding bombshell was designed to boost his controversial proposal

to divert turnpike revenue to the state.

Officials have safety,
gridlock concerns

ODOT's insistence on rolling out

projects based on readiness and

available money ignores the urgency of

a two-bridge plan that ODOT endorsed,

said Warren, Cleveland's chief of
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• Ohio 58 in Wellington, Lorain County: $14.2 million

needed to separate the road from a rail line would be

available in 2018, instead of 2014.

• Pearl Road widening in Strongsville: Some $6 million

needed to widen Pearl between Boston and Drake roads

would be available in 2019, instead of 2013.

• Opportunity Corridor. The effort to link Interstate 490 and

East 105th Street via a boulevard would receive $1.7 million

for further design.

• Clifton Boulevard enhancements: This $9.5 million project,

to upgrade bus and pedestrian sites along the busy

Cleveland-Lakewood route, was not recommended for

funding. Cleveland, Lakewood and Regional Transit Authority

officials are reconsidering their funding options.

• Inner Belt. Building two new bridges to replace the current

Inner Belt span is only the first phase of a multibillion-dollar

plan to redo the curving, dicey Inner Belt, from the bridges

through Dead Man's Curve.

Part of the project includes some $27.4 million to upgrade

Interstate 77 at Interstate 490. The money would be

available in 2034, instead of 2016. Some $160 million to

improve the Central Interchange would be available in 2036,

instead of 2017.

In a related development, ODOT and MidTown Cleveland

Inc. recently agreed to abide by the findings of a new

economic development study, which will look at alternatives

to closing off Prospect and Carnegie avenues in a

reconfigured Inner Belt.

MidTown had opposed the closings, saying it would hurt a

growing health-and-technology corridor. The study will be

done by 2013.

regional development.

That plan includes demolishing the

aging Inner Belt Bridge in 2014. ODOT

ordered $10 million worth of repairs

and temporarily closed lanes on the

bridge in late 2008, to lighten the load

on weakened beams.

ODOT said then that the bridge was

deteriorating faster than expected. The

repairs, finished last spring, improved

the bridge's condition to "serious" from

"critical," according to the most recent

inspection.

By 2014, the bridge will be five years

beyond its 50-year life span. The

bridge and its design are similar to a

bridge that collapsed in Minneapolis in

2007, killing 13 people.

Original plans called for a new bridge,

rising now just north of the existing

Inner Belt span, to open in late 2013.

The existing bridge would then be

demolished and the new bridge would

handle traffic in both directions -- four

lanes west, two lanes east -- until

2016, when the second bridge opened.

But ODOT's draft funding list shows

money for demolition wouldn't be

available until 2018. Money for the

second bridge would be available five

years later.

ODOT said options could include using the existing span beyond 2014, possibly handling just

eastbound traffic. The new span would handle westbound traffic, as it was designed to do.

City officials said using the first, new bridge for two-way traffic beyond 2016 would probably result

in nasty backups, because the bridge would carry only two eastbound lanes.

Officials expect to see traffic into downtown build in the coming years as a new casino, medical

mart-convention center and other attractions take hold.

"It creates absolute gridlock downtown," Warren said. "And if you use the existing bridge beyond

2016, you create an unsafe, potentially catastrophic situation."

Jackson said he sees a disconnect between ODOT's past concern with the existing span's structural

safety and the possibility of using it beyond 2014, when the original plan called for its demolition.

"It was the state who pressed the urgency of the replacement of the bridge," Jackson said.

ODOT officials said they'll now analyze options for using the existing bridge and the first new one

in 2014 and beyond.

"Under no circumstances will we allow anything to endanger the public on that bridge or any

bridge in Ohio," ODOT Director Wray said.
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Some critics point to Cincinnati bridge project

Some local officials who feel shorted by ODOT are eyeing the big outlay of money proposed for

the Brent Spence Bridge project in Cincinnati.

ODOT's draft list showed nearly $64 million to buy land for the project in 2013. Only one

Cuyahoga County project would see money that year -- $1.7 million to design the Opportunity

Corridor, the proposed boulevard between Interstate 490 and University Circle. ODOT estimated

that project at $215 million, though it's not clear where the money would come from or when the

boulevard would be built.

The Brent Spence project, estimated at $2.4 billion, aims to replace an obsolete bridge over the

Ohio River and improve a chronically congested, 7.8-mile corridor.

The roadway carries Interstates 71 and 75 through downtown Cincinnati and into northern

Kentucky.

Community leaders in southwest Ohio rank it as the region's most important project.

Faulkner said ODOT must keep key projects moving through development, even with limited

funds.

President Barack Obama visited the bridge in September, to highlight the importance of investing

in the nation's roads and bridges.

Faulkner said those who believe Cuyahoga County is getting short shrift should know that the

county receives 30 percent of the $1.9 billion to be spent on road and bridge construction over

the next 24 years.

That's too long for the money to roll out, local officials said, considering previous ODOT promises

and the potential for adverse impacts on Greater Cleveland's economy and public safety.

Public can weigh in on funding list

ODOT officials emphasized the controversial funding list is not set in stone.

ODOT's advisory panel is to vote on adopting the draft list at a meeting Tuesday. The public will

have several months to weigh in on the list, which the panel is expected to finalize in the spring.

Several panel members indicated there's flexibility in the list, but not much. If one project moves

up the list, another will move down.

Local leaders, including Jackson and Cuyahoga County Executive Ed FitzGerald, are working with

state and congressional leaders to get the Inner Belt and other local projects, such as the West

Shoreway conversion to a boulevard, moved up the draft list.

State Sen. Shirley Smith, a Democrat from Cleveland, convened a meeting of local leaders soon

after the draft plan was released.

They want ODOT to join a local public forum to explain the project-funding crunch.

"Most people seem absolutely perplexed about what's going on," Smith said. "It feels like we've

been blindsided and rolled over. . . . We've got questions that need answers."

Related topics: cleveland, inner belt bridge, road projects, traffic, transportation funding
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U.S. Rep. Steve LaTourette's retirement will make it even harder for 
Congress to solve problems that require bipartisan cooperation.

 

Steve LaTourette understood the importance of infrastructure -- 
which one big reason he'll be missed: Joe Frolik
Published: Tuesday, August 07, 2012, 5:51 AM 

 
By 

Joe Frolik, The Plain Dealer 
 

Last Monday, the president of the 

American Society of Civil Engineers told a 

Cleveland audience that the nation faces a 

lengthy "to-do" list for roads, bridges, 

dams, sewers, airports, transit, harbors 

and other big-ticket projects that fall 

within that oh-so-unsexy category labeled 

infrastructure. 

Andrew Herrmann of Pittsburgh estimates 

that between now and 2020, it would take 

almost $100 billion a year more than we're 

already spending just to bring U.S. 

transportation networks up to passable 

quality. Doing that, he noted, will require a 

level of national leadership and cooperation rarely seen in Washington these days. 

The day after Herrmann sounded his alarm at the annual meeting of the Build Up Greater Cleveland 

coalition, the prognosis got notably worse when Steve LaTourette announced that he had had it with 

Washington's brand of gridlock and was dropping his bid for a 10th term in the House of Representatives. 

LaTourette's unexpected decision evoked sympathetic statements from colleagues of both parties who said 

they would miss his genial manner and unfailing good humor. The less obtuse among them privately share 

his concern that the people's business stalls when compromise becomes a dirty word. But despite all of the 

laurels bestowed on LaTourette, the reality is that one year after America's credit rating took a hit, the same 

dysfunctional Congress is preparing to drive off a fiscal cliff rather than make the deals that divided 

government requires. No wonder he wants out. 
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Beyond the Capitol, the Bainbridge Township Republican's departure is very bad news for almost everyone 

who was in Herrmann's audience or who worries about America's roads and bridges. Smart legislators pick 

an issue or two on which to concentrate. They burrow in and learn the nuances. They understand funding 

formulas. Luckily for Northeast Ohio, LaTourette chose infrastructure. 

That made him the go-to guy for mayors and county officials of both parties who needed help or advice on a 

project. Even if they were outside his district or were members of the Democratic Party, LaTourette took 

their calls because he had this old-fashioned notion that when you're in Congress and you can help 

somebody back home, you should. 

LaTourette had another old-fashioned idea: He thought government should be able to pay for what it does. 

That put him at odds with many Democrats (and, to be fair, a good number of Bush-era Republicans) who 

like to spend, but prefer to run a tab they hope someone, someday will pay. Nor did it endear him to those 

Republicans, especially of the Tea Party ilk, who don't much like government and really don't like taxes. 

Early in 2011, after taking the temperature of the new 112th Congress, LaTourette reported to our editorial 

board that the House was divided between, "the people on the other side of the aisle who don't want to cut 

anything and the people on my side of the aisle who want to cut everything." 

When it came to infrastructure, he saw the obvious needs and realized that Washington's primary source of 

money for roads and bridges -- the gas tax -- isn't producing nearly enough cash to cover the freight. It 

hasn't been raised since 1992 -- if the 18.3 cents a gallon tax had just risen with inflation, it would be 

30.3 cents now -- and its yield is further reduced because Americans are driving more fuel-efficient cars. 

Short of requiring everyone to acquire a 1977 Dodge Charger, something has to change. LaTourette wanted 

at least a conversation about raising the tax. Not many of his colleagues did. 

Ohio has its own gas tax, but as state transportation officials have admitted, it doesn't generate enough 

money to cover all the promises made by governors of both parties. Leaders in Greater Cleveland are 

working with the state to figure out how to speed up the second Inner Belt Bridge, kick-start the Opportunity 

Corridor and make key improvements around the waterfronts. The Port Authority is asking for a tax hike 

this year because it's been charged with -- among other things -- making sure the west bank of the 

Cuyahoga River doesn't collapse and close the vital shipping lane. Herrmann, for one, thinks what's already 

being done here, including the first new Inner Belt bridge and the HealthLine, is nothing short of amazing in 

this economic climate. So are the private investments already visible along the Euclid Corridor in 

particular. 

Continuing to meet major infrastructure needs will require a lot of large and small fixes. Higher taxes. A 

willingness to consider bonding assets like the Ohio Turnpike. Tolls on some new construction. More public-

private partnerships. 
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It'll also require more leaders like LaTourette, who understand that government's not all bad and that 

"internal improvements," as Alexander Hamilton called them, have always been part of its mission. 

© 2012 cleveland.com. All rights reserved.
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Every Monday -- News from the Greater Cleveland Partnership, November 12, 2012

Opportunity Corridor: What’s new, what’s next  

The GCP continues its leadership role in Opportunity Corridor, the projected $215 million project that will be 
a catalyst for reinvestment in several adjacent communities on Cleveland’s east side. by coordinating with 
the project Steering Committee, local foundations, and representatives from the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) District 12, the City of Cleveland, and community development corporations.  

In 2012, ODOT and HNTB Ohio worked to establish the final proposed route, which included fine-tuning 
portions of the roadway alignment and intersections. The team also continues work on federally required 
environmental studies that will allow the project to seek construction funding.  

The new three-mile boulevard will help drive reinvestment into nearby communities with the redevelopment of hundreds of acres of underutilized land into 
vital, neighborhood assets. It also will improve connections between I-490 and University Circle, where 45,000 Greater Clevelanders work and 2.5 million 
people visit annually.  

Next steps  

A Public Hearing is expected to be held in Spring 2013, where the public can provide comment on the EIS, followed by the awarding of a Record of Decision 
(ROD) in the summer, which will allow the project to proceed and be eligible for federal funding. Follow the project’s progress at 
www.buckeyetraffic.org/opportunitycorridor. 

Insights into Election 2012

Political analyst Charlie Cook, who has has been called “the man who knows more about everything political than anyone 
else,” shared his insights into the 2012 Presidential Election with about 300 guests at the City Club last week. His 
comments included:

Insights into the advantages the Obama campaign had that the Romney campaign did not—such as beginning to 
map a 2012 campaign strategy as early as 2009; 

•

Impact of the Latino and Asian vote (overwhelmingly Democratic); and •

How changing demographics will transform Arizona and Texas into “purple” swing states.•

In summing up the candidates’ voter demographics, Cook said “Obama won the future; Romney won the past.” Cook also 
described what he believes needs to happen for the Obama Administration to achieve results during its second term: 
“engage Congress.” Read more about this topic in his column in the National Journal.  

Election results and Northeast Ohio  

The GCP’s Government Advocacy Team (photo left to right): GCP Senior Vice President Advocacy Carol Caruso; 
GCP Vice President State and Local Advocacy Marty McGann; Tim Cosgrove, Squire Sanders; Josh Rubin, The 
CJR Group; and GCP Vice President Government Advocacy Nick Gattozzi provided an analysis about how 
election results will impact Northeast Ohio in a special members-only session at the City Club.  

Learn more about the election's impact. Click here to read or download the GCP’s 2012 Election Report that 
breaks down local, state and national results and what they mean to the Northeast Ohio business community 
and economy.

GCP Public Officials Reception: Still time to RSVP  

There’s still time to order your tickets for the Greater Cleveland Partnership’s 49th annual Public Officials Reception on Friday, November 16, from 5:30 to 9 
p.m. at the Cleveland Museum of Art’s stunning new atrium.  

Start the holiday season with us at this one-of-a-kind event! This is your opportunity to mix and mingle with business leaders and elected officials in a 
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District 12
5500 Transportation Boulevard
Garfield Heights, Ohio  44125-5396

Robert Taft     
Governor      

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CORRESPONDENCE

Address 9000 WOODLAND AVENUE

City CLEVELAND State OHIO Zip

Organization FARMHOUSE FOOD DISTRIBUTORS Title OWNER

Work Phone (216) 791-6948 Ext

Home Phone Mobile Phone

Fax Number

EmailAddress

MR.Person spoken to: DAN  SIMON

11/28/2005 1:40 AM

OPPORTUNITY CORRIDOR

Time

Subject

Receive By

Pid No

Date CRAIG HEBEBRAND

77333 CUY UNIVERSITY CIRCLE ACCESS

Conversation

Mr. Simon saw Tom Breckenridges article in the newspaper today and call to see if his property at 9000 
Woodland Avenue would be impacts.

I advised that we are only in the study phase at this time and that a recommendation was still one year away.  I 
further advised that we had considered an alignment that would have followed Woodland directly in front of his 
building, but that we were also considering an alignment to the east of the recreation center, which is to the east 
of his building.

I advised Mr. Simon that he could find updated information on our website at www.innerbelt.org

Monday, November 28, 2005 Page 1 of 1
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From: Craig Hebebrand [Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2006 12:22 PM
To: CHARLES GORDON III
Cc: John Motl; Mark Carpenter; Dan Dougherty; Mary Cierebiej; Matt Wahl
Subject: Opportunity Corridor

 
Dear Mena Bolden,  
 
The Ohio Department of Transportation, in cooperation with the City of Cleveland, is conducting the Opportunity Corridor 
Study.  Additional information on this study may be found by visiting the Cleveland Urban Core Projects website at 
www.innerbelt.org and clicking on the Opportunity Corridor link.  
 
First let me confirm that I have the correct location of your house.  I show 2933 East 65th Street as being located between 
Francis Avenue and Sideaway Avenue.  
 
The corridors currently being considered would primarily impact homes located along the Bower Avenue and Butler 
Avenue.  Homes, like yours, located further to the south along or near Francis Avenue would not be within any of the 
proposed corridors.  
 
If you have any additional questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to ask.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E.,  
 
Ohio Department of Transportation, District 12 
5500 Transportation Boulevard, Garfield Heights, Ohio 44125 
 
Telephone: (216) 584-2113, Facsimile: (216) 584-3508 
 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us  
 
 
 

CHARLES GORDON III <kiss5523@sbcglobal.net>  

01/18/2006 10:17 AM  

To craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us  
cc

Subject New Highway Contruction

 

 
 
 
Hello,  
   My name is Mena Bolden I live at 2933 E 65 St Off Francais Cleveland Oh 44127. I would like some 
information about I - 490 highway extention to University Circle. How  
would this affect my property.  
   
Yours Truly,  
Mena Bolden  
Home 216 271-5805  
Cell 216 233-5513  









1

Opportunity Corridor

From: Cindy Wald [cwald@miceli-dairy.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2009 1:57 PM
To: Matt Wahl
Cc: jdmiceli@miceli-dairy.com; Carol Kenney
Subject: Miceli Dairy Products-Opportunity Corridor

Good Afternoon Matt, 
  
Thank you for taking the time to speak with me for a few minutes at the public meeting regarding  
the Opportunity Corridor. 
  
You were aware that Miceli's had purchased the playground on East 90th St. from the city. 
  
You also indicated that you would coordinate with us should we commence an expansion. 
  
We are obviously interested in any information you can give us regarding the progress of the Opportunity Corridor and 
its proposed route. 
  
Do you know (approximately) when the meetings will begin on our "1/3" of the route? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Cindy Wald 
Accounting Manager 
Miceli Dairy Products Co. 
2721 East 90th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44104 
Telephone: 216-791-6222 ext. 112 
Fax: 216-231-2504 
email: cwald@miceli-dairy.com 
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From: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Monday, October 05, 2009 4:14 PM
To: thamiltonbrown@gcpartnership.com
Cc: Nichole English; Matt Wahl; Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us
Subject: Joe Dennis records request

 
Terri:  Had a records request from Joe Dennis for our mailing list of both public and private groups.  I gave him the HNTB 
property owner list but I will need the list of public/elected officials and CDC presidents that our joint intro letter was sent 
to...if you could e-mail that part it would be good..  
 
Thanks  
 
Dale  
 
Dale Schiavoni, P.E. 
Transportation Planning and Programs Administrator  
District 12 
Email: DSchiavo@dot.state.oh.us 
(216)-584-2080 
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From: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2010 8:08 AM
To: James Sickora
Cc: Nichole English; Matt Wahl
Subject: Re: Opportunity Corridor opposition

 
Mr. Sickora:  Thank you for your comments.  This e-mail will be added to the other public comments on record.  
 
Dale Schiavoni, P.E. 
Transportation Planning and Programs Administrator  
District 12 
Email: DSchiavo@dot.state.oh.us 
(216)-584-2080 
 
 

James Sickora <james_sickora@yahoo.com>  

01/26/2010 05:47 PM  

To dale.schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
cc Joe Bialek <jgbialek2@roadrunner.com>  

Subject Opportunity Corridor opposition

 

 
 

Mr. Schiavoni,  
   
   
As a resident of the St. Hyacinth Neighborhood since the age of five, I am completely against this Project. 
There are several reasons for this, which I will list below.  
   
First, this has been an historical dream of the city's movers and shakers since Eisenhower first proposed his 
Interstate Highway Program during his presidency. Back then, it was proposed that 490 should stretch from I-90 
straight across eastward all the way to I-271. When Shaker and University Heights Residents found out about 
this, however, they were instrumental in doing away with the plan, as it would eliminate Shaker Blvd. Their 
actions helped save the St. Hyacinth Area from bring leveled in the name of progress. Now that threat is 
eliminated, the St. Hyacinth Neighborhood is left defenseless.  
   
Second, putting in a corridor from the west side directly to University Circle will not do much better for three 
reasons, one - it will be detrimental to RTA's Healthline by means of ridership, two, University Circle is already 
so confusing with one way streets going hither and yon that adding extra traffic headaches to the mix will only 
make it worse, not better, (I should know - I've driven through it!) and three, you cannot convince this 
Cleveland resident that just because the Corridor is a slower extension of I-490, that drivers are going to slow 
down their speeds immediately through it. They will continue to drive at 55-60 mph as if it were still a highway, 
making safety a major issue. That is just how Clevelanders are. A good example of this is the turning stoplight 
at the interchange for those going on the highway from 55th southbound. Even when the light is red for people 
to cross, vehicles consistently ignore it, almost hitting pedestrians!  
   
Third, it has been suggested that since E. 55th would be a possible stopping point, that drivers might want to 
instead go south on 55th down to the Broadway Historic District and other Historic Districts in the vicinity to 
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go shopping or other things. This would bolster economic opportunity for the area. They can do this now, and 
they don't. So why would they start when the Corridor is completed? I believe we're only fooling ourselves with 
this project, and it needs to be scrapped, for good!!!  
   
Those are my arguments against the Corridor Project. I do hope to be at this upcomng meeting, but if I cannot, 
let this be my statement for the record. Thank you. 
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From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2010 1:17 PM
To: Dale Schiavoni
Subject: FW: I've shared a map with you: opportunity corridor

Dale, 
 
Let's talk.  I spoke with Susan Miller for 35 minutes this morning and essentially asked her 
to submit her comments and suggestions to you or Jocelyn.  I can explain the conversation to 
you.  I do not plan specifically doing anything without further direction from ODOT. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Matt 
 
Matthew J. Wahl, P.E. 
HNTB Ohio, Inc. 
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
P. 216.522.1140 
F. 216.522.0554 
mwahl@hntb.com 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: millerbowen@gmail.com [mailto:millerbowen@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2010 12:01 PM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: I've shared a map with you: opportunity corridor 
 
I've shared a map with you called opportunity corridor: 
You can view and edit this map at 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&vps=1&jsv=202c&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=11818345872974
3975382.00047ed9c88aaac199679 
 
Matt, 
 
Thanks for taking time with me on the phone this morning. I tried to reach Jocelyn and Dale 
at District 12, but they are in an all day meeting. I left a message for Jocelyn. 
 
I send this to you as a courtesy just so you will know what I am referring to when I say map 
it on google. I will follow up with ODOT, as you suggest, but I have included some links for 
your information here. The terms of use for google maps: 
http://www.google.com/intl/en_us/help/terms_maps.html 
 
Help on making maps.   
http://maps.google.com/support/bin/static.py?page=guide.cs&amp;guide=21670&amp;topic=21676&am
p;answer=144363#lines 
 
As you can see, this is a private map. You and I are the only ones who can see it currently. 
I am not asking you to collaborate. I just send this as an example. It seems that if 
ODOT/HNTB/CDCs and city planning  could use this tool, it might be a pathway to richer public 
involvement. 
Thanks again for sharing your time this morning. 



2

Best regards, 
Susan Miller 
 
Note: To edit this map, you'll need to sign into Google with this email address. To use a 
different email address, just reply to this message and ask me to invite your other one.  If 
you don't have a Google account, you can create one at 
http://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount?reqemail=mwahl@hntb.com. 
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From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2010 8:33 AM
To: 'Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us'; Millie Caraballo
Cc: thamiltonbrown@gcpartnership.com
Subject: RE: Orlando Bakery

Dale, 
 
I spoke with Millie yesterday.  She will work with Orlando to obtain their vision on what their facility could look like with 
OC in place and the other roadways reconfigured as noted in the email.  We discussed how it is geometrically possible to 
shift the alignment to Rawlings, however it creates the potential for greater impacts to residential and commercial 
structures west of E75th and east of E79th.  The sketch of their proposed facility would benefit us in evaluating the 
options and looking for ways to minimize impacts.  Millie was also going to be talking to Miceli’s to see if there is 
anything sketched up for their expansion plans as well since shifting to Rawlings could potentially impact some of their 
future expansion sites. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Matt 
 
Matthew J. Wahl, P.E.  
HNTB Ohio, Inc.  
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330  
Cleveland, Ohio 44114  
P. 216.522.1140  
F. 216.522.0554  
mwahl@hntb.com  
From: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us [mailto:Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2010 8:23 AM 
To: Millie Caraballo 
Cc: Matt Wahl; thamiltonbrown@gcpartnership.com 
Subject: Re: Orlando Bakery 
 
 
Millie:  We will be discussing this proposed alignment with our Columbus geometric engineers at a meeting next week.  I 
am concerned with the potential additional residential/commercial impacts and also would like to get Bob Brown's 
comments on such.   Thanks for the info.    
 
Do you have a copy of the preliminary site plan on all their expansion ideas?  A copy of such would help.  
 
Dale  
 
Dale Schiavoni, P.E. 
Transportation Planning and Programs Administrator  
District 12 
Email: DSchiavo@dot.state.oh.us 
(216)-584-2080 
 

"Millie Caraballo" <Millie@wire-net.org>  

02/17/2010 06:04 PM  

To <Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us>  
cc <MWahl@hntb.com>

Subject Orlando Bakery
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Dale,  
   
As per our conversation a couple of weeks ago I want to add the following concerns to the record on behalf of Orlando 
Bakery.  
   
On January 28, 2010 I sat down with John A. Orlando and Dan V. Holan from Orlando Baking Company and my 
colleague Jacki Adams of CIRI/WIRE-Net. Both gentlemen shared their expansion ideas for the site, which will involve a 
few steps.  The one thing that was clear was the current alignment along Grant Avenue in front of there plant would be an 
obstacle.  The current alignment would take out their employee parking.  The currently have land to move the parking lot 
to however if they do that they can no longer do the expansion that is currently in the works for the site.  So, they would 
respectfully request that the corridor move one block south along Rawlings. Orlando would then see if they could Grand 
Avenue between East 75th Street to East 79th. This would allow them to expand across Grand Avenue and they would 
move the company to either 79th or Rawlings.  They are also looking to vacate East 75th Street from the railroad bridge 
south to Grand Avenue to expand their shipping and receiving are. The land across from the on East 75th is owned by 
Orlando Baking and the City of Cleveland.  They hope to gain control of all of it to expand their shipping and receiving 
area.  
   
I know we are still in a lot of the basic designs for the road but we wanted get these concerns in early so we can work 
together in addressing them.  
   
Thanks for your time and attention.  
   
   
Millie Caraballo  
Industrial Development Manager, CIRI Region 4  
5620 Broadway Avenue, Suite 200  
Cleveland, OH 44127  
tel: 216.429.1182, ext 131  
fax: 216.429.2632  
web: http://www.wire-net.org  
As CIRI Industrial Development Manager for your neighborhood, it’s my job to bring your successes and sometimes your 
issues to Mayor Frank Jackson’s attention. The City of Cleveland is dedicated to making doing business here just a little 
bit easier; Mayor Jackson’s priority is keeping your business in the City of Cleveland. CIRI, or Cleveland Industrial 
Retention Initiative, is a program of the City of Cleveland, managed by WIRE-Net.  
2008 marked WIRE-Net’s 20th Anniversary. We strengthen manufacturing to create healthy communities and fuel 
economic growth. We provide expertise that is responsive to manufacturing related businesses and their employees. 
WIRE-Net connects leaders to each other and engages them in their communities.  
 WIRE-Net + CIRI: Where Manufacturing Matters  
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From: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 3:59 PM
To: Nichole English; Matt Wahl
Cc: thamiltonbrown@gcpartnership.com; mcarpent@dot.state.oh.us; John.Motl@dot.state.oh.us; 

ksarli@dot.state.oh.us
Subject: Fw: Miceli Dairy Products Company Letter
Attachments: SKMBT_C45110031016060.pdf

 
Just an fyi,..we can talk about tomorrow..not really new information.  
 
Dale Schiavoni, P.E. 
Transportation Planning and Programs Administrator  
District 12 
Email: DSchiavo@dot.state.oh.us 
(216)-584-2080 
 
----- Forwarded by Dale Schiavoni/Planning/D12/ODOT on 03/10/2010 03:55 PM -----  
"Carol Kenney" <ckenney@miceli-dairy.com>  

03/10/2010 03:31 PM  

To <dale.schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us>
cc <jdmiceli@miceli-dairy.com>, <cwald@miceli-dairy.com>  

Subject Miceli Dairy Products Company Letter

 

 
 
 
   
Mr. Schiavoni:  
   
Joe Miceli asked that I forward you a copy of the attached letter regarding our position on the Opportunity Corridor.  I have 
placed the original in the mail. Please feel free to reply or call Joe Miceli at 216.791.6222 ext. 180 if you have questions. 
   
Thank you.  
   
   
   
   
Carol DiLillo-Kenney  
Executive Assistant  
Miceli Dairy Products Company  
2721 E. 90th Street  
Cleveland, OH  44104  
   
800/551-7196, ext. 118  
216/791-6222, ext. 118  
ckenney@miceli-dairy.com  
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From: Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2010 1:13 PM
To: Valerie Webb; DJanik@gcpartnership.com
Cc: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
Subject: Opportunity Corridor Correspondence

 
Valerie, Deb & Dale:  
 
I just received a phone call from a Mr. Cannata who was concerned that he may have been removed from any mailing 
lists concerning the Opportunity Corridor project since he had not heard from anyone is quite sometime.  
 
I informed him that we are in a "lull" as there has been a recent change in project staff, but that I would make sure we 
have his correct address and information on our mailing list(s).  His information is below:  
 
CGW Holding  
c/o Sam Cannata  
9320 Woodland Avenue  
Cleveland, OH  44104  
 
Thanks!  
 
Safe and pleasant travels, 
 
Jocelynn Clemings, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2006 
 
"Moving Ohio into a Prosperous New World" 
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From: Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 10:28 AM
To: Valerie Webb; Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
Subject: Fw: Public Involvement Comment Form

 
FYI... please see the below comments regarding the Opportunity Corridor project!  
 
Safe and pleasant travels, 
 
Jocelynn Clemings, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2006 
 
"Moving Ohio into a Prosperous New World"  
----- Forwarded by Jocelynn Clemings/Administration/D12/ODOT on 08/11/2010 10:24 AM -----  
Do.Not.Reply@dot.state.oh.us  

08/10/2010 11:00 AM  

To Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us  
cc

Subject Public Involvement Comment Form 
 

 
 
 
Alternatives: 1) Quicker access to a booming area of Cleveland 2) Development possibilities along the route 3) 
Blighted area redevelopment 
 
Opinion: Nothing seems to be happening 
 
Comments: 1) Quicker access to a booming area of Cleveland 2) Development possibilities along the route 3) 
Blighted area redevelopment 
 
Name:: Edd Henderson 
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From: Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2010 9:57 AM
To: Valerie Webb; Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us; Matt Wahl
Subject: Fw: Opportunity Corridor Public Involvement Comment Form

 
Hi all:  
 
I received this comment from the Web regarding Opportunity Corridor.  Obviously, the customer did not leave a lot of 
information or fill out the form in its entirety, but I thought I would pass it along.  
 
Thanks!    
 
Safe and pleasant travels, 
 
Jocelynn Clemings, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2006 
 
"Moving Ohio into a Prosperous New World"  
----- Forwarded by Jocelynn Clemings/Administration/D12/ODOT on 09/20/2010 09:54 AM -----  
Do.Not.Reply@dot.state.oh.us  

09/17/2010 05:40 PM  

To Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us  
cc

Subject Public Involvement Comment Form 
 

 
 
 
Opinion: Why not make a connection to Shaker Blvd at the same time? It would improve traffic flow greatly. 
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From: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2010 3:19 PM
To: Jocelynn.Clemings@dot.state.oh.us
Cc: Matt Wahl; Valerie Webb; Mark.Carpenter@dot.state.oh.us
Subject: Re: More OC Comments

 
Talked with Mr. Simon. He is concerned on trucks backing into his parking lot..if we select the non-continuous woodland it 
would be more difficult..the continuous woodland alternative has basically no impact to him.  He does have a rear drive 
onto kennedy where Ken Johnson wants to buy his back lot and he is concerned more on loosing that connection. 
 However, I told him that would not involve ODOT.  For now he is ok.  I did indicate more people seem to favor the 
continuous woodland alternative.  
 
Matt:  I assume you will keep the documentation and add it to the rest of the comments received.  
 
Dale Schiavoni, P.E. 
Transportation Planning and Programs Administrator  
District 12 
Email: DSchiavo@dot.state.oh.us 
(216)-584-2080 
 
 

Jocelynn Clemings/Administration/D12/ODOT  

10/18/2010 03:59 PM  

To vwebb@hntb.com
cc Dale Schiavoni/Planning/D12/ODOT@ODOT, MWAHL@hntb.com

Subject More OC Comments

 

 
 
FYI... please see the attached comments.    
 
Matt and/or Dale:  Mr. Simon from Farm House Foods has some concerns about whether or not his trucks will be 
able to turn around on Woodland Ave. in order to enter his operation from the west.  I assume this is something 
we can work out during construction, but take a look and let me know your thoughts!  He can be reached at 
216.791.6948.  
 
Safe and pleasant travels, 
 
Jocelynn Clemings, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2006 
 
"Moving Ohio into a Prosperous New World"  
 
[attachment "10.18.10 Farm House Foods.pdf" deleted by Dale Schiavoni/Planning/D12/ODOT] [attachment "10.18.10 
Sickora.pdf" deleted by Dale Schiavoni/Planning/D12/ODOT]  
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From: Valerie Webb
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 9:45 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor Real Estate Question

 
 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 2:56 PM 
To: Valerie Webb; Sarah Brown 
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor Real Estate Question 
 
Some other correspondence for our files. 
 

From: Lee, Amanda [mailto:Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 8:49 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale; Dougherty, Dan 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor Real Estate Question 
 
Hi Matt! 
 
Mrs. Roslyn Harrison-Bridges and her family desire to be relocated.  They moved back here from Illinois about a year and 
a half ago and they have been making some improvements to the house.  She doesn’t want to continue making large 
improvements if there is a chance her house will be taken as part of the project.  How soon will it be made clear if her 
house is necessary? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 
 

From: Matt Wahl [mailto:MWAHL@hntb.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 12:11 PM 
To: Dougherty, Dan 
Cc: Lee, Amanda; Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor Real Estate Question 
 
Dan, 
 
Based on the current alignment that was presented at the public meetings, this property would not be directly since the 
roadway would be located a little further north (between this property and Grand Avenue).  However, based on a recent 
coordination meeting with GCP/ODOT/City of Cleveland and Orlando Baking Company, HNTB was asked to review the 
possibility of shifting the roadway a little further south to facilitate expansion plans for the bakery.  We are in the 
process of performing this review. HNTB is also in the process of performing ongoing travel demand modeling so that 
the number of lanes along the boulevard can be finalized.  The alignment shift and the traffic modeling each create the 
potential to place the roadway in closer proximity to the property in question, but all said, the property still might not be 
directly impacted. 
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So to answer the question, I would say not at this time, however there is still a chance, due to ongoing refinements to 
the design. 
 
When you speak to the property owner (or tenant), try to see if they are concerned about being relocated or if they 
desire to be relocated. 
 
Hope this helps, 
 
Matt 
 
From: Dan.Dougherty@dot.state.oh.us [mailto:Dan.Dougherty@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 9:59 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Cc: Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us 
Subject: Fw: Opportunity Corridor Real Estate Question 
 
 
Matt:  
 
Could you let me know if this property is affected by the project.  
 
Thanks  
 
 
----- Forwarded by Dan Dougherty/PlanningEngineering/D12/ODOT on 08/09/2011 09:57 AM -----  
"Lee, Amanda" <Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us>  

08/09/2011 09:47 AM  
To "Dougherty, Dan" <Dan.Dougherty@dot.state.oh.us>  
cc

Subject Opportunity Corridor Real Estate Question 
 

 
 
 
Hi Dan… Ms. Rosyln Harrison-Bridges called late yesterday and would like to know if her property at 2787 East 73rd Street will be 
impacted by the Opportunity Corridor project.  If you could please give her a call back that would be great!  Her home number is 
216.431.0307 and if you can’t reach her there try her cell at 216.225.9385.  
   
Thanks,  
   
Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer  
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties  
Ph: 216.584.2005  
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Valerie Webb
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 9:45 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Question about Opportunity Corridor
Attachments: 2011-08-16_WestC_2907 E 59th St.pdf

 
 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 2:51 PM 
To: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us; Jaclyn.Schafer@dot.state.oh.us 
Cc: Valerie Webb; Sarah Brown 
Subject: FW: Question about Opportunity Corridor 
 
Dale, 
 
Attached is an exhibit showing the parcel in question highlighted in green on the east side of E59th Street.  You are 
correct that the current alternative does not indicate this parcel being directly impacted.  There may be temporary 
impacts due to construction activities, but no permanent right of way required.  At this location, the houses on the west 
side of the street are acquired for construction of the quadrant roadway and a retaining wall to retain E59th Street at its 
current elevation.  The quadrant roadway would be constructed at a lower elevation on the west side of the wall and a 
greenspace constructed between the wall and E 59th Street.  I would imagine that this greenspace would feature some 
form of landscaping, likely trees.  There may be either a sidewalk or multipurpose path constructed at this location as 
well.  This is still being coordinated as we look to ensure that we are providing good pedestrian and bicycle access to the 
relocated RTA station at E55th Street. 
 
Please let  us know the outcome of your coordination so that we can retain the data in our records. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Matt 
 

From: Valerie Webb  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 2:40 PM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: RE: Question about Opportunity Corridor 
 
Zoomed in map of 59th street area with Mr. Madansky’s parcel highlighted is attached. 
 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 1:53 PM 
To: Valerie Webb 
Subject: FW: Question about Opportunity Corridor 
 
Can you locate this one for me? 
 
From: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us [mailto:Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 1:09 PM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: Fw: Question about Opportunity Corridor 
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I do not think he is impacted..your comments?  
 
Dale Schiavoni, P.E. 
Planning and Engineering Administrator  
District 12 
Email: Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us 
(216)-584-2080 
 
----- Forwarded by Dale Schiavoni/PlanningEngineering/D12/ODOT on 08/16/2011 01:08 PM -----  
Jocelynn Clemings/Administration/D12/ODOT  

08/12/2011 03:12 PM  

To Jaclyn Schafer/Administration/D12/ODOT@ODOT, Dale 
Schiavoni/PlanningEngineering/D12/ODOT@ODOT  

cc
Subject Question about Opportunity Corridor

 

 
 
Hello:  
 
I received a call on Friday from Bill Madansky (216.271.7540) who has some questions about Opportunity Corridor. 
 Specifically, he wondered what the plan is for E 59th Street.  His property is at 2907 E 59th Street.  
 
I told him that someone would call on Monday and he was fine with that!    
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Sarah Brown
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2011 12:07 PM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor  - Central Section 
Attachments: 2011-07-21_Central Section Alt B Impacts.pdf

Please include correspondence in OC Administrative Record.  Thanks. 
 

From: Terri Hamilton Brown [mailto:terri1992@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2011 3:54 PM 
To: jeromesmith5238@sbcglobal.net; Dale Schiavoni; Matt Wahl; Shawn DaVis; CUrban@gcpartnership.com 
Cc: jjones@bbcdevelopment.org 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor - Central Section  
 
Dr. Smith - It was a pleasure to meet you last week in the Burten Bell Carr office.  I appreciate Mr. Jones taking 
the time to arrange and join us for the meeting.  Attached is a pdf of the Central section of the Recommended 
Preferred Alternate for the Opportunity Corridor.  After you have reviewed the map, I would like to schedule a 
follow up meeting at the property on East 79th Street and Grand Avenue.  I will invite representatives from our 
project planning team:  Dale Schiavoni of ODOT, Matt Wahl of HNTB and Shawn DaVis and Chris Urban of 
the Greater Cleveland Partnership.  Please let me know who you plan to invite.  We are available this Friday, 
August 5 at 10 am.  Is that time convenient for you?  Please advise.  Thank you, Terri Hamilton Brown (216-
832-7786) 
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RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL 
 

Job # Date 

Call From Of  

Call To  Of  

By    

  

Subject Discussed Action to be Taken 

  

 

 



Company:  Orlando Baking 
Contact:  John Anthony Orlando 
Employment: 375 employees 
Expansion need: Immediate 
 
Company would like to complete all phases of a $10 million expansion by mid-late 2012  
 
Expansion Summary 
Phase I: Pre-engineered 14, 513 sq ft Fresh staging area completed to enable  
   Phase II  
Phase II: 45, 154 sq ft freezer, airlock & distribution annex 
  Maintenance & CA Rooms 3, 197 sq ft 
  2nd floor Engine room – 3,197 sq ft 
  New electric room – 752 sq ft 
  8 new docks (4 fresh food – 4 frozen) 
Phase III: Holding Freezer #2 – 35, 106 Sq ft 
  Possible new production line & FDA room 
  6 additional new docks  
 
Company Concern 
Multiple iterations of the route will have a negative impact on their employee and guest 
parking  
 
 
 
Company: Final Cut  
Contact: Todd Shaker, Owner/President 
Employment:  30 Employees  
Expansion need: Likely with increasing sales 
 
Company is a fresh vegetable supplier to several major restaurant chains.  The business 
is growing and attracting new customers.  As sales increase the Company will likely need 
to expand their space capacity and employment to possibly 50 employees.   Specific 
space needs have not yet been determined. 
 
Company Concern 
Appearance of the area and negative perception created amongst customers and the 
uncertainty caused by the corridor construction   
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From: Valerie Webb
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor
Date: Tuesday, October 18, 2011 10:46:59 AM
Attachments: Opportunity corridor Expansion overview.doc

 
 
From: Matt Wahl 
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2011 7:44 AM
To: Valerie Webb; Sarah Brown
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor
 
FYI
 
From: Brown, Robert [mailto:rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us] 
Sent: Saturday, September 24, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Scott, Kim; Terri Hamilton Brown (terri1992@sbcglobal.net); Matt Wahl; Paul Volpe
Cc: Kareemah@wire-net.org
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor
 
Kim, Terri, Matt and Paul:
 
I am sharing the email below and the attachment with you, from CIRI staff person

Kareemah Williams.
 
Robert N. Brown, Director
Cleveland City Planning Commission
601 Lakeside Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44114
rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us

From: Kareemah Williams [Kareemah@wire-net.org]
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2011 1:44 PM
To: Brown, Robert; Nichols, Tracey (Director); Thornton, Anthony
Cc: Scott, Kim
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor

Bob –
 
Attached is a summary of the planned expansion of Orlando Baking and the likely
expansion of The Final Cut.  These two companies have expressed either an immediate or
future need to expand their businesses and the impact of the Corridor.  Another company
in close proximity to The Final Cut is Amclo Group.  Amclo is stable but has not expressed
an eminent need to expand.  Also, I have not included the expansion at Miceli’s since I
believe that is included in the planning. 
 
CIRI is able to work with you and/or your staff to reach out to the companies and if there is
other information that you need please let me know.
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Thank you,
 
Kareemah Williams
Program Director, CIRI

4855 West 130th Street, Suite 1

Cleveland, OH 44135

tel:216.588.1440, ext 117

fax:216.588.1439

http://www.wire-net.org/ciri.htm

 
The City of Cleveland is dedicated to making doing business here just a little bit easier; Mayor

Jackson’s priority is keeping your business in the City of Cleveland. CIRI, or Cleveland Industrial

Retention Initiative, is a program of the City of Cleveland, managed by WIRE-Net.

 
WIRE-Net + CIRI: Where Manufacturing Matters

From: Brown, Robert [mailto:rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us] 
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2011 3:57 PM
To: Nichols, Tracey (Director); Thornton, Anthony; Kareemah Williams
Cc: Scott, Kim
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor
 
Thanks!
 
Robert N. Brown, Director

Cleveland City Planning Commission

rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us

Tel: 216-664-3467  Fax: 216-664-3281

Web Site:  http://planning.city.cleveland.oh.us

 

From: Nichols, Tracey (Director) 
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Brown, Robert; Thornton, Anthony; 'kwilliams@wire-net.org'
Cc: Scott, Kim
Subject: Re: Opportunity Corridor
 
Kareemah- as we discussed, please work with bob brown on this task.

From: Brown, Robert
To: Thornton, Anthony
Cc: Nichols, Tracey (Director); Scott, Kim
Sent: Mon Sep 19 15:54:23 2011
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor
Anthony, I know that Tracey is out of town, so I’m checking with you.  As you know,

our office has been working on an EPA-funded brownfield assessment planning grant

in the Opportunity Corridor area.  As part of that project, we need to know of any

expansion plans or other needs of local businesses in this area.  Our staff and our

consultant staff can reach out to those businesses for this information, but we want to

make sure that we coordinate with ED.  So, we have two questions:
 

1)      Can we partner with CIRI staff in reaching out to these businesses?  (We
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would not be asking them about relocation unless their property is in the path

of the roadway).

2)      Has CIRI or ED staff already compiled any such information about these

businesses?  If so, we don’t want to ask the businesses for the same info.
 
Tracey and I did talk, but I wanted to confirm the above.  Thanks.
 
Robert N. Brown, Director

Cleveland City Planning Commission

rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us

Tel: 216-664-3467  Fax: 216-664-3281

Web Site:  http://planning.city.cleveland.oh.us

 

 

From: Alex Pesta [mailto:alex@cityarch.com] 
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2011 9:32 AM
To: Scott, Kim
Cc: Lindsey C. Raab; Dan Brown; Paul Volpe
Subject: Opportunity Corridor
 
Kim,

As we prepare for the upcoming Community Meeting and the work to follow, we have

prepared material for your review, comment and direction.

 
Please see the attached draft agenda for this Wednesday’s Community Meeting. We have

provided the agenda per meetings and discussions from last week and feel it will yield a

successful meeting. Our strategy is to update the community on the planning work,

introduce them to the planning of the Urban Agriculture Innovation Zone, share the

redevelopment concepts that have been completed  and break into smaller discussion

groups. The smaller groups will have several questions to guide the sessions (provided in

the agenda). After the group sessions, the entire audience will reconvene and share ideas,

ask questions, etc. Please review the agenda, and let us know if you have any questions

or need additional information.

 
Additionally, as we met last week, it is apparent that several important questions /

directives must be addressed before the planning of the redevelopment sites can advance

to the next level of detail and specificity. City Architecture and Partners Environmental met,

reviewed the workplan for the project and have pulled together the following questions that

will provide important information needed in order to move forward:

 
Utilities – Is the City aware of any atypical utility conditions (easements, significant sewer

mains, etc.) that would impact the redevelopment strategies or inhibit large parcel

development / consolidation throughout the site?

 
Urban Agriculture Innovation Zone – To what extent should the Brownfield Area-Wide

Plan include the Urban Agriculture planning? In our meeting with the Urban Ag. team last

week, it is apparent their work is just underway and it will be some time before they have a

plan that can be fully integrated into the Area-Wide Plan. If the planning process should
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integrate others’ work, what deliverables are expected, who is producing what, what is the

timeframe for others’ work so it can be included in the Area-Wide plan?

 
Existing Businesses – Has the Economic Development Department contacted existing

businesses to further learn about their operations, expansion plans, or other needs that

may be addressed in the Area-Wide Plan? When can that information be expected and

what is entailed in the E.D. report/data collection?

 
Roadway Impact – What is the anticipated schedule for the Opportunity Corridor

Roadway Project’s final alignment in the central section? This information is critical for the

planning team to move forward with redevelopment options since it is in the central section

of the Study Area.

 
Redevelopment Strategy – What is the City’s strategy to identify available / developable

land for consolidation in the Area-Wide Plan? What is the City’s approach to combining /

assembling larger parcels of land? Are their properties that should be avoided? Is there a

strategy / policy to replace housing that may be relocated?

 
Brownfield Information – Has the City’s Law Department / others reviewed the project

team’s Brownfield Definition for the purpose of the Area-Wide Plan?

 
Allegro Market Study – Is there an update on the market analysis? What is their

anticipated timeframe? This work is important to further guide the planning objectives /

redevelopment strategies and it would be most helpful to know where their project stands.

 
Please let us know if you have any questions or need anything else.

We will see you at the Community Meeting on Wednesday.

 
Thank you,
Alex Pesta, AIA, LEED AP

Architect

City Architecture

3636 Euclid Avenue, Suite 300

Cleveland, Ohio 44115

p.216.881.2444 / f.216.881.6713

www.cityarch.com
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Valerie Webb
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2011 10:36 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corrdior impacted properties
Attachments: 2011-10-24_Central Section_GCPParcelRequest.pdf

 
 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2011 11:49 AM 
To: 'Urban, Chris' 
Cc: Adamus, Vince; Janik, Debra; Valerie Webb 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corrdior impacted properties 
 
Chris, 
 
Valerie mapped these addresses from the GIS and using Google Maps.    You may want to cross check these to make 
sure they align with field conditions.  Anyway here are the parcel boundaries outlined in green.  From the figure you can 
see if the roadway encroaches upon the property and if it impacts any structures located within the property. 
 
Let us know if you need anything else. 
 
Matt 
 
Matthew J. Wahl, P.E. 
HNTB Ohio, Inc. 
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Direct: 216.377.5842 
Office: 216.522.1140 
Cell: 216.375.8556 
Fax:  216.522.0554 
mwahl@hntb.com 
 
 
 

From: Urban, Chris [mailto:CUrban@gcpartnership.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2011 9:18 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Cc: Adamus, Vince; Janik, Debra 
Subject: Opportunity Corrdior impacted properties 
 
Matt, 
 
Hope all is well with you. 
 
I’m not sure if this is something you can assist us with, but we are attempting to determine the potential impacts the 
Opportunity Corridor’s latest route would have on several addresses.  Would you be able to let us know if each of the 
following locations would be directly or indirectly impacted by the route? 
 
2750 Grand Avenue 
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9005 Woodland Avenue 

2550 E. 93rd Street 

2801 Grand Avenue 

8630 Evins Avenue 

9503 Woodland Avenue 

9515 Woodland Avenue 

8100 Grand Avenue 

 
Thanks for your help! 
 
Chris 
 
Chris Urban 
Manager of Physical Development 
Greater Cleveland Partnership 
1240 Huron Road East, Suite 300 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
(216) 592-2444 (office) 
(216) 592-2248 (fax) 
www.gcpartnership.com 
 

 please consider the environment, don't print this e-mail unless you really need to 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Valerie Webb
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:22 PM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Final Cut letter
Attachments: 77333 Final Cut letter 10-31-2011.pdf

 
 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:20 PM 
To: Sarah Brown; Valerie Webb; Jodi Heflin; Adin McCann 
Subject: FW: Final Cut letter 
 
 
 

From: Schiavoni, Dale [mailto:Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:10 PM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Cc: Hoffman, Larry; Hill, Tim; Short, David; Motl, John; Dougherty, Dan 
Subject: Final Cut letter 
 
Matt:  Here is the final cut letter.  At this time I do not plan on sending AMCLO the same unless he calls to request a 
similar letter.   He was mostly concerned with paying more than $1/month rent as his current agreement is with 
Cleveland. 
 
John/Dave:  I put in project “I” drive in environmental folder. 
 
Dale A. Schiavoni, P.E. 
Planning & Engineering Administrator 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12 
216‐584‐2080 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Dougherty, Dan [Dan.Dougherty@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:35 AM
To: Motl, John; Matt Wahl
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor

All: 
 
I just spoke with Mr. Fleming and advised him to either contact City or Miceli's.  I 
indicated that anything going on out there is definitely not ODOT. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
Dan 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Motl, John  
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:17 AM 
To: Dougherty, Dan; Matt Wahl 
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Dan, by my reading of the map, it's close to our proposed R/W.  I have to defer to Matt for 
the final answer. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Dougherty, Dan  
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:06 AM 
To: Motl, John; Matt Wahl 
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Guys: 
 
Thanks I will contact him.  Is this property impacted by the project? 
 
Dan 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Motl, John  
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 9:51 AM 
To: Matt Wahl; Dougherty, Dan 
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Dan and Matt, checking the City's Planning Maps, this parcel is just north of Miceli's 
parcels which go all the way to Evins.  I presume Miceli's is removing the trees for the 
purpose Matt mentioned in his email.  I suggest Dan respond to Mr. Fleming and advise him to 
contact the Miceli's. 
 
John M. Motl, P.E.  
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Modes Management Engineer 
District 12 Planning Office 
TEL : 216‐584‐2085 
FAX : 216‐584‐2279 
  
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Matt Wahl [mailto:MWAHL@HNTB.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 7:59 AM 
To: Dougherty, Dan; Motl, John 
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
2686 Grand Avenue is in the area by Miceli's future expansion.  It is on the west side 
opposite Evarts.  Not sure if it could somehow be related to their expansion since this 
parcel is remote from the building construction area. I know that they were looking at some 
milk truck re‐routing and layover/parking areas.  This could be affiliated with this work.  
Miceli's was also obtaining a number of land back parcels from the city that they were going 
to clean up and maintain. 
 
I am not aware of other improvement projects in the area. 
 
I would refer the individual to the City of Cleveland who would need to issue the 
construction permits. 
 
Matt 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Dougherty, Dan [mailto:Dan.Dougherty@dot.state.oh.us] 
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 7:42 AM 
To: Motl, John; Matt Wahl 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor 
 
John\Matt: 
 
Got the attached message from a property owner on Grand Ave.  Seems to think project work has 
started.  Any idea what might be going on? 
 
Thanks 
 
Dan 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: ODOT Voicemail System [mailto:voicemail@dot.state.oh.us] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 6:10 PM 
To: Dougherty, Dan 
Subject: New message from 916142260752 
 
Dear Daniel Dougherty: 
 
  Just wanted to let you know you were just left a 0:57 long message (number 1) in 
mailbox 5842130 from 916142260752, on Thursday, February 02, 2012 at 06:10:26 PM, so you 
might want to check it when you get a chance.  Thanks! 
 
        ‐‐The Voicemail Server 
 



Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:54 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: I-490 Expansion

 
 

From: Schiavoni, Dale [mailto:Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 10:49 AM 
To: M Ali Ghassemi 
Cc: Matt Wahl; Short, David 
Subject: RE: I-490 Expansion 
 
Mr. Ghassemi: 
 
Checking the map you are north of the tracks along Woodland near Buckeye Road and therefore would not be 
impacted.  The proposed Boulevard will be south of the tracks in this area. 
 
Any other questions please contact us.   
 
Dale A. Schiavoni, P.E. 
Planning & Engineering Administrator 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12 
216‐584‐2080 
 
From: M Ali Ghassemi [mailto:m.ali.gh@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 11:52 AM 
To: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: I-490 Expansion 
 
Hello,  
I own the property at address 8226 Woodland Ave. Cleveland Ohio 44104. I was wondering if the expansion 
plan would consume my property or not.  
Thank you very much.  
 
 
--  
M. Ali Ghassemi, 
C: 216-334-9553 
F: 216-938-9023 
Intuitive Resources, LLC 
326 Royal Oak Blvd. 
Richmond Heights, OH 44143 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 9:31 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: OC

Data transmitted to UCI via FTP site on 4/4/2012. 
 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 9:17 AM 
To: Debbie Berry 
Subject: FW: OC 
 
I will post the PowerPoint to our FTP site.  Look for an email shortly. 
 

From: Schiavoni, Dale [mailto:Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 9:14 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: RE: OC 
 
No problem 
 
Dale A. Schiavoni, P.E. 
Planning & Engineering Administrator 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12 
216‐584‐2080 
 

From: Matt Wahl [mailto:MWAHL@HNTB.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:31 AM 
To: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: FW: OC 
 
Dale, 
 
Any problem with me providing Debbie a copy of the BUGC presentation? 
 
Matt 
 

From: Debbie Berry [mailto:DBerry@universitycircle.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:29 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: OC 
 
Hi Matt – nice to see you last night.  Thanks for coming.  Probably a waste of your time, but it was a good idea that 
someone was there representing the MLK/105 project. 
Wanted to follow up and see if you would be able to email me the OC Presentation that you made to the BUGC group at 
GCP’s offices a couple of weeks back.  My Board Property Committee has asked for an update on the OC and that was a 
pretty short presentation that I think I could give reasonably well.  If it’s possible to get the Ppt slides, that would be 
great – I might cut it down a little more since we have a bunch of stuff on our meeting agenda. 
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Thanks much. 
 
 
Debbie Berry, PE 
VP of Planning & Real Estate Development 
University Circle Inc. 
10831 Magnolia Drive 
Cleveland, Ohio, 44106 
216.707.5006 
dberry@universitycircle.org 
 

 
 
Find Yourself in the Circle! 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2012 8:26 AM
To: Sarah Brown; Opportunity Corridor; Adin McCann; Jodi Heflin
Subject: FW: I 490 extension

FYI: 

From: Schiavoni, Dale [mailto:Dale.Schiavoni@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2012 8:24 AM 
To: DOT TRAC; Marc Leaventon 
Cc: Matt Wahl; Lee, Amanda 
Subject: RE: I 490 extension 

Thanks Jim. 

Mr. Leaventon: 

The following is the link to our Opportuntiy Corridor website with all the current information on alignment and other 
reports/presentations.  Currently we are anticipating to hold a public hearing for comments on the recommended 
preferred alignment and ultimately get environmental clearance from Federal Highway Division by the end of the 
year.  We then would proceed to negotiate and contract a consultant to begin detail design plans for the first phase of 
construction.  However, additional monies for Right of Way acquisition and construction has not yet been secured. 

I you have any other questions, please contact me. 

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/projects/ClevelandUrbanCoreProjects/OpportunityCorridor/Pages/default.aspx

Dale A. Schiavoni, P.E. 
Planning & Engineering Administrator 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12 
216­584­2080 

From: DOT TRAC  
Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2012 3:40 PM 
To: Marc Leaventon 
Cc: Schiavoni, Dale 
Subject: RE: I 490 extension 

Greetings Mr. Leaventon, 

I believe the project you are referencing is the known as CUY­Opportunity Corridor, PID 77333. 

This project has requested TRAC Funding.  TRAC’s DRAFT Major New Program List (dated January 2012) allocated 
funding for the development of this project; however, construction funds have not been allocated at this time.  The 
most recent information that I have estimates construction in 2019. 
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Unfortunately I’m not the best person to contract for preliminary plans of the proposed project.  For  up­to­date plans 
and project information, It would be best to contact our District 12 office in Cleveland.  I have copied Dale Schiavoni the 
District 12 Planning and Engineering Administrator on this email. 

If you need additional information please feel free to contact me 

Jim Gates 
Major New Program Manager ­ TRAC Coordinator 
ODOT ­ Systems Planning & Program Management 
1980 West Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43223 
614­752­7468 
614­752­4857 (Fax) 
james.gates@dot.state.oh.us

From: Marc Leaventon [mailto:mleaventon@hkm.dcgcentral.com]
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 2:47 PM 
To: DOT TRAC 
Subject: I 490 extension 

Can you give me some idea of when and if I 490 in Cleveland will be extended? Are there any preliminary plans done or 
even rough sketches?  I do understand the delays do to our wonderful budget problems. Please respond to me. 

Marc Leaventon 

Marc Leaventon  
Senior Account Executive
HKM Direct Market Communications
A DirectConnectGroup Company
216.651.9500 - office
216.961.6330 - fax
800.860.4456 - toll free
mleaventon@hkm.dcgcentral.com
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting
Attachments: E75th UG Power.PDF; E75th Water and Sludge.PDF; E79th Power.PDF; E79th Sewer.PDF; 

E79th Telephone.PDF; E79th UG Power.PDF; E79th-Grand Gas.PDF; Grand Sewer.PDF; 
Grand-E75th Water.PDF; Grand-E79th Water.PDF; Regional Cable TV.PDF; Regional 
Gas.pdf; Regional Water.PDF; E75th Power.pdf; E75th Sewer.PDF

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 4:22 PM 
To: 'Orlando, John A.'; 'Brown, Robert'; 'Paul Volpe'; 'Terri Hamilton Brown'; 'Scott, Kim'; 'Nichols, Tracey (Director)'; 
'Dale Schiavoni'; 'Debra Janik' 
Cc: 'Orlando, Chet "Sonny"'; 'Orlando, John C.' 
Subject: RE: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting 

As a follow­up to our meeting yesterday, attached are scans of utility data that I was able to compile.  This data is all in 
the vicinity of E75th/E79th/Grand Avenue.  Note that this is likely not 100% complete.  An Ohio Utilities Protection 
Service (OUPS) notification should be performed for the specific area. There should be 15 attachments. 

If you have any questions, let me know. 

Thanks, 

Matt 

From: Matt Wahl  
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 11:52 AM 
To: 'Orlando, John A.'; Brown, Robert; Paul Volpe; Terri Hamilton Brown; Scott, Kim; Nichols, Tracey (Director); Dale 
Schiavoni; Debra Janik 
Cc: Orlando, Chet "Sonny"; Orlando, John C. 
Subject: RE: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting 

John, 

I performed a review of the utility records that we have received to date for the project. Here is what I was able to find: 

E75th Street (Between Grand Avenue and GCRTA Red line Trench) 

Overhead Electric –overhead power lines are present paralleling the roadway along both the east and west tree 
lawns 
Underground Electric – two 6­duct underground electric banks are present – one along the east side and the 
other under the roadway west of centerline 
Telecommunications – overhead attached to the pole line in the west tree lawn 
Water – there are 6” and 16” watermains within this block that connect together just south of the bridge over 
RTA 
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Gas – there is a 12” intermediate pressure steel gas main as well as an 8” low pressure main 
Sewerage (combined storm and sanitary) – this is a little sketchy, but appears to be a 27” sewer that drains to 
the south then flows westerly along Grand Avenue – This sewer may be bulkheaded under RTA and only serve 
the properties along Grand south of the tracks 

Regarding costs to relocate these utilities – the roadway project does not propose to widen E75th Street, therefore 
impacts would likely be minimal.  Any private utility located within the public right of way that is required to relocate 
would do so at their own cost.  Regarding costs to relocate the utilities for a conveyor tunnel or for your freezer 
expansion – more analysis would need to be performed to determine which utilities would be impacted by the tunnel, 
but with proper planning most could likely be avoided.  For your building expansion I would imagine that you would 
need to relocated all of the utilities to an area not under or over your proposed buildings and you would have to provide 
them with an easement.  Again more planning would need to be performed to determine costs, but clearly this would be 
the highest cost option. 

Grand Avenue (Between E75th and E79th Streets) 

Overhead Electric –overhead power lines are present paralleling the roadway along northerly tree lawn.  These 
lines appear much less substantial than those along E. 75th Street noted above 
Underground Electric – I did not find any plans showing underground electric within this area. 
Telecommunications – overhead attached to the pole line in the north tree lawn 
Water – there are 8” and 16” watermains within this block 
Gas – there are 4” and 8” gas mains within this block 
Sewerage (combined storm and sanitary) – again a little sketchy but it appears that the block is split with some 
of it flowing to the west and some to the east. A sewer (No. 3 size) flows to the west and continues along 
Grand.  Two other sewers (No. 2 and 5 sizes) flow to the east and connect to sewers flowing northerly along 
E79th Street.  I also recall seeing a concept from the regional sewer district to construct a relief sewer along 
Grand Avenue from E79th Street which would flow to the west. 

Regarding costs to relocate these utilities – again, the roadway would look to avoid as many utilities as possible and the 
private utilities located within the public right of way would relocate at their own cost. For sure we would be 
constructing a new storm sewer system.  Regarding costs to relocate the utilities for your building expansion I would 
imagine that you would need to relocated all of the utilities to an area not under or over your proposed buildings and 
you would have to provide them with an easement.  Again more planning would need to be performed to determine 
costs. 

I hope you find this data helpful.  I am in process of coordinating the alignment shift with ODOT. 

Thanks, 

Matt 

From: Orlando, John A. [mailto:JAOrlando@OrlandoBaking.com]
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2011 2:04 PM 
To: Brown, Robert; Matt Wahl; Paul Volpe; Terri Hamilton Brown; Scott, Kim; Nichols, Tracey (Director); Dale Schiavoni; 
Debra Janik 
Cc: Orlando, Chet "Sonny"; Orlando, John C. 
Subject: RE: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting 

Hello Everyone,
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Just wanted to thank everyone for taking the time yesterday to review our future plans and how we can work together so 
we can achieve our goals  with the development of Opportunity Corridor.   

Below are the questions we left open from the meeting;

1.  Can Opportunity Corridor be moved south below our property line on the south side of Grand?  We struggle with the 
fact that there is such an issue with this, because of 5 to 7 homes that maybe affected today.  Nobody knows for  sure but 
the time construction begins there is a possibility that there may only be 3 to 4 homes affected.   

We still feel this is the most viable option for us and work best for all parties.

2.  If the road can not be moved south what are budgetary costs to install a tunnel under East 75th connecting our current 
facility to a new freezer warehouse?

3.  What would the value be for the commercial/industrial parcels we own on the Southside of Grand?

4. What are the estimated costs to relocate the utilities under Grand and East 75th street?

Hopefully we can have most of these answers by the end of next week, so we can move forward our plans.

Thank you again and enjoy the weekend!

John

John A. Orlando
Orlando Baking Co.
7777 Grand Ave 
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Phone: 216.361.1872 ext. 1105
Fax: 216.426.3681
Mobile: 216.402.4741

Email: jaorlando@orlandobaking.com
Web:  www.orlandobaking.com

From: Brown, Robert [mailto:rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us]
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2011 4:36 PM 
To: Orlando, John A.; Matt Wahl; Paul Volpe; Terri Hamilton Brown; Scott, Kim; Nichols, Tracey (Director); Dale 
Schiavoni; Debra Janik 
Subject: RE: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting 
Importance: High

Since Orlando has offered to host us, I would like to confirm our meeting at Orlando on Thursday, 
July 21st at 2:30 pm to discuss updated Opportunity Corridor plans with respect to expansion options 
for Orlando. 

Robert N. Brown, Director
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Cleveland City Planning Commission
rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us
Tel: 216-664-3467  Fax: 216-664-3281
Web Site:  http://planning.city.cleveland.oh.us

From: Orlando, John A. [mailto:JAOrlando@OrlandoBaking.com]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 5:24 PM 
To: Brown, Robert; Matt Wahl; Paul Volpe; Terri Hamilton Brown; Scott, Kim; Nichols, Tracey (Director); Dale Schiavoni; 
Debra Janik 
Subject: RE: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting

This time works for me-- We can meet here or whatever is most convenient to everyone.  

Thank you for setting this meeting up.

Enjoy the weekend

John A. Orlando

Orlando Baking Co.
7777 Grand Ave 
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Phone: 216.361.1872 ext. 1105
Fax: 216.426.3681
Mobile: 216.402.4741

Email: jaorlando@orlandobaking.com
Web:  www.orlandobaking.com

From: Brown, Robert [mailto:rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 5:18 PM 
To: 'Matt Wahl'; 'Paul Volpe'; 'Terri Hamilton Brown'; Scott, Kim; Nichols, Tracey (Director); 'Dale Schiavoni'; Orlando, 
John A.; 'Debra Janik' 
Subject: Orlando - Opportunity Corridor Meeting 
Importance: High

I have heard back from most of you now, and the time that seems to work best is Thursday, July 21st

at 2:30 p.m.  That time is now confirmed unless I hear back otherwise. 

John Anthony, if you want us to meet at Orlando, that is fine.  If you prefer meeting at City Planning in 
City Hall, that is fine too.  Please let me know.  Thanks. 

Robert N. Brown, Director
Cleveland City Planning Commission
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rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us
Tel: 216-664-3467  Fax: 216-664-3281
Web Site:  http://planning.city.cleveland.oh.us

From: Brown, Robert  
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2011 5:43 PM 
To: 'Matt Wahl'; Paul Volpe; 'Terri Hamilton Brown'; Scott, Kim; Nichols, Tracey (Director); Dale Schiavoni; 
'jaorlando@orlandobaking.com'; 'Debra Janik' 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor - Revised Central Section Alternate B Alignment 
Importance: High

I would like to set up a meeting to review the latest Opportunity Corridor alignment options with 
respect to Orlando’s expansion plan options.  I know that it will be hard to find a time that works for 
everyone, but here’s a first attempt.  Please let me know what works for you. 

Tuesday, July 19th anytime between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 21st anytime between 1 and 5 p.m.
Friday, July 22nd, anytime between 1 and 5 p.m.

Robert N. Brown, Director
Cleveland City Planning Commission
rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us
Tel: 216-664-3467  Fax: 216-664-3281
Web Site:  http://planning.city.cleveland.oh.us
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2012 9:03 AM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: The Opportunity Corridor

 
 

From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2012 8:54 AM 
To: Todd Shaker 
Cc: Pakush, Myron; Lee, Amanda; Motl, John; Short, David; Matt Wahl 
Subject: The Opportunity Corridor 
 
Dear Mr. Shaker: 
 
I have confirmed that the mailing list for The Opportunity Corridor includes your name and contact information. 
 
ODOT is currently in the process of preparing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.   
 
We are also in the process of updating the project website and publishing the next edition of the project newsletter.  
The newsletter and website updates are expect to be available within the next month and will include an updated 
schedule. 
 
If you have any questions or if you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E. 
Project Manager 

 
Ohio Department of Transportation | District 12 
5500 Transportation Blvd | Garfield Hts | Ohio | 44125 
Office: (216) 584-2113 | Mobile: (216) 312-0236 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us 

 

From: Pakush, Myron  
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 4:00 PM 
To: Todd Shaker 
Cc: Hebebrand, Craig 
Subject: RE: Meeting 
 
Todd: 
 
We needed to push the next public hearing to the Spring of 2013 because of some additional traffic analysis that needed 
to be completed.  We are getting ready to send out a flyer with the latest project information.  I copied Craig Hebebrand 
from our office who is now coordinating the project and will make sure you are on all mailing lists.  Here is the latest 
information on schedule: 
 

What will happen between now and the next public meeting? The project website will continue to 
be updated: www.buckeyetraffic.org/opportunitycorridor A Draft EIS (DEIS) will be published in early 2013. 
Agencies and the public have at least 45 days to review the DEIS and other project information and provide their 
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comments to ODOT. A public hearing will be scheduled in the spring of 2013 to allow people to talk with the 
planners, engineers and officials who have been directly involved with the project. People can provide their 
comments publicly at the hearing or in a written statement. 
 
 
Let me know if you need any additional information.  Thanks. 
 
Myron 
 
Myron S. Pakush 
District Deputy Director 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
District 12 
216‐584‐2000 
 

From: Todd Shaker [mailto:todd@finalcutfoods.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 12:52 PM 
To: Pakush, Myron 
Subject: Meeting 
 

Good Afternoon Myron, I hope this email finds you doing well. I had heard that there will be a public meeting in November in regards 
to the Opportunity Corridor. If so, would you please confirm this and let me know the date so that I will be sure to attend. I thank you 
is advance for your response. 
 
Todd J. Shaker 
 President at Final Cut 
todd@finalcutfoods.com 
www.finalcutfoods.com 
216-231-8282 
Cell# 216-401-0098 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 3:20 PM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor

 
 

From: Miller, Craig [mailto:cmiller@ulmer.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 3:23 PM 
To: Hebebrand, Craig 
Cc: Lee, Amanda; Motl, John; Matt Wahl 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Thank you for responding promptly. 
 
 

 

ULMER & BERNE LLP - CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering 
the email to the intended recipient, please be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, 
dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email and any file attachments is strictly prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at 216-583-7900 or by reply 
email to the sender. Please delete this email and its attachments from your system and do not retain any copies. 
You will be reimbursed for reasonable costs incurred in notifying us. 
 
 

From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 3:12 PM 
To: Miller, Craig 
Cc: Lee, Amanda; Motl, John; Matt Wahl (MWAHL@hntb.com) 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Dear Mr. Miller: 
 
Please find attached, a plan sheet showing the work proposed at the referenced property.  The property includes the 
two hatched buildings on E55th Street – under and just north of the quadrant roadway intersection.   
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Based on the preferred alternative, JBI Scrap Processors Inc. would be relocated if the project is constructed.  This is 
necessary  to accommodate the construction of the boulevard, the quadrant roadway and the elevation changes for the 
grade separation at E55th Street. In addition storm and sanitary sewers will likely be relocated within this area. 
 
If you have any further questions regarding this matter or if you require any additional information, please do not 
hesitate to ask. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E. 
Project Manager 

 
Ohio Department of Transportation | District 12 
5500 Transportation Blvd | Garfield Hts | Ohio | 44125 
Office: (216) 584-2113 | Mobile: (216) 312-0236 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 2:47 PM
To: 'Hebebrand, Craig'; Motl, John
Cc: Opportunity Corridor; Sarah Brown
Subject: RE: opportunity corridor
Attachments: oc100812 18.pdf

Craig, 

Attached is a plan sheet showing the proposed work in front of the referenced property. The property in question is 
located immediately below the “Woodland Ave” label on the sheet. 

To answer the specific questions: 

Yes ­ Woodland Avenue will be reconstructed in front of the property. 
Woodland Avenue remains an undivided roadway in the proposed 5 lane configuration. 
Parking/stopping restrictions along curb lane would be a City of Cleveland decision once the project is 
constructed. 

If you need anything else, let me know. 

Thanks, 

Matt 

Matthew J. Wahl, P.E.
HNTB Ohio, Inc.
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Direct: 216.377.5842
Office: 216.522.1140 
Cell: 216.375.8556
Fax:  216.522.0554
mwahl@hntb.com

From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 12:40 PM 
To: Matt Wahl; Motl, John 
Subject: Fw: opportunity corridor 
Importance: High 

Matt, 
Can you assist in responding?

From: Lee, Amanda  
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 12:23 PM 
To: Hebebrand, Craig  
Subject: FW: opportunity corridor  



2

Craig, 

Can you or one of the consultants help me answer Mr. Simon’s question regarding his company’s property on Woodland 
Avenue. 

Thanks! 

Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 

From: Dan Simon [mailto:dan@farmhousefoods.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 12:14 PM 
To: Lee, Amanda 
Cc: meryl@farmhousefoods.com
Subject: opportunity corridor 

Hi Amanda,I own Farm House Food Distributors at 9000 Woodland Ave.,Cleveland.I just received The Link in 
the mail showing Opportunity Corridor’s projected path. I have a couple of concerns which I have presented at 
previous meetings. We use Woodland ave. for customer parking and  for semi tractor­trailers backing in to get 
unloaded. Often the trucks can’t back in due to traffic or other conditions , so we drive our forklift out to the 
street to unload. Is Woodland going to be under construction in front of our buildings? Is Woodland going to 
be a boulevard in front of our buildings? (that would make it impossible for trucks to back in to get unloaded). 
My phone # is 216­791­6948. Cell # 216­408­1215. 
                                                                                 Thank you, Dan Simon 
Dan Simon ­ Farm House Foods                                                President,Farm House Foods.    
9000 Woodland Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44104 
PH ­  216­791­6948 
FX – 216­791­3474 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 2:55 PM
To: 'Hebebrand, Craig'
Cc: Motl, John; Opportunity Corridor; Sarah Brown
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor ("The Link", Fall 2012, vol. 2)
Attachments: oc100812 2.pdf

Craig, 

Attached is a plan sheet showing the work proposed at the referenced property. On the plan sheet, the property 
includes the two hatched buildings on E55th Street – under and just north of the quadrant roadway intersection.   

Based on the preferred alternative, JBI Scrap Processors Inc. would be relocated if the project is constructed.  This is 
necessary  to accommodate the construction of the boulevard, the quadrant roadway and the elevation changes for the 
grade separation at E55th Street. In addition storm and sanitary sewers will likely be relocated within this area. 

If you need anything else, let me know. 

Thanks, 

Matt 

Matthew J. Wahl, P.E.
HNTB Ohio, Inc.
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Direct: 216.377.5842
Office: 216.522.1140 
Cell: 216.375.8556
Fax:  216.522.0554
mwahl@hntb.com

From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 1:16 PM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Cc: Motl, John 
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor ("The Link", Fall 2012, vol. 2) 

Matt, 

More from Mr. Simon. 

Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E. 
Project Manager 
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Ohio Department of Transportation | District 12 
5500 Transportation Blvd | Garfield Hts | Ohio | 44125 
Office: (216) 584-2113 | Mobile: (216) 312-0236 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us

From: Lee, Amanda  
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 1:10 PM 
To: Hebebrand, Craig 
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor ("The Link", Fall 2012, vol. 2) 

Craig… I tried to address this one on my own, but the gentleman called two seconds after he read my email asking more 
questions.  He represents the JBI Scrap Processors Inc. business on East 55th Street.  He would like to know how the 
business will be impacted.  From the west alignment image it looks like they are up for possible relocation, but he wanted 
to know for sure how they would be impacted.  His email and phone number are below if you would like to call him 
directly or you can send me the information and I’ll contact him. 

Thanks! 

Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 

From: Lee, Amanda  
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 12:20 PM 
To: 'Miller, Craig' 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor ("The Link", Fall 2012, vol. 2) 

Mr. Miller, 

Thank you for contacting the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) with your Opportunity Corridor 
questions.  Have you had a chance to visit our project website, www.BuckeyeTraffic.org/OpportunityCorridor?  On the 
right hand side there are zoomed in alignments the west, central and east sections of the project.  Check out the West 
Section Recommended Alternative and if that is not what you are looking for I will contact additional project staff to 
assist you. 

Thank you again for contacting us. 

Safe and pleasant travels, 

Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 

From: Miller, Craig [mailto:cmiller@ulmer.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 12:00 PM 
To: Lee, Amanda 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor ("The Link", Fall 2012, vol. 2) 
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Ms. Lee: 

I am requesting a detailed version of the “proposed boulevard general alignment” showing the affected businesses only 
in the location within the circle labeled “BEGIN PROJECT” on the map on page 3 of “The Link”.  My contact information is 
provided below.  Thank you. 

­­Craig S. Miller 

ULMER & BERNE LLP - CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual 
or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering 
the email to the intended recipient, please be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, 
dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email and any file attachments is strictly prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at 216-583-7900 or by reply 
email to the sender. Please delete this email and its attachments from your system and do not retain any copies. 
You will be reimbursed for reasonable costs incurred in notifying us.
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor
Attachments: oc100812 2 Miller.pdf

From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 3:12 PM 
To: cmiller@ulmer.com
Cc: Lee, Amanda; Motl, John; Matt Wahl 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

Please find attached, a plan sheet showing the work proposed at the referenced property.  The property includes the 
two hatched buildings on E55th Street – under and just north of the quadrant roadway intersection.   

Based on the preferred alternative, JBI Scrap Processors Inc. would be relocated if the project is constructed.  This is 
necessary  to accommodate the construction of the boulevard, the quadrant roadway and the elevation changes for the 
grade separation at E55th Street. In addition storm and sanitary sewers will likely be relocated within this area. 

If you have any further questions regarding this matter or if you require any additional information, please do not 
hesitate to ask. 

Respectfully, 

Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E. 
Project Manager 

Ohio Department of Transportation | District 12 
5500 Transportation Blvd | Garfield Hts | Ohio | 44125 
Office: (216) 584-2113 | Mobile: (216) 312-0236 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 1:55 PM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor
Attachments: DOC482 Simon.PDF

From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM 
To: dan@farmhousefoods.com
Cc: Lee, Amanda; Motl, John; Matt Wahl 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

Please find attached an additional plan sheet to help illustrate what is described below: 

Stormwater Median: There is only a stormwater median along the proposed boulevard.  In front of Farm House Foods, 
Woodland Avenue would be a standard five lane roadway consisting of two eastbound lanes, two westbound lanes and 
a westbound left turn lane onto the boulevard.  The left turn lane is delineated by pavement marking paint and there is 
no raised island or median on Woodland Avenue. 

Access to rear of property from E89th Street: As shown on the attached plan sheet, E89th Street is disconnected from 
Woodland Avenue.  East 89th Street remains connected to Buckeye Road and to Kennedy Avenue and thus retains the 
rear access to Farm House Foods.   

If you have any further questions regarding this matter or if you require any additional information, please do not 
hesitate to ask. 

Respectfully, 

Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E. 
Project Manager 

Ohio Department of Transportation | District 12 
5500 Transportation Blvd | Garfield Hts | Ohio | 44125 
Office: (216) 584-2113 | Mobile: (216) 312-0236 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us

From: Dan Simon [mailto:dan@farmhousefoods.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 4:10 PM 
To: Hebebrand, Craig 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 

Thank you for responding so fast. I just got done unloading a semi in front of our building on Woodland Ave. I’m hoping 
that will still be possible after construction or we will have a major problem. Also, there is a street behind us called 
Kennedy which is the only exit / entrance we have other than woodland. Kennedy leads to E.89th.Will that part of 
E.89th  remain accessible to Kennedy? If not, I would like someone to come here to discuss other options for the traffic 
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flow for my business. I don’t want to be choked off from the front and rear. This is a retail establishment that gets very 
heavy traffic  with delivery trucks and customer’s cars.  
                                             Thank you, Dan Simon 
From: Hebebrand, Craig [mailto:Craig.Hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us]
Sent: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 3:18 PM 
To: dan@farmhousefoods.com
Cc: Lee, Amanda; Motl, John; Matt Wahl (MWAHL@hntb.com) 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

Please find attached, a plan sheet showing the proposed work in front of the referenced property. The property in 
question is located immediately below the “Woodland Ave” label on the sheet. 

To answer the specific questions: 

•             Yes ­ Woodland Avenue will be reconstructed in front of the property. 
•             Woodland Avenue remains an undivided roadway in the proposed 5 lane configuration. 
•             Parking/stopping restrictions along curb lane would be a City of Cleveland decision once the project is 
constructed. 

If you have any further questions regarding this matter or if you require any additional information, please do not 
hesitate to ask. 

Respectfully, 

Craig K. Hebebrand, P.E. 
Project Manager 

Ohio Department of Transportation | District 12 
5500 Transportation Blvd | Garfield Hts | Ohio | 44125 
Office: (216) 584-2113 | Mobile: (216) 312-0236 
E-Mail: craig.hebebrand@dot.state.oh.us
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 3:21 PM
To: Opportunity Corridor
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lee, Amanda [mailto:Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:39 PM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Thanks Matt! I'm not sure if this gentleman had internet access. Unfortunately in this area 
internet access is hard to come by. 
 
Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Matt Wahl [mailto:MWAHL@HNTB.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:21 PM 
To: Lee, Amanda; Hebebrand, Craig 
Cc: Sarah Brown; Opportunity Corridor; Thomas Flask 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
I will be coming over to the district tomorrow morning and will bring a stack of newsletters. 
It is also available on the project website if people have internet access.  
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lee, Amanda [mailto:Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 12:45 PM 
To: Matt Wahl; Hebebrand, Craig 
Cc: Sarah Brown; Opportunity Corridor; Thomas Flask 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Can I get any extra copies of the latest newsletter? A gentleman requested another copy 
because his was destroyed in the mail.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Matt Wahl [mailto:MWAHL@HNTB.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:49 PM 
To: Lee, Amanda; Hebebrand, Craig 
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Cc: Sarah Brown; Opportunity Corridor; Thomas Flask 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Amanda, we will add the name and address to the mailing list.  Let us know what you find out 
regarding the questions about E105th Street. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Matt 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lee, Amanda [mailto:Amanda.Lee@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:44 PM 
To: Hebebrand, Craig; Matt Wahl 
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Craig ‐ Not sure what Vel's questions are, I can call and look into it if you would like. 
 
Matt ‐ Can your folks add the address she requested to the mailing list?  Also, what would 
you like me to do with all of the returned fall newsletters? 
 
Thanks for your help! 
 
Amanda Lee, Public Information Officer 
Ohio Department of Transportation  
District 12: Serving Cuyahoga, Lake & Geauga Counties 
Ph: 216.584.2005 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Vel Scott [mailto:velmscott@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 3:53 PM 
To: Lee, Amanda 
Cc: Don 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor 
 
Dear Amanda, 
 
I have a questions I'd like to ask you in reference to the Corridor and East 105th Street.  I 
can be reached at 216‐224‐1383. 
 
Also, I would like to have the followoing person listed to received your newsletters and be 
on your mailing list: 
 
                             DON D. SCOTT 
                             7324 Woodrow Wilson Drive 
                             Los Angeles, California  90046 
 
‐‐  
                      Vel Scott 
            Vel's Purple Oasis Garden 
         (New Image Lifeskills Academy, Inc) 
                     (216) 224‐1383 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
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This e‐mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended 
recipient and receive this communication, please delete this message and any attachments. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
 
This e‐mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended 
recipient and receive this communication, please delete this message and any attachments. 
Thank you. 
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:13 AM
To: 'Andrew G Wright'
Cc: Craig Hebebrand; Opportunity Corridor; Sarah Brown
Subject: RE: Opportunity Corridor

Andy, 

I have copied Craig Hebebrand, ODOT’s project manager for Opportunity Corridor.  We will be back in contact with you 
regarding meeting availability. 

FYI ­ the design has not changed much at your location from what was presented at the last public meeting – impacts 
are still at the former Model Box Company site.  I recall our conversation from the last public meeting where you 
expressed a concern that with your acquisition of this parcel, the roadway now bisects Forge Products property. 

We will be back in touch.  Hope all is well. 

Matt 

Matthew J. Wahl, P.E.
HNTB Ohio, Inc.
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Direct: 216.377.5842
Office: 216.522.1140 
Cell: 216.375.8556
Fax:  216.522.0554
mwahl@hntb.com

From: Andrew G Wright [mailto:andy.wright@forgeproducts.com]
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:00 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: Opportunity Corridor 

Matt:

Hope you had a good summer and a happy Thanksgiving. Since Terry is gone, I am reaching out to you. I wonder if it 
would be possible to set up a meeting with you, the GCP Rep and ODOT. We are in the process of doing a 5 year plan. 
To that point, we have been hearing more buzz about the "corridor." I read in the Plain Dealer this morning that all the 
interested parties are searching for a solution to the money issue which makes it appear that this project may actually 
happen. It also appears that the route has been basically finalized and it will have a definite impact on Forge Products.

Please let me know if we can set something up and as always, we thank you.

Andrew G. Wright 
General Manager 
Forge Products Corporation 
p: 216/231-2600  f: 216/231-0300 
Website: www.forgeproducts.com
"Celebrating 50 Years of Forging"
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Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:50 AM
To: Craig Hebebrand; Opportunity Corridor; Sarah Brown
Subject: FW: Opportunity Corridor

From: Andrew G Wright [mailto:andy.wright@forgeproducts.com]
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:49 AM 
To: Matt Wahl 
Subject: Re: Opportunity Corridor 

Matt:

Thanks for the quick response. You have a great memory as well. It does impact us because of the former Model Box 
property as well as the growth initiative we will be undertaking.

Thanks again and we will await your potential availabilities.

Andrew G. Wright 
General Manager 
Forge Products Corporation 
p: 216/231-2600  f: 216/231-0300 
Website: www.forgeproducts.com
"Celebrating 50 Years of Forging"



1

Opportunity Corridor

From: Matt Wahl
Sent: Friday, December 07, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Craig Hebebrand; Larry Hoffman
Cc: John Motl; Adin McCann; Sarah Brown; Jodi Heflin; Opportunity Corridor
Subject: 2012-12-07 Forge Products Meeting

Craig Hebebrand and I met with Andrew Wright of Forge Products this morning at their facility located on Woodland 
Avenue just east of E93rd Street.  This is the second time that ODOT has met with Forge Products.  In addition, their staff 
has attended the public meetings.  Tabulated below is a brief summary of the discussion: 
 

 They are a 50 year old company that has been at this site for 35 years. 
 In the forging business, they are considered a small shop and employ 25 people on site.  
 They recently completed an on‐site office expansion 
 They currently utilize 2500 lb., 4000 lb., and 6500 lb. hammers within their forging operations.  The larger 

hammer represents 80% of their business. 
 They recently acquired a 6‐acre site adjacent to their northern property line.  The property includes a former 

industrial building with 275,000 sq. ft. distributed amongst 3 floors. 
 There are two smaller tenants within the building (ALUMIN‐NU and Cleveland Knitting Mills) 
 They previously leased a property/building east of their current site for inside storage of materials.  This 

property has been sold and the building demolished by the current owner. 
 They now use the northern building to store material.  They are considering moving their machine shop, 

shipping, and receiving into the northern building.  The building design is not ideal for their use but will work for 
these functions.  They always envisioned that they would demolish the building at some point in the future. 

 Relocation of the machine shop would facilitate the renovation and installation of a 12000 lb. hammer within 
their current building.  This would provide a back‐up to their current 6500 lb. hammer, would allow them to 
produce products quicker; and increase the size of the products they produce.  

 The proposed OC roadway generally impacts the northern property and bisects their current land area.  The 
remnant parcel to the north would not be usable to Forge Products since it is separated by the boulevard. 

 Forge Products feels that they will need adjacent property in order to stay at their current location.  A number of 
years back they considered a move.  At the time they were given relocation estimates ranging from $750,000 to 
$2.5M, however they have added additional equipment since this time. 

 
Andy had two distinct questions: 
 

1. He questioned whether land was currently being acquired for the project – which was answered “No”. 
2. Is it possible for the project to fund/acquire additional property and construct a building?   ‐ we then explained 

the real estate appraisal/relocation process and how they would be compensated for the loss of the building 
and land and potentially receive relocation benefits of relocation is required.  Also explained that ODOT cannot 
buy replacement property for the owner, however the owner can use their settlement from the other land 
acquisition to negotiate with the adjoining owners. 

 
We provided Andy with the current plan, profile, cross sections and impact figures for the area surrounding their 
property. 
 
Andy was appreciative of our time and explanation of the process.  They will continue to attend the public meeting 
opportunities. 
 
Craig, please confirm that the above is complete and accurately depicts the discussions at the meeting. 
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Matthew J. Wahl, P.E. 
HNTB Ohio, Inc. 
1100 Superior Avenue, Suite 1330 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Direct: 216.377.5842 
Office: 216.522.1140 
Cell: 216.375.8556 
Fax:  216.522.0554 
mwahl@hntb.com 
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